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STREET THEFT IN BRIDGEND TOWN 

CENTRE FOLLOWED AN ASSAULT 

Man stole phone 
from ‘defenceless’ 

woman - court is told 


A YOUNG woman who was 
assaulted in the centre of Bridgend, 
had her mobile phone and some of 
the contents of her handbag stolen, 
as she lay defenceless on the 
ground. 

The man responsible for the theft, 
Cory Brice (18), was sent to a young 
offender institution for six months at 
Cardiff Crown Court. 

At the time, Brice, of no fixed address, 
was on bail for shoplifting. 

He had admitted a charge of theft 
before Vale Magistrates and had been 
committed to the Crown Court for sen¬ 
tence. 

Prosecutor Gareth Evans said that it 
was about 8.30pm on August 16, when 
the young woman walked to a super¬ 
market in the centre of Bridgend, and in 
Brewery Lane, she saw a group of peo- 


REPORT by 
AJ SICLUNA 


pie, including the defendant, on a traffic 
island. 

She remonstrated when she saw one of 
them pushing a girl towards the road, 
and was met with aggression and abuse. 

Mr Evans said that one of the group 
struck the young woman to the face, 
causing her to fall to the ground. 

“While she lay there supine and 
defenceless, Brice stole her mobile phone 
and a packet of cigarettes. She managed 
to get to her feet and reported the matter 
to staff at Tesco’s.” 

Shortly after, said Mr Evans, Brice 
and two others were arrested. 

Before being arrested, he said, Brice 
had to be dragged from a nearby garage 
struggling. Interviewed, he replied: “No 


comment” to most questions. 

He was said to have previous convic¬ 
tions for eight offences of theft, and for 
assaulting a security officer at the 
Princess of Wales Hospital. 

Martin Kelly, defending, said: “His 
parents are extremely concerned at his 
behaviour. He got in with a bad group of 
young people when he went off to live 
alone. 

“He was not responsible for any of the 
violence, but I have to accept that it was 
a nasty, mean theft.” 

Judge Isabel Parry said: “For a man 
of your age, you have quite a long 
record. At the time of this offence you 
were on bail for shoplifting. 

“You took advantage of someone who 
at the time had been disabled. She had 
done nothing to bring such behaviour 
upon herself. At the time, you were 
drinking two flagons of cider a day.” 


TRAGEDY AT THE 
ELVIS FESTIVAL 
AS A MAN DIES 
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Flowers have been laid at the scene of the death of a 53-year-old 
man. He was reported to have been found at the foot of the wall. 


POLICE in 

Porthcawl say that 
they are not treat¬ 
ing the death of a 
53-year-old man as 
suspicious, after he 
was found at the 
foot of a wall near 
the Esplanade. 


The body of the 
man, reported to be 
from Treherbert and 
thought to be in town 
for the Elvis Festival, 
was discovered at 
11pm on Saturday, 
September 24. 

The wall was near 
the Pier Cafe, and the 


police statement said 
that they were investi¬ 
gating the incident, but 
that it was not being 
treated as suspicious. 
The coroner has been 
informed. 

Flowers have been 
laid at the scene. 


Festival 

goes 

ahead 

PORTHCAWL’S 
summer music festi¬ 
val, which fell victim 
to a stormy Sunday 
in August, is being 
re-staged this week¬ 
end - at an indoor 
venue. 

The event, sponsored 
by the town council, will 
take place at the Hi-Tide 
Inn this Sunday, October 
2 . 

The Mayor of 
Porthcawl, Coun 
Barbara Stubbs, said: 
“The summer music fes¬ 
tival was a free, open-air 
event, and we are grate¬ 
ful to the Hi-Tide for 
giving the performers a 
chance to play. ” 

She added: “Entrance 
is free and it starts at 
1pm. ” 

The line up of acts is 
as follows: lpm-1.30pm 

- The Sker Krows; 
1.40pm-2.50pm - 
Porthcawl Rock Club; 
3pm-3.30pm - High 
Demand; 3.40pm 
-4.40pm - Rider; 
4.50pm-5.20pm - 
Sassie; 5.40pm-6.10pm 

- Red Room Therapy; 
6.20pm-7pm - Love 
Handels. 


Awards for the ‘Prince 
of Wales’ at Kenfig Hill 



THE above picture 
shows Gareth Maund, 
landlord of the Prince 
of Wales public house 
at Kenfig, showing 
some of his regulars 
the valedictory certifi¬ 
cate that he received 
from the RAF, thank¬ 
ing him for his help 
when investigators 
were in Kenfig after a 
plane crash that 
claimed the lives of 
two instructors and 
two young air cadets. 

(Photograph by 
Keith E Morgan). 


Owner of dog 
that killed 
sheep sought 
by the police 


POLICEare 
appealing for help 
to trace the owner 
of a lurcher dog 
thought to be 
responsible for the 
death of eight pedi¬ 
gree Dorset Horn 
sheep. 

Officers are asking 
anyone who was in the 
Corntown and 

Brocastle area between 
6pm on Monday, 
September 19, and 
10am on Ihesday, 
September 20, and saw 
someone walking a 
large lurcher cross, 
black and white in 
colour. 

PC Mark Goulding 
the Wildlife and rnvi- 
ronmental crime offi¬ 
cer for the Vale, said: 
“This is a tragic inci¬ 
dent for the owner of 
the sheep, who had 
raised the animals 
since they were lambs.” 

“I would like to 
remind all dog walkers 
that they are responsi¬ 
ble for the control of 


their animals while out 
in the countryside.” 

He added that failing 
to keep dogs under con¬ 
trol in a public place, 
and allowing animals 
to worry livestock, 
could result in a court 
appearance and a 
heavy fine for the 
owner. 

It was later stated 
that a lurcher had been 
seized after causing 
problems on the A48 
near Brocastle. 

Contact police on 101 
or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555111. 


AM has 
questions 
about 
Porthcawl 

A LOCAL regional 
AM has concerns 
about Porthcawl 
regeneration and has 
written to the BCBC 
chief executive. 

(See page 10). 


Feastival fun 


in Bridgend 

VISITORS to Bridgend’s Food Feastival 
can take part in the great Leaning Tower 
of Pizza challenge, racing against the 
clock to build the tallest pizza box tower 
and win a prize. 

The event will be staged in Dunraven Square from 
10.30am-6pm this weekend, including leek lobbing, 
the Bridgend egg drop and waiters on stilts. 

The Feastival also hosts Britain’s Got Talent toast 
and marmite artist Nathan Wyburn and there will be 
market stalls and cooking demonstrations. 
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peso 

gets life! 

MANY congratula¬ 
tions to our popu¬ 
lar peso Jon 
Howe, on his 
recent marriage to 
Lottie, a young 
lady he met when 
working in 
Cheltenham. 

I am told that Jon 
was escorted by several 
colleagues to make sure 
that he got to the wed¬ 
ding on time, in the per¬ 
fect setting of the 
Manor House at 
Eastwood Park in 
Falfield, 

Gloucestershire. This 
was followed by a hon¬ 
eymoon in Thailand. 

School news 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the following pupils 
of Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School who 
were nominated for 
impressing the staff at 
the school last week: 
Kieran Thompson - 
Class 1, Jude 
Abraham-Jones - 
Class 2, Ola Kruk - 
Class 3, Emily Walters 
- Class 4, Olivia 
Magness - Class 5, 
Kian Thomas - Class 6 
and Connor McCarthy 
from Class 7. 

The headteacher’s 
award went to Callum 
Jenkins. Congratulations 
also to Calvin Gorringe, 
Lauren Howe, Chloe 


Harding, Charlotte 
Edwards, Rico 
Downing, Phillip 
Burnell, Hannah Lewis, 
Joshua Urch, Codi 
Pritchard, Lucy Clark 
and Ethan Avery for Mr 
Goldsworthy for lunch. 

Class assembly - 
Tomorrow (September 
30) Class 5, with their 
teacher Mrs N Jones, 
will be performing their 
assembly in the school 
hall starting at 10.15 
am. Parents, grandpar¬ 
ents, family and friends 
of the pupils taking part 
are welcome to attend 
and stay for refresh¬ 
ments after the perform¬ 
ance. 

Music maestros - 

Congratulations to three 
pupils, Senem Alipinar 

- (viola), Charlotte 
Roberts and Lucy Clark 
(both violinists) who are 
going to the Bridgend 
County Orchestra. 

Eco-schools - Many 
of the pupils have 
shown an interest in 
‘adopting an animal’ in 
order to provide help to 
an animal in danger of 
extinction. 

To do this they are 
hoping to collect a vol¬ 
untary contribution of 
£1 per pupil during their 
Leo week, so that each 
class can choose an ani¬ 
mal that they would like 
to help and to protect. 

Inter school matches 

- On September 16, the 
school were hosts to 
Litchard Primary 


School at netball and 
rugby. The A rugby 
team produced a bril¬ 
liant performance, scor¬ 
ing 12 tries. Luke 
Dingle and Leon Jones 
were outstanding with 
four tries each. Callum 
Lewis scored two with 
Louie Flower and 
Phillip Burnell scored 
one apiece. 

Luke Dingle was also 
in fine kicking form, 
converting all 12 tries. 

Unfortunately, the B 
team were not quite so 
successful, losing their 
game by three tries to 
one, scored by Cameron 
Jenkins. 

The school also 
played a C game, which 
they lost by six tries to 
nil. However, with it 
being their first game 
this year, they are confi¬ 
dent that the teams will 
develop as the season 
progresses. 

The A, B and C net- 
ball teams didn’t start 
their season at all well, 
with all three losing 
their matches. The A 
team played really well 
and were up 6-4 at half 
time. However, with a 
minute to go and the 
score at 8-8 Litchard 
went ahead 9-8. 

The school fought 
back to level the scores, 
only to lose in the dying 
seconds 10-9. 

Player of the school 
was, Senem Akpinar. 
Imogen Davies played 
well for the B team, as 


they lost 6-0 and 
although Taryn 
Matthews stood out for 
the C team, they also 
lost 5-0. 

Choir 

concert 

KENEIG HILL and 
District Male Voice 
Choir recently made 
their sixth visit to 
Selby Abbey, a church 
which has served the 
community around 
Selby, a small 
Yorkshire town, 12 
miles south of York, 
for over 900 years. 

Their first visit took 
place in 2001, just four 
days after the tragic 
events of 9/11, when the 
choir were privileged to 
lead a minute’s silence 
for the victims and their 
families, a silence that 
was broken by the choir 
singing the American 
Trilogy. 

It was planned that 
the choir would mark 
the 10th anniversary by 
again holding a 
minute’s silence. 

However,the events 
at Gleison Colliery, 
Pontardawe, called for 
the programme to be 
changed. Compere Tony 
Mullins, asked the 
crowded Abbey to stand 
and observe a minute’s 
silence for the four min¬ 
ers who lost their lives. 

This time the silence 
was broken by the choir 
singing Y 

Trangnefeddwyr (The 
Peacemakers). The 
words by Waldo 
Williams reflected his 
feelings when watching 
the 1942 Swansea Blitz 
during the last war. 

Under the baton of 
musical director, Philip 
Juliffe, and with accom¬ 
panists Andrew 
Chinnock and Beryl 
Evans, the organisers 
described the concert as 
the best of the six visits, 
and promptly extended 
an invitation to return in 
2013. 

Wellbeing 

Centre 

ACTIVITIES TO BE 
held by the Mental 
Health Matters, Wales 
on Wednesday, 

October 5, in the 
Talbot Community 
Centre, Prince Road - 
creative writing with 
Val from Ipm-5 pm 
and an information 
service with Karen 
from lpm-3pm. 

There is also a gener¬ 
al social afternoon from 
lpm-5pm, when every¬ 
one is welcome to enjoy 
a relaxed afternoon in a 
friendly environment 
,with a cup of coffee or 
join in the various activ¬ 
ities provided. 

Pisgah 

Chapel 

WELL done to the 
Pisgah Ladies fellow¬ 
ship for raising a very 
praiseworthy £209 for 
Macmillan Cancer at 
their coffee evening 
held in the Talbot 
Community Centre 
last week. 

Karen Evans, on 
behalf of the ladies fel¬ 


lowship, thanked 
Richard Sims, Cheryl 
Butcher and Gina 
Hooper for not only 
accommodating them 
while their kitchen was 
out of commission, but 
also for the help given 
on the evening. 

Harvest thanksgiving 
and the harvest supper, 
due to take place on 
October 6, has been 
postponed. A new date 
will be confirmed in the 
near future. 

For details of activi¬ 
ties, telephone either 
Rhian on 01656 744722 
or Karen on 01656 
740684. 

Warning to 
parents 

MYNYDD CYNFFIG 
Infants School is 
requesting all parents 
to hold their children’s 
hands when leaving 
the park and walking 
past Express Motors. 

Drivers from that 
company have 
expressed concerns that 
children have been run¬ 
ning out into the path of 
the buses and also walk¬ 
ing behind the buses as 
they are reversing. 

Table top sale - The 
PTA is holding a table 
top sale on Saturday, 
October 1. Tables are £5 
and can be booked by 
contacting Emma Law 
or by calling into the 
school office. If you 
have any cardboard 
kitchen roll centres, the 
PTA is collecting them 
for art and craft. 

Psychic 

Evening 

KPC YOUTH would 
like to thank Helena 
Stenner and the six 
psychic colleagues she 
organised, for working 
hard throughout the 
psychic evening doing 
readings, and also staff 
at Pyle RFC for their 
help and assistance in 
making the night a 
great success on 
September 16. 

Pyle Rugby Club was 
packed and thanks to 
everyone who supported 
the evening, took part in 
the bingo and quiz and 
making it an enjoyable 
evening. The money 
raised for the KPC 
Youth was in the region 
of £550. 

Curry Night - KPC 

Youth is organising a 
charity evening at ‘The 
Tap’ in Pyle on 
November 6. Tickets 
can be obtained from 
KPC or the The Tap, 
and are priced at £10, 
which will include curry 
and gateau and top 
Karaoke entertainment. 

To contact KPC 
Youth, telephone 01656 


749219/745399. 

Community 

Watch 

AT the recent PACT 
meeting held at the 
Pyle Life Centre, the 
following issues were 
discussed: 

Anti-Social behav¬ 
iour -There are on¬ 
going ASB problems 
with youths in the street 
in Haulfryn, Kenfig Hill 
and with youths stone 
throwing in the Black 
Path Woods, Pyle. 

Scramblers - There 
have been problems 
with scrambler racing 
around the Woodland 
Park and Waunbant 
Road area of Kenfig 
Hill at weekends. 

Parking - There 
were complaints about 
delivery lorries causing 
traffic build-up when 
delivering to Wickhams 
in Marlas Road, Pyle. 

Once again, there are 
parking problems on 
zigzag and double yel¬ 
low lines outside 
schools since they have 
returned from the sum¬ 
mer holidays. 

The police say that 
parking tickets will be 
issued to offenders, so 
be warned! 

Traffic issues - 
There is an on-going 
issue of speeding on 
Marlas Road, Pyle, and 
a complaint was made 
about HGVs travelling 
along Marshfield 
Avenue, Pyle, as well as 
parking and speeding in 
that road. 

Both these issues are 
being looked into. A 
speeding survey has 
been arranged by Coun 
Huw David, for the area 
of Cwm Foes, Cefn 
Cribwr. 

Litter - There were 
many complaints about 
litter being dropped by 
youths in gardens and in 
the street after visiting 
the shop in Marlas 
Road, Pyle. 

There will be regular 
updates on the above: 
however, if you have 
any concerns of infor¬ 
mation regarding these 
or any other issues, call 
peso Jon Howe on 
07805 301491 in confi¬ 
dence. 

Storm 

drainage 

FOLLOWING 
approval between the 
relevant local authori¬ 
ty and statutory bod¬ 
ies, Lovell 

Partnerships are now 
able to complete the 
installation of the 
storm drainage work 
on Evans Street, 

Kenfig Hill. 

The work will com¬ 
mence on October 3 and 


will take approximately 
two weeks to complete, 
during which there will 
be temporary traffic 
lights and restricted 
parking in Evans Street. 

Site manager Chris 
King said that they 
would ensure that dis¬ 
ruption would be kept 
to a minimum and that 
access and egress would 
be respected where pos¬ 
sible. 


Trampoline 
demonstration 
A VERTIGO 

Trampoline Club dis¬ 
play evening takes 
place at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre on 
Sunday, October 2, 
when members per¬ 
form their best rou¬ 
tines. Tickets cost 
£2.50 per adult, chil¬ 
dren admitted free. 



Megan Hill, Elizabeth Jenkins, Kayla Smith and arts development 
officer Guy O’Donnell with their sculpture of Paralympian 
Tanni Grey Thompson. 

Children’s sculptures of 
their sporting heroes 


BRIDGEND County Borough 
Council’s arts and community 
development department sup¬ 
ported this year’s Play 4 Life 
summer activities with free 
sculpture workshops for 8-12 
year olds. 

As part of the ‘Following the Flame’ 
Olympic exhibition, six venues across 
Bridgend held workshops to construct 
famous Welsh Olympian and 
Paralympians, using different forms of 
art. The finished articles will then be 
displayed from October onwards in 
Bridgend Recreation Centre. 


One of the week-long workshops 
was held at Maesteg Sports Centre, 
where the children created a sculpture 
of Welsh Paralympian Tanni Grey 
Thompson. Other sculpted athletes 
included Olympic long jumper Lynn 
Davies, Paralympic cyclist Simon 
Richardson and Paralympic equestrian 
dressage rider Nicola Tustain. 

Guy O’Donnell, arts and develop¬ 
ment officer, said: “The children had a 
great week in Maesteg Sports Centre 
learning about Paralympian Tanni Grey 
Thompson and the Paralympics in gen¬ 
eral. The children worked extremely 
hard on this and what they achieved is 
fantastic.” 


Business guru 
to lecture 
in Bridgend 

THE local business 
community will be 
addressed by Lord 
Digby Jones at 
Bridgend College, 
when it launches its 
newly-named busi¬ 
ness training 

department - 
Engage Training - 
on October 24. 

It will be the first busi¬ 
ness networking event 
held by Engage Training, 
explained Andrew 
Whitcombe, director of 
skills and business devel¬ 
opment. Lord Digby Jones. 

“This will be the first of 

many business networking events. We wanted to cel¬ 
ebrate the brand new look of the department, and 
what better way than to get Lord Digby Jones here to 
celebrate with us?” 

Lord Jones will speak on ‘Business development 
through economic growth’. 

HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL OCTOBER 6) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 

Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 

Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

29 Thur 

09.13 

10.6 

21.35 

10.8 

30 Fri 

09.59 

10.6 

22.17 

10.4 

01 Sat 

10.41 

10.1 

23.03 

9.8 

02 Sun 

11.23 

9.5 

23.48 

9.2 

03 Mon 



12.07 

8.8 

04 Tues 

00.39 

8.4 

13.11 

8.3 

05 Wed 

01.46 

7.7 

14.31 

7.9 

06 Thur 

02.22 

7.5 

16.02 

7.8 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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CROWN COURT ROUND-UP 
withAJSICLUNA 


Man jailed for 
sex offences 


WITHIN moments 
of being arrested on 
suspicion of com¬ 
mitting a series of 
sex offences, a 
Cymmer man told 
the police “I know 
what it’s about and 
I’m guilty”. 

At Cardiff Crown 
Court, 43-year-old 
Raymond Evans of Bryn 
Coed was jailed for 
three and a half years. 
He admitted five 
charges of indecent 
assault. 

Prosecutor Jason 
Howells said the 
assaults took place in 
the 90s and involved 
two girls. 

Mr Howells said the 
offences came to light 
when one of the girls 
disclosed that she had 
been interfered with by 
the defendant when she 
was much younger. 

He had touched her, 
he said, over and under 


her clothing. The second 
girl, said Mr Howells, 
had been indecently 
assaulted in a car and 
Evans had told her: 
“You’re enjoying that, 
aren’t you?” 

When he was arrested 
in January, Evans said: 
“I know what it’s about, 
and I’m guilty. I don’t 
think I need a solicitor, I 
know what I have done. 

“I’m glad it’s come to 
light, because it’s been 
killing me.” 

He told the police he 
felt upset and disgusted 
with himself. 

He apologised and 
said he had tried to take 
his own life. 

Martin Kelly, repre¬ 
senting him, said: “He is 
a simple man, and the 
offences took place a 
long time ago. There 
has been a medical 
investigation. 

“He has now put him¬ 
self in order as much as 
he can. There was noth¬ 
ing less than immense 


remorse. 

Mr Kelly said Evans 
told him he had to live 
with what he had done 
for some 15 years. 

He had also said: “If 
the girls say that’s 
what’s happened, it hap¬ 
pened.” 

Mr Kelly said that 
under no circumstances 
had he wanted the girls 
to give evidence in 
court. 

Mr Justice Roderick 
Evans told him: “The 
girls were young and 
you touched them inap¬ 
propriately over and 
under their clothes.” 

He added: “There is 
no doubt that you feel 
genuine remorse for 
what you did, and you 
will receive full credit 
for that. I have no doubt 
that only prison is 
appropriate.” 

He was ordered, upon 
release, to register as a 
sex offender for life. 


Second chance for 
Pencoed man (21) 
after drugs arrest 


BY becoming involved 
in drugs, a steel works 
clerk, who had no pre¬ 
vious convictions, had 
put himself, his job, 
and his family life in 
jeopardy, said a judge 
at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Thomas O’Brien, 21, 
of Bryn Rhedyn, 
Pencoed, pleaded guilty 
to two charges of pos¬ 
sessing mephedrone 
with intent to supply. 

The court heard the 
drug was known collo¬ 
quially as ‘meow 
meow’. 

He was sentenced to a 
community order for a 
year and ordered to carry 
out 180 hours unpaid 
work and to pay costs of 
£340. 

The drugs were 
ordered to be forfeited 
and destroyed. 


Judge Christopher 
Llewellyn-Jones told 
him: “This was stupid, 
wasn’t it? If you sat 
where I sit, you would 
see the effects drugs 
have on people and you 
would never touch drugs 
in your life. 

“You put yourself, 
your job and your family 
life in jeopardy. Stay 
away from drugs.” 

He said it was unnec¬ 
essary to impose a custo¬ 
dial sentence. 

Prosecutor John 
Probert said that on 
March 19, O’Brien was 
spotted with a group of 
men in a beer garden at 
The Roof public house 
in Bridgend. 

Security staff thought 
they were acting suspi¬ 
ciously and searched 
two of them, one was 
the defendant. A pack- 


Lib-Dem surgery 

WELSH Lib-Dem AM for South Wales 
West, Peter Black, will be holding three 
advice surgeries on Friday, September 30 
in Pencoed Library from 2pm to 3pm; 
Porthcawl Library from 3.30pm to 
4.30pm; and Neath Central Library from 
5pm to 6pm. No appointment is necessary. 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your horned 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. j 

• Daily, weekly, etc. ^ 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


age containing seven 
small wraps of 
mephedrone fell from 
one of his shoes. 

He was arrested, and 
when his home was 
searched, 18 wraps of 
the drug were found in 
his bedroom. 

His mobile phone was 
examined, and a text 
read: “Adam wants a 
thingy if you have one.” 

He told the police he 
bought the drugs, but 
had not intended supply¬ 
ing them. 

Claire Wilkes, his bar¬ 
rister, said he had never 
been before the court 
before. 

“He was foolish to 
become involved in the 
drugs scene. He has 
stopped taking drugs 
and, fortunately, there is 
another side to him.” 

She said he was hard¬ 
working, and was 
responsible for paying 
the mortgage on the 
family home. “He 
assures me he won’t be 
back in court,” she said. 


Sea 

festival 

winners 

PORTHCAWL Sea 
Festival art competi¬ 
tion winners were: 
First place, Izabelle 
Morris; Second place, 
Jasmine Bowen; Third 
place, Zach Powell. 

The poetry competi¬ 
tion winners were: First 
place, Max Shears; sec¬ 
ond place, Holly 
Clatworthy; Third place, 
Sam Hopkins. 


A RHONNDA REUNION AT 
PETER AND RITA’S 60 th! 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 

MALCOLM NUGENT 



Peter and Rita on 
IT was a Rhondda 
reunion last week 
when Porthcawl 
couple Peter and 
Rita Davies cele¬ 
brated their 60th 
anniversary. 

The Mayor of 
Porthcawl, Coun 
Barbara Stubbs and her 
husband Bill called to 
congratulate the happy 
couple, and discovered 
that Rita, Peter and 
Barbara had all lived in 
the same area, and had 
all gone to the same 
Rhondda church. 

That was some time 
ago, of course, and Rita 
and Peter have lived for 
the last 39 years in 
Porthcawl. 

Peter, a toolmaker by 
trade, became very ill at 
the time of their wed¬ 
ding and it had to be 


their wedding day. 

postponed. 

In fact, doctors at the 
time did not give him 
much hope for a long 
life! 

Now, 60 years later, 
when asked what they 
have enjoyed most about 
their lives, they both 
replied simply “being 
together”. 

Rita ’a working life 
included some years as 
clerk to Porthcawl Town 
Council, and she 
checked to see that the 
‘Chain of Office ’ was 
being “kept up to stan¬ 
dard”. 

Peter and Rita have 
travelled extensively 
during their retirement, 
including having been 
three times to Australia 
to see Rita’s sister 
Marian, who lives in 
Melbourne . 


The Hennessys 
triumph in 
sell-out show 


ON September 22, 
The Hennessys per¬ 
formed live to a 
sell-out audience at 
Ewenny Priory 
Church, as part of 
the Ewenny Arts 
Festival. 

Punctuated with ban¬ 
ter and anecdote, Erank 
and fellow band mem¬ 
bers Dave Bums and 
lolo Jones, entertained 
their audience with a 
mix of old favourites 
and more recent pieces. 

Their programme 
combined Welsh and 
Irish heritages, mingled 
with influences from 
elsewhere, to produce an 
emotionally-charged 
selection which soon had 
the audience, gripped 
from the opening bars, 
eager for more. 

Erom the nostalgic 
tones of The Old 
Carmarthen Oak, Ar Lan 
Y Mor and Dewch 
Cymru Lan to the 
humourous Grangetown 
Whale and Pop alley 


Bottles and then to the 
old favourites of Tiger 
Bay, Cardiff born and 
Valley Lights, the listen¬ 
ers were enthralled. 

Their extensive pro¬ 
gramme was packed 
with numbers too 
numerous to record all - 
but which cannot fail to 
mention the ever-popular 
Hearts of Fire and The 
Good Old Days was an 
overwhelming success: 
one which left the audi¬ 
ence requesting the 
band’s return at a future 
date. 

The Hennessys have 
long been a household 
name, beginning in 1966 
when Erank and Dave 
won Cardiff City coun¬ 
cil’s Spotlight on Youth 
competition. 

Frank currently pres¬ 
ents BBC Radio Wales’ 
folk roots and acoustic 
music show, Celtic 
Heartbeat and co-hosts 
the Sunday evening pro¬ 
gramme Frank and Amy 
with Amy Wadge. 


ABOVE: Peter and Rita, with their daughter, Helen Littlewood, 
who lives in Kenilworth, and the mayor and her husband. 






ABOVE: 

Rita comments on the Mayoral Chain that she once used to 
look after as clerk of Porthcawl Town Council. 


i THE MAERDY HOTEL ^ 

Festive Feasts & Family Favourites... 

® Pencoed 01656 860654 


Restaurant Meals Mon to Sat 

Breakfast/Lunch 7am - 3pm 
Evening Meals 5pm - 9pm 
£5 MEAL DEAL served 11 am - 3pm 


Sunday 

LUNCH 

served 

12-4pm 




Festive Fun 
Choices... 

3 Course PARTY 
MENU £14.95. 

(Mon - Thurs, 
12-3pm or 5- 9pm. 
31 Nov-22nd Dec) 

4 Course PARTY EVENING - 

Includes DJ. £29.95. 


(Every Friday & Saturday throughout December) 


Starters 

Winter vegetable soup 
Egg mayonaise 
Prawn cocktail 

Main Course 

Traditional roast turkey 
Siroin beef 

(All served with Yorkshire pudding, 
roast potatoes, seasonal vegetables 
and Christmas trimmings) 


Desserts 

Christmas pudding 
Home made trifle 
Strawberry gateau 

Coffee and 
mince pies 
Book early to avoid 
disappointment 


B&B Packages - an ideal solution! 


Ample Parking Facilities 
Directions: Junction 35 off M4, Pencoed exit, ‘Mercedes’ 
roundabout, situated on left hand side approach. 

www.maerdyhotel.com 
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GUIDE DOG GROUP 
MAKES PLANS FOR 
FUNDRAISING WEEK 


IN recent years, a dedi¬ 
cated group in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough have worked to 
fund the training of 
Guide Dogs. 

With National Dog 
Week starting soon, 
Porthcawl’s NORAH 
CLARKE writes about 
the group’s aims. 

I n 1931, two forward- 
thinking British 
women, Muriel 
Crooke and Rosamund 
Bond, sent for a dog 
trainer from the Swiss 
American organisation 
‘The Seeing Eye’ and in 


October of that year the 
first four British Guide 
Dogs completed their 
training at a lock-up 
garage in Cheshire. 

Now, more than 1,200 
guide dog pups are bred 
every year and since 
1931, more than 29,000 
guide dogs have been 
teamed up with blind or 
partially-sighted people 
to create a life-changing 
partnership. 

One such dog, Hugo, 
lives with an inspira¬ 
tional young man called 
Craig Lundberg. 

Craig was serving as a 
Lance Corporal in the 



PUPILS TAKE TO 
THE STREETS 
FOR MACMILLAN 



ABOVE: Students from Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School turned out to do a street 
collection for Macmillan Nurses in John 
Street, Porthcawl last Eriday. 

(Photo by KEITH E MORGAN). 


2nd Battalion Duke of 
Lancasters’ Regiment 
when he suffered horrif¬ 
ic injuries during a 
rooftop battle with insur¬ 
gents in Basra, Iraq. 

Craig said: “Two 
rocket propelled 
grenades ripped into me. 
I lost my left eye and my 
right eye has so much 
shrapnel in it that I can’t 
see.” 

Determined that being 
blind would not affect 
his independence, he 
applied to Guide Dogs 
and was teamed up with 
Hugo, a Labrador 
retriever cross. 

Craig said: “I can get 
around much quicker 
now. Hugo is a big part 
of my life and is more 
than a guide dog, he is a 
companion. He’s part of 
my family.” 

At 26, Craig has his 
whole life ahead of him, 
and without Hugo that 
life may have been very 
different. However, with 
his faithful friend at his 
side, he can go on to 
achieve whatever he 
wants, despite his sight 
loss. 

Guide Dogs receive 
no government funding 
and operate entirely 
from donations by mem¬ 
bers of the public. 

The national organisa¬ 
tion is helped by 10,000 
volunteers, who carry 
out more than 50 differ¬ 
ent volunteering roles, 
such as brood bitch or 
stud dog holders, board¬ 
ers, kennel assistants, 
puppy socialisers, puppy 
walkers and many more. 

When someone 
becomes a guide dog 
owner. Guide Dogs 
make a commitment to 
provide them with a dog 
for life. 

Once people have 
experienced the differ¬ 
ence a dog makes to 
their freedom of move¬ 
ment, they generally 
want to stick with it. 

Each guide dog part¬ 
nership involves around 
20 months of training 
and seven years of sup- 


Who wants to build 
what and where? 


Mr David Balcombe - McDonalds 
Restaurant, Pencoed Business 
Park, Pencoed - Illuminated double¬ 
sided logo sign. 

BCBC Education Department - 25 
Mervyn Way, Pencoed - Remove 
branches of 1 no. oak tree ((1986) 
OBC No. 08). 

G4S - Parc Prison, Heol Hopcyn 
John, Coity - Lift trees to a maxi¬ 
mum of 5 metres to clear boundary. 
Mr and Mrs Paul and Elaine 
Winstanley - 10 Vintin Terrace, 
Porthcawl - Alteration and single 
storey extension to rear, including 
demolition of existing extension. 

Mrs Ann Milligan - 25 Hilary Way, 
Porthcawl - Erect 1.8m high fence at 
end of rear garden to replace 20ft 
conifer trees. 

Mrs D Judd - 27 Preswylfa Court, 
Bridgend - Replacement of existing 
defective roof. 

Mr P Hawkins - The Old Stables, Ty 
Talwyn Farm, Ffordd y Gyfraith, 


Bridgend - Rebuilding of existing 
barn. 

Mr Matthews - Children’s Day 
Nursery, George Street, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend - 
Construction of log cabin. 

Mr Simon Stewart - Bridgend 
College, Cowbridge Road, 
Bridgend - Relax condition 2 of 
P/IO/IO/EUL to allow the theatre to 
be used for non-ancillary purposes. 
Mr Douglas Ford - 35 Bridgend 
Road, Porthcawl - Extension and 
conversion of existing garage to 
ground floor bedroom. 

Neath Port Talbot CBC - Mynydd 
Brombil, Margam, Porth Talbot - 
Request for scoping opinion for the 
erection of five wind turbines. 

Mr Damien Pondevie - 27 Heol 
Waldsassen, Pencoed - Rear single 
storey extension. 

Mr Peter Lubbock - 48A Heol 
Croesty, Pencoed - Single storey 
extension to side. 


SMILE 
FOR THE 
CAMERA, 
HUGO! 



Craig Lundberg with faithful pal Hugo. 

port while the dog and 
owner are working 
together, and many 
guide dogs still need the 
organisation’s care when 
they retire. This means 
that each partnership 
costs around £50,000. 

The first week in 
October is now known 
as National Guide Dog 
week. 

A few interested peo¬ 
ple have come together 
and formed a local 
Bridgend branch, which 
covers the whole of the 
county borough. 

Our primary aims are 
to raise awareness of the 
work of Guide Dogs, as 
well as raising much- 
needed funds. 

Please look out for us. 

We will be collecting on 
Saturday, October 8, in 
Bridgend town centre to 
mark National Guide 
Dog week. 

There are many dif¬ 
ferent ways that you can 
support the Guide Dog 
organisation. 

Anyone interested in 
learning more about vol¬ 
unteering should contact 
Norah Clarke (volunteer 
guide dog puppy walker) 
on 01656 786018 or 
07776 437565. 


Quiz 

league 

posers 

HERE are your 
four for thought’: 

1. Who is the Greek 
messenger of the Gods? 

2. In mathematics, 
what does the figure of 
eight lying on its side 
represent? 

3. Which Spanish foot¬ 
baller in September 2005 
became the first player to 
reach 50 goals in the his¬ 
tory of the Champions 
League? 

4. Who was forced to 
resign in December 1851 
as Foreign Secretary 
having approved a Coup 
d’etat in France without 
first consulting the 
Queen and Prime 
Minister? He later 
became Prime Minister. 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League). 
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School signs up 
for new Co-op 
green scheme 


PUPILS from 
Brynteg School will 
be going green today 
(Thursday) as they 
raise a flag marking 
the beginning of 
their ‘Green Schools 
Revolution ’. 

The ‘green pioneers’ 
at the school are pledg¬ 
ing their support to save 
the planet now the school 
has registered for The 
Co-operative’s Green 
Schools Revolution pro¬ 
gramme, an initiative 
which will see practical 


environmental studies 
brought to life inside and 
outside of the classroom. 

Mike Ash-Edwards, 
regional secretary for the 
Co-operative Wales, 
said: “There is clearly a 
huge appetite for learn¬ 
ing about eco-issues 
among children and our 
programme is designed 
to satisfy that. 

“It is packed with free 
school trips ideas, lesson 
plans, and green activity 
ideas to do at home too. ” 



The new chaplain with the Sandville medical students. 


New chaplain 
takes up his post 
at the Sandville 


RECENTLY, the 
Rev Dr Duncan 
Walker took up his 
position as hon¬ 
orary chaplain to 
the Sandville Self 
Help Centre at Ton 
Kenfig. 

Rev Walker is the new 
Vicar of Pyle with 
Kenfig, and is a local 
boy. He was bom and 
bred at Cefn Cribwr and 
before attending univer¬ 
sity, he went to Cefn 
Cribwr School and 
Kenfig Hill 

Comprehensive School. 

He studied at Cardiff, 
Glamorgan and Bangor 
Universities, and 

obtained a Bachelor of 
Arts in both arts and 
divinity, as well as a 
doctorate in historical 
theology. 

Before taking up the 
Living of Pyle with 
Kenfig, the Rev Dr 
Walker was curate at 
Gorseinon and then 
Morriston, before 
becoming Vicar of 



Sister Gwyneth Poacher, founder of the Sandville 
Foundation, welcoming the new Honorary 
Chaplain, the Rev Dr Duncan Walker. 


REPORT AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY KEITH E MORGAN 


Llanelli, followed by 
Swansea Uplands. 

While at Swansea, his 
pastoral duties took him 
to the hospice at Ty 
Olwen. His experiences 
at the latter will be of 
great benefit to the 


Sandville Self Help 
Centre. 

He will be holding an 
evening service at St 
Michael’s Church, 
Sandville, at 7pm every 
first Wednesday in the 
month. All are welcome. 


1st Porthcawl Scout Group news 

Cubs and Scouts head 
West for camping week 

IT’S been a busy 
summer down on 
Woodland Avenue: 

A group of 27 Cubs, 

Scouts and our 
seven leaders spent 
a week exploring 
Pembrokeshire 
from their base in 
Goodwick. 

There was camping, 
hiking, canoeing, sight 
seeing and masses of fun 
and laughter. 

The parents were kept 
busy with fundraising 
initiatives. 

A big thank you goes 
to The Seagull’s Friday 
Quiz for the support and 
generous donation. Our 
HQ is now a registered 
recycle collection point 
for used inkjet printer 
cartridges. You can bring 
your old cartridges along 
any Wednesday from 
6pm onwards. 

The most exciting 
news is we have been 
accepted by NatWest 
Conununity Force. This 
initiative makes awards 
to local organisations 
voted for by the public. 


A national on-line 
ballot opens on 
September 27 and you 
can register to vote by 
visiting http://communi- 
tyforce. natwest. com/proj 
ect/1051. Please help us 
raise vital funds needed 
for urgent renovations to 
our HQ. 

The hall is available 
for hire and we want to 
see it opened more often 
for community events. 


It can be made avail¬ 
able on days, nights or 
weekends; contact 
Meirion Lewis on 01656 
784711. 

Finally, if you were a 
Cub or Scout at 1st 
Porthcawl in the past, 
we would like to hear 
from you. Please email 
Istporthcawlscouts @gro 
ups.facebook. com. 

CHRIS 

PUGH-BEVAN 


Bridgend Bridge 
Club round-up 

THE top three in the recent Bridgend Bridge 
Club evenings were; 

September 21 - First, Mary Moore and John 
Beard; second, David Bowen and David 
Crompton; third, John Henson and Geoff 
Tinkler. 

September 16 - First, Mary Moore and John 
Beard; second, John Henson and Terry Dolan; 
third, Linda Pinnock and Marjorie Morris. 

The club meets at 7pm on Wednesdays and 
Fridays at Nolton Church Hall and a warm wel¬ 
come is assured for both new members and visi¬ 
tors. 

A host system is running for those who don’t 
have a partner on Fridays, and a partner-finder 
system operates on Wednesdays. Full details on 
the club website - Google Bridgend Bridge Club. 
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College student’s 
^films with a 
message’ will be 
shown at concert 


TEENAGER Sophie 
Williams, from Kenfig 
Hill, will be making a 
series of short films to 
accompany live rock 
music with ‘Sound? 
2011’ at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre on 
Friday, October 7, 
from 7pm-10.30pm. 

This features Exit 
International and other 
local bands, in celebra¬ 
tion of World Mental 
Health Day. 

A spokeswoman said 
that the event, aimed at 
14-25 year olds, and 
organised by PROMHS 
(consisting of local 
organisations working in 
Bridgend) and Siaradwn 
Ni - Let’s Talk (a five- 
year Big Lottery proj¬ 
ect), will “promote posi¬ 
tive mental health well¬ 
being among young peo¬ 
ple through the medium 
of rock music and film, 
breaking down the bar¬ 
riers to getting support, 
recognition, response 
and recovery. ” 

Throughout the con¬ 
cert, there will be short 
films made by Bridgend 
College student Sophie 
(17) highlighting young 
people’s successes in 
overcoming personal 



SOPHIE 

WILLIAMS. 

issues. 

She explained: “The 
films will start in silhou¬ 
ette of a young person 
telling their own story, 
gradually panning out to 
a full frontal shot as the 
person relates how out 
of personal struggle 
there can be a positive 
ending. 

“Young people facing 
troubled times will listen 
to other young people 
who have faced similar 
experiences. 

The message through¬ 
out the films is that you 
are not alone and there 
is lots of help out there. 

“There is always 
someone you can talk to 
and you are never alone. 


At the end of the films 
there will be information 
contact numbers.” 

Live music will be 
provided by Cardiff 
alternative indie rock 
band Exit International 
and Bridgend-based 
bands Colours of One (a 
five piece alternative 
rock band),Where is 
Billy, Stars & Flights, 
Four Words Later and 
Station 13. 

Supported by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s The 
Gathering, Bridgend 
College, Black River 
Arts and Hobos, all tick¬ 
ets are £3. 

Tickets can be pur¬ 
chased on the night or 
before the concert at 
BAVO (112-113 
Commercial Street, 
Maesteg), Bauhaus 
Coffee Shop (Wyndham 
Street, Bridgend), 
Bridgend Music Store, 
Londis Store 
(Bryngolau, Bryntirion), 
Hobos (Queens Street, 
Bridgend), Black River 
Arts and band members. 

For further details, 
call 01656 642688 or 
visit www.thegath- 
eringonline. co. uk 


LATEST NEWS FROM THE 
LITCHARD PRIMARY SCHOOL 


WELCOME BACK! 

WELL, the summer holidays are over 
and it is the start of a new academic 
year. 

We hope you all enjoyed the holidays 
and have returned to school feeling rested 
and ready for the busy year ahead. 

MIND THE CHILDREN! 

PLEASE, please, please do not drive 
on to the school campus or park on 
the yellow hazard lines, while chil¬ 
dren are around. 

We are very concerned that an accident 
might happen and we would not forgive 
ourselves if someone, child or adult was 
seriously harmed. 

These are difficult times for everyone, 
with construction workers’ vehicles and staff 
vehicles using the car park. 

If you are the holder of a blue disability 
badge, then you can apply for a special per¬ 
mit; otherwise, please walk the children into 
school. 

Please also be considerate of residents 
living close to the school by parking sensi¬ 
bly and not blocking their driveways and 
street entrances. 

NESTLE BOX TOPS 

THANK you for all your support in 
collecting the Nestle cereal box top 
tokens. 

The children really enjoy bringing them 
in and we have had some lovely books in 
exchange. 

If you would like any more information 
please log onto www.boxtops4books.co.uk or 
speak to Mrs Tatchell in the Nursery depart¬ 
ment. 

CHRISTMAS 

SHOPPING 

FRIENDS of Litchard Primary 
School (FOLPS) will be running a 
Christmas shopping trip to 
Cheltenham on Saturday, November 
12 . 

The bus will be leaving from outside the 
school gates at Sam, and returning home 
from Cheltenham at 5.30pm. 

The cost for this trip is £12 per person. 


Anyone wishing to go to the races for the 
Paddy Power Gold Cup day can catch the 
local bus to the racecourse as the first race is 
not until around mid day. Entrance to the 
races can be paid at the gate on the day. 

Can anyone interested please send money 
into school (cash only) please as soon as 
possible? Seats will be allocated on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

CONGRATULATIONS to the following 
children on their superb achievements: 
Poppy Bayliss (Miss Duffy) - two rosettes 
for horse riding; Hari Owen-Jones (Miss 
Duffy) - bronze level certificate for gym¬ 
nastics; Thomas Hey cock (Miss Duffy) - 
level two duckling swimming award and a 
certificate for longbow archery; Kaitlyn 
Perry (Mrs Gilbert) received a dancing cer¬ 
tificate. Lewis Chalmers (Mrs Gilbert) - 
5m backstoke rainbow distance award. 

Ebony Johns (Mrs Parslow) achieved 
three swimming awards during the summer 
holidays - 5m, 10m and 25m; Dai awn ti! 
Demi Wallis (Mrs Parslow) was awarded 
martial arts and dance experience certifi¬ 
cates. Well done! 

Chelsea Stevens (Mrs Parslow) had a 
brilliant holiday in Dawhsh Warren and 
gained a first and third in the disco dancing 
competitions and also completed two 
lengths of the swimming pool. 

Ewan Brough (Mrs Parslow) described 
his holiday in Majorca as “amazing” and 
returned home with a Diploma 1 in Sjoelbak 
from the Hotel Club Cala Barca. 

Aiden Simons and Iwan Wheeler (6S) 
and Lowri Howells and lestyn Thomas (6R) 
aU received certificates for their Learning 
Log of the Week. Megan Howe (6S) 
received a Merit Grade 1 theory in piano. 
Abigail Linforth (6S) received a Grade 2 
merit in violin. 

THANK 
YOU ALL! 

THANK you for all the fantastic year-1 
home tasks we have had in so far! We are 
looking forward to more coming in over 
the next few weeks. 


SIGN IN AND OUT! 

CAN we kindly remind parents that chil¬ 
dren have to be signed out in the school 
office if they are leaving the school prem¬ 
ises for any reason during school hours. 

If returning to school during the day, then 
children also must be signed back in. This 
is so that we are aware of every child that is 
on the school premises. Thank you. 

SCHOOL CLOSED 

LITCHARD Primary school will be 
closed to pupils on Monday, October 31 
for staff training. 

We are also closed week commencing 
Monday, October 24 for half term. 

CONSULTATIONS 

PARENT and teacher consultation meet¬ 
ings will take place in the week commenc¬ 
ing November 7. 

Your child will be given an appointment 
time by their class teacher. Please contact 
the class teacher if this is not convenient. 

WILDMILL 
YOUTH CLUB 

WE have been asked to include the fol¬ 
lowing information by Debbie Bryn 
Senior Youth Worker at Wildmill 
Youth Club. 

Opening times Monday and Wednesday 
5pm-7pm (8-12years). Costs 50p per session 
and all new members will need a registra¬ 
tion form signed by a parent or carer. 

Dance (with Greg Sage) street dance, 
Hip-Hop etc, 7pm-9pm. 50p or two time 
credits. 

DATES FOR 
THE DIARY 

SEPTEMBER 30: France Trip; Year-4 
Llancaiach Fawr Trip; Macmillan 
Coffee Fundraiser (infants pm). 

November 3: Macmillan Coffee 
fundraiser. 

November 4: Year-3 Techniquest trip. 


Cadets are bowled over! 


BRIDGEND 
Municipal Bowling 
Club have been 
hosting the cadets 
of Bridgend 
Squadron Air 
Cadets through the 
summer, with 
cadets acquiring 
the skills of the bias 
and bringing youth¬ 


ful enthusiasm to 
the senior mem¬ 
bers, on their green 
at the Angel Street 
rink. 

With a social evening 
at the units headquarters 
in Coity, escorted by Mr 
Malcolm Jones, a cadet 
parent and Civilian 
Welfare Committee 
member, club president 


Christopher-Charles 
Wright, himself a 
Normandy veteran, pre¬ 
sented the squadron with 
a cheque for £100 
towards the cadet current 
appeal for funding a 
flight-simulator. 

The donation came 
from the proceeds of the 
members’ raffle at the 
president’s annual tea 
party, which this year 


held a special signifi¬ 
cance, as Christopher- 
Charles intends standing 
down from his post after 
a full 60 years of exem¬ 
plary service. 

Receiving the cheque 
on behalf of the cadets 
fund, unit welfare offi¬ 
cer, Flight Lieutenant 
Diane Biddles congratu¬ 
lated Mr. Wright on his 
noteworthy contribution 
to the Bridgend Bowling 
Club and to the borough 
and thanked him for his 
valuable addition to the 
squadron’s funding. 

“It is satisfying that 
the more senior citizens 
can apply the time to 
impart their skills to the 
younger generation. The 
social interaction 
between the club and the 
squadron is gratifying 
and proves the value of 
those committed young 
people of Bridgend,” she 
said. 

The Squadron accepts 
membership for boys 
and girls joining aged 
from 13 years (mini¬ 
mum) up to their 16th 
birthday, for a broad- 
based training and 
leisure program of 
events. 

Parents can bring their 
‘recruit’ along any 
Tuesday or Friday 
evening at 7.30pm and 
we are always on the 
lookout for additional 
volunteer civilian-staff, 
parents or ex-service 
personnel, as instruc¬ 
tors or as fundraisers 
for our welfare com¬ 
mittee. 

Call u01656 667640 
afternoons or at the 
squadron headquarters 
on 01656 649092. DB 


floniQD 


11-12 Subway Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 736421 

Ws/t our website; 

KITCHENS & BEDROOMS www.crefltkitchens.co.uk 


KITCHEN MAKBOVERS 

/4th Replacement Doors & Worktops 



I 


60 Colours with 25 Designs all Made to Measure 


* Made to measure doors, any size. 

* Over 60 colours with 25 designs in mix and match. 

* Extra units available made to size to match existing 

* Worktops, sinks and appliances available. 

* FREE no obligation quotes. 

* Full Installation or supply only. 

Senomc/r Sout^ ^ auefi 40 cfean 4 r 


Creative Living Made Easy 



FOR THE WAY YOU LIVE 

UPVC, Aluminium & Timber • Contemporary Entrance Doors • Bi-Folding Doors 
Hybrid Windows & Doors • Glass Balustrades & Balconies 
Extensions • Refurbishments & Renovations • Interior Design 

iFENSAl CREATIVE 

746353 wtcow&BU UiLTP 

Mvifw.creativewindorwafidbuild.co.uk Info^cnBat w winckiwandbyitLco.ulc 
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Porthcawl welcomes Elvis 
fans to this yearns festival 


THE eminence grise behind the 
Porthcawl Elvis Festival, Peter Phillips, 
was amazed last weekend at how the 
event continues to grow. 

He told The GEM: “These days, the festival 
is far exceeding my expectations when we 
started it. 

“So many puhs and cluhs are putting on 
events that we don’t even know about - which 
is just what we hoped would happen.” 

He added: “The sheer scale of events put on 
at the Hi-Tide Inn, for instance, is quite amaz¬ 
ing.” 




ABOVE: Simon Patrick took the title of ‘Best European Elvis’. 



Bridgend College students were in the ‘busking at the bandstand’ 
competition in John Street - singing Elvis songs of course! 



■'4 
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ABOVE: Pete Storm was the ‘Best Vegas Elvis’ award-winner. 


ABOVE: Putting on the style outside the Porthcawl Hotel. 


1 

tew, i 
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ABOVE: One of the many special Elvis 
menus available over the weekend. 


Ben Thompson 
took the best 
newcomer award. 
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Local store flies 
banner to support 
local Food Bank 



Bryntirion Comprehensive PTA news 


BRYNTIRION Comprehensive 
School PTA holds its annual gen¬ 
eral meeting on October 4, in D 
Block at 7pm and is looking out 
for new members and ideas. 

The PTA raises funds to advance the 
education of pupils, in conjunction with 
the headteacher, teachers and the student 
council. 

Parents or guardians of pupils, past par¬ 
ents (or guardians), grandparents, friends 
of the school, members of staff, ancillary 
staff and governors as well as pupil repre¬ 
sentation make up the PTA. 

It holds meetings on the first Tuesday of 


each month, during term time at 6.30pm in 
the teachers common room. 

Check with the school to confirm times 
on 01656 641100. 

In June, the PTA had a bag packing day 
at Sainsbury’s, which resulted in £626 
being raised for both the school rugby tour 
of South Africa and the Duke of 
Edinburgh trek undertaken by the Welsh 
Baccalaureate students. 

Over the last couple of years, over 
£4,000 was raised for a school radio sta¬ 
tion, run by the students under the guid¬ 
ance of the media department. 

In early October, the PTA plan a spon¬ 
sored swim which has always been a well 


supported. Teams of up to six people swim 
lengths over a designated time. Each mem¬ 
ber of the winning team gets a £10 WH 
Smith gift voucher. There is also a prize 
for the most sponsorship collected by stu¬ 
dents. 

A school cookbook is also planned, 
with students and parents contributing 
recipes. The cookbooks will then be avail¬ 
able for sale before Christmas. All students 
who submit a recipe will have their name 
published. 

Andrew Thalayasingam 
(Chairman, Bryntirion 
Comprehensive School PTA) 


What kind of dog will choose you? 


In the photograph are Cheryl Powell, public relations, 
Sainsburys, Bridgend, Coun Jeff Tildesley, trustee, 
with several of the Food Bank volunteers. 


BRIDGEND Food 
Bank has been nomi¬ 
nated as Sainsburys 
Charity of the Year, 
2011 and to recognise 
this support, a new 
banner was officially 
launched by Coun Jeff 
Tildesley, trustee, on 
the shop front of the 
food bank 79A Nolton 
Street, Bridgend. 

The banner was kind¬ 
ly donated by Phillip 
Carter Signs, Brynmeyn. 

The trustees of the 
Food Bank have 
expressed thanks to 
Sainsburys store manger, 
Simon Lean. 

There is a food collec¬ 
tion drop-off point situ¬ 


ated in the store below a 
further banner. 

Donations can also be 
made at any of the satel¬ 
lites. 

Bridgend Food Bank 
is a Christian charity, 
launched officially in 
2010, by the then BCBC 
Mayor, Coun Jeff 
Tildesley. It aims to sup¬ 
ply three days of food for 
a family in need, free of 
charge. 

The Food Bank 
launched an appeal to 
churches and schools 
across Bridgend county 
borough, to donate 
Harvest proceeds to the 
charity and the response 
has been “overwhelm¬ 
ing”. 


The Food Bank will 
also be present at the 
Bridgend Food Festival, 
this weekend. 

The Food Bank fed 
221 people, including 50 
children during August 
when it received 1,395kg 
of food, and 355kg came 
directly from Sainsburys. 

There are a number of 
Satellites around the 
county, the newest being 
launched recently in 
Maesteg, all manned by 
local volunteers. 

Food Bank manager, 
Gerald Manners, can be 
contacted at 79a Nolton 
St, or on 01656 858713. 


Accolade for council’s 
recycling partnership 





We've got small ones, tall ones, cheeky ones and squeaky ones. 



BRIDGEND County Borough 
Council (BCBC) has beaten 
stiff competition from two of 
Wales’s largest authorities to 
be named the country’s council 
recycling champions. 

Thanks to votes from the public, 
BCBC beat Rhondda Cynon Taf 
Council and Newport City Council in 
the local authority partnership category 
of Cylch’s Wales Recycling Awards. 

BCBC made the shortlist after 
impressing judges with the recycling 
performance over the last year, deliv¬ 
ered in partnership with May Gurney. 

Coun Phil White, BCBC’s cabinet 
member for communities, said: “Our 


residents have helped to make 
Bridgend such a recycling success 
story and now they’ve helped us to win 
this award too - so I would like to 
thank each and everyone. 

“Residents have made a real effort at 
home to increase the amount they recy¬ 
cle and this took us from being the sec¬ 
ond worst recycling borough in Wales 
to one of the best. Now, not only are 
we the most improved in Wales, we’re 
also the proud winners of a Cylch 
award!” 

BCBC’s recycling scheme is also in 
the final of the prestigious APSE 
awards, as well as national recycling 
industry awards edie and Green Apple 
and the CIPR PRide awards. 




What do you 
want from your 
Window Company? 

Quality product •Value for money 

• Exceptional product and 1st class installation 

• Neat clean installation • Quick delivery 

• Comprehensive guarantee • High security 

• Peace of mind • No hard sales talk 

• Friendly highly recommended company 

YOUR LOCAL BFRC 
AUTHORISED RETAILER. 
SUPPLYING YOU WITH ENERGY 
EFFICIENT WINDOWS 
FROM A-C RATING. 


Sparplas...for people who expect the very best! 



• PVC-u Windows • Doors • Bi-Folding Doors • Conservatories • Small Building Work 


&09FJk £> 

BRYNMENYN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
BRYNMENYN, BRIDGEND Tel: (01656) 772200 



( 

•uP X* 



Probably the best 
Window Company 
in Wales! 


10 Year 

lomcprq 

Insurance 

Backed 

Guarantee 



sporty ones, haughty ones, fluffy ones and scruffy ones. 


If fou're k>o4iirtg for a lovely dog come to Dogs Trust Bcidgeod. 

^ AWv* K^ppy ■ 

^ TVi«r^‘.*i rriicMxhippt^d 

^ ^nd glvun i cc ''ipldfi haaTth-check 

^ We )I qr«e yoLv dog 4 weeks free Insurance 
^ yduMi free aO^e throughojt your ctog^ Me 
16 se* all our dogs, vtsit our website. dogstnistjOf9.uli 


You can trust a dog from <^‘1 DogsTrust 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 lyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl @ yahoo.co.uk 



Aberkenfig 

WI 

ABERKENFIG & 
District WI has lost 
two outstanding mem¬ 
bers in the last few 
weeks - firstly, Vi 
Powell whose funeral 
was recently attended 
by seven members; fol¬ 
lowed by Betty Hughes, 
who had been head of 
biology at Ynysawdre 
Comprehensive School. 

She was a member of 
Tondu and District Art 
Society, and she always 
played the piano to 
accompany carols at the 
WFs Christmas parties. 

Her funeral took place 
last Monday. 

Last Thursday, 
September 22, members 
entertained the Link 
members in St John’s 
Church Hall, 

Aberkenfig. 

The link, which con¬ 
sists of Mynydd Cynfig, 
Cefn Cribbw and 
Laleston women’s insti¬ 
tutes, were invited to a 
social evening with a 
difference. 

Entertainment took 
the form of a fashion 
show by a local bou¬ 
tique, Gemini Fashions 
of Aberkenfig. 

The outfits included 
daywear and special 
occasion wear. There 
was also a table with 
handbags and handmade 
jewellery for sale. 

The next meeting will 
be the annual general 
meeting at 2pm on 
October 12 in the 


Welfare Hall, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig. 

The competition will 
be for an item beginning 
with the letter T’ and 
there will be a sales 
table. New members and 
visitors are welcomed. 

Choir concert 

COR Meibion Cwm 
Garw (Garw Valley 
male voice choir) is 
again arranging a con¬ 
cert at the Pontycymer 
Centre to raise funds 
for the British Legion 
poppy day appeal on 
October 15, with the 
RAF St Athan 
Voluntary Band. 

Betws Primary School 
choir will also be per¬ 
forming. 

Laleston 

Gardening 

Club 

THE annual show was 
recently held in the 
clubhouse, and attract¬ 
ed a total of 345 excel¬ 
lent exhibits. 

Considering Laleston 
is a small community, 
the display of vegetables 
and flora was exception¬ 
al, as was the arts and 
craft, photography, and 
domestic entries. The 
novice section winner 
was Patrick Stevens. 

The vegetable, fruit 
and flower trophies and 
cups were won by Sian 
James, Sue Ford, Marion 
John and Aubrey 
Howard respectively. 

The Handicraft 
Memorial Bowl was 
won by Sian James; 
Brian Rule won the 


Ethel Hayball Cup for 
arts and craft; Miss 
Blandy Cup for 
Domestic was won by 
Val Lincez for her first 
class entries of cakes 
and jams. 

The President’s Cup 
was awarded to Sian 
James for gaining the 
most points in the show. 

The members thank 
all who assisted in the 
smooth running of the 
exhibition; with a spe¬ 
cial mention for the 3rd 
Bridgend Scouts and 
Explorers who helped to 
erect and take down the 
marquees. 

Carol concert 

A CHRISTMAS carol 
concert is being organ¬ 
ised at Maesteg 
Comprehensive School 
by the Salvation Army 
on November 25 at 
7pm. 

Also taking part will 
be the Maesteg chil¬ 
dren’s choir, the 
Salvation Army band 
and musicians from the 
school. 

It is hoped members 
of the audience will 
donate a toy which will 
be passed on to the 
needy children in the 
area. Toys for children 
aged 10-15 will be espe¬ 
cially appreciated. 

Hedgehog 

lessons 

MEMBERS of the 
South and West Wales 
Wildlife Trust are hold¬ 
ing a special event for 
children, with the 
Cardiff-based hedge¬ 


hog rescue group at 
Parc Slip visitor centre, 
Tondu, on Saturday, 
October I, between 
lOam and I2noon. 

This will help the 
children learn about 
hedgehogs and there will 
also be crafts. 

The cost for each 
child is £2 and it would 
be appreciated if they 
also brought a tin of cat 
food for the rescue 
group. Contact Nicola 
on 01656 724100. 

Parc Slip watch group 
will now be meeting on 
the first Saturday of each 
month between 10am 
and 12noon. 

There will be a talk 
by conservation officer 
Julian Woodman on the 
botanical highlights in 
Bridgend county bor- 
oughl, in Ogmore 
Constituency Labour 
Party social club, 
Bryntirion, Bridgend, on 
Monday, October 3 
between 7.30pm- 
9.30pm, visitors wel¬ 
come. 

School news 

TYNYRHEOL pri¬ 


mary school has wel¬ 
comed a new teacher, 
Mr David 
Goldsworthy. 

Physical education is 
compulsory and it is 
essential that the child’s 
PE kit is in school on the 
relevant days. 

The headteacher has 
reminded parents to 
make sure the school has 
up to date emergency 
contact details. Last 
term, the school had dif¬ 
ficulty contacting some 
parents as their numbers 
either didn’t accept 
incoming calls or were 
unobtainable. 

Parents, governors 
and friends of the school 
are invited to the harvest 
service at Calfaria 
Chapel on Friday, 
September 30 at 9.30am. 
It is hoped that as many 
pupils as possible can 
bring in a harvest gift to 
be distributed to the sen¬ 
ior citizens of 
Llangeinor and Treetops 
after the service. 

The new cross-coun¬ 
try season starts on 
Saturday, October 1, at 


Ynysawdre 

Comprehensive School, 
on the old Archbishop 
McGrath school fields. 

Races are held at local 
comprehensive schools, 
usually once a month. 
Contact Miss Crowle. 

Free trip 

HOREB chapel, 
Nantymoel, will be 
holding a free 
Christmas party trip; 
children can earn the 
opportunity of going on 
this special event by 
attending seven differ¬ 
ent Sunday school 
classes at 4.30pm. 

Telephone Chris on 
01443 675424 for fur¬ 
ther details. 

Annual 

concert 

OGMORE Valley Male 
Voice Choir recently 
held its 29th annual 
concert; the proceeds 
from which are donat¬ 
ed to a nominated 
charity. 

This year, the charity 
was a group of volun¬ 
teers who help the 
housebound, and the 


FOROTHORNE 

We go the extra mile 



A ry FM l#Qr« • wijB Mrv«c £90 v • M 


(worth over £100) 




• Roadiidt AMfStanct 


. ' * 
1(313 :• : Q 


Buy a Value 

and receive 

Ford Roadside 4 
Assistance 

ABSOLUTELY FREE 


Load Continuation an 
Coinmarclals 


Temporenr Loan Vehicle or 
Owernight Acccmmodation 
or Publie Transport Coat 
TraHers/Caravans Bac o rarad 
toSalaPlaca 


Accident Racovery If Attended by 
Pollot or Emergency Services 


FORDTHORNE CSHOIFF 
Penarth Road 

029 2022 3100 


In brief 


Children’s disco 
ON October 15, there 
will be a charity chil¬ 
dren’s disco, (under-8), 
fancy dress optional, 
in Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre at 
I0am-I2noon, 
£2.50/child or £5/fami- 
ly, tickets on door. 
Decorate a ginger¬ 
bread man, facepaint¬ 
ing, sweets, lucky dip, 
fancy dress. Stalls for 
Christmas shopping: 
Donations of cakes and 
raffle prizes welcome, 
telephone Julie on 
01656 662564. 

Proceeds in aid of 
The National 
Childbirth Trust Vale 
and Valleys Branch 
Reg. Charity No. 
801395. 

www.nct.org.uk/in- 
your-area/southwales 
Pre-school 
fundraiser 
A PRE-SCHOOL 
fundraising event at 
Colwinston Village 
Hall at 8pm on 
November 12 will fea¬ 
ture local band Helter 
Skelter; buffet, auction 
and raffle. Tickets 
£10, available directly 
from Preschool or The 
Came Arms. 

Tax Help 
TAX help for older 
people will hold an 
advice session at 
Pencoed Library on 
Thursday, October 20, 
to book an appoint¬ 
ment, telephone 0845 
60I332I, which is also 
the helpline. 


concert raised the mag¬ 
nificent sum of £500. 

A cheque was present¬ 
ed to their secretary 
Janet Cronin. 

The choir started the 
concert with ‘Deus 
Salutis’ and Leonard 
Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah’, 
accompanied by Debbie 
Lewis and conducted by 
the musical director Lira 
Paskin. 

The guest soloist. 
Eisteddfod prizewinner, 
baritone Andrew 
Matthews, sang ‘Confide 
in me’ and ‘If I loved 
you’ from the show 
Carousel. He was 
accompanied by Lira 
Paskin, the choir’s musi¬ 
cal director on the piano. 

The choir then 
returned with Alwyn 
Humphries’ arrangement 
of ‘Plaisir D’Amour’ 
and Valerie Hoppe’s 
arrangement of ‘Hafan 
Gobaith’. 

These were followed 
by the Urdd National 
Eisteddfod pianist, Ifan 
Jenkin, playing pieces 
by Lizst. 

The choir were joined 
by regular soloist, Catrin 
Eleri Jenkin, singing ‘Oh 
virgin of the heavenly 
hosts’. 

The second half com¬ 
menced with the choir 
singing ‘This is the 
moment’ from the musi¬ 
cal Jekyll and Hyde, and 


then the ever popular 
‘Calon Lan’ with choir 
member Phil Davies 
accompanying on guitar. 

Ifan Jenkin (piano), 
guest soloist baritone 
Andrew Matthews and 
the choir completed the 
concert, with Catrin 
Eleri Jenkin joining 
them in the ‘Gaelic 
Blessing’ and the audi¬ 
ence joined in with the 
Welsh National Anthem. 

Noah’s Ark 

A MUSICAL evening is 
being held at All 
Saint’s Church, Pen-y- 
Fai, on October 13 at 
6pm, with all proceeds 
being donated to the 
above appeal. 

Stars of the evening 
will be the children’s 
choir from Pen-y-Fai, 
assisted by the male 
voice choir from 
Coytrahen ‘Bois Goetre- 
Hen a’r Cylch’. 

37th concert 

COR Meibion Maesteg 
a’r Cylch (Maesteg and 
district male voice 
choir) will be holding 
its 37th annual concert 
at Maesteg Town Hall 
on Saturday, October 
22 at 7pm. 

Tickets (£8) can be 
obtained from any choir 
member, from 
Llangynwyd post office, 
or by telephone on 
01656 735305. 


Inspirational 
Jieying 
‘didn’t drop 
single mark’ 



Jieying at Jesus College, Cambridge. 


Last week, The 
GEM featured the 
astonishing achieve¬ 
ment of a Chinese 
teenager who 

arrived in the coun¬ 
try in 2009 and has 
won a place at 
Cambridge 
University. 

Jieying Luo from 
Barry, aged 19, achieved 
four A* A-Levels while 
struggling to learn the 
English language. 

Following The GEM’s 
story. Saint David’s 
Catholic College in 
Cardiff, where Jieying 
studied, got in touch with 
us to underline her amaz¬ 
ing achievement and to 
highlight a particular fea¬ 
ture of it. 

Alwyn Lloyd, the 
assistant principal of the 
college, said: “Jieying 


came to St David’s and 
studied physics, chem¬ 
istry, mathematics and 
further mathematics at A- 
Level. 

“She gained A*s in all 
her subjects with the 
amazing feat of not drop¬ 
ping a single mark in the 
upper sixth! 

“She was also a major 
contributor to St David’s 
Engineering Scheme. 

“The college is proud 
of the achievements of 
Jieying. She is an inspira¬ 
tional student and we 
would like to wish her 
well in her studies at 
Cambridge.” 

Jieying is currently 
working in 

Gloucestershire for a 
company called Delphi 
during a ‘gap year’, and 
will start her engineering 
course in Cambridge 
next year. 
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Suzy Davies (far right) with Andrew RT Davies at the 
Bakerboy cafe in John Street, Porthcawl, with owner Caroline 
Jones (second left) and manageress Christine Ellis Evans. 


Tory leader gets 
progress report on 
£500,000 project 


WELSH 
Conservative leader 
Andrew RT Davies, 
AM, was in 
Porthcawl recently 
to meet party mem¬ 
bers - and also 
inspect plans to 
revamp Porthcawl 
YMCA. 

Mr Davies, who is 
leader of the opposition 
at the Welsh Assembly, 
first met Abbie 
Vaughan and her team 
at the Home and 
Colonial delicatessen, 
before moving onto the 
YMCA, where he was 


welcomed by Suzy 
Davies, regional AM for 
south Wales west. 

Rev Colin Richards 
of the YMCA outlined 
the £500,000 scheme, 
which is due to start in 
January, and which will 
see the building entirely 
redeveloped. 

After a brief tour of 
the building, Mr Davies 
moved onto the 
Bakerboy cafe next 
door, where he met 
owner Caroline Jones 
and her staff and 
enjoyed a welcome cup 
of coffee. 

Mr Davies was being 
followed by a camera 


crew from BBC Wales, 
who were preparing an 
item for their coverage 
of the Conservative 
Party conference next 
week and they filmed 
him talking to 
Porthcawl residents 
and councillors. 

Among those wel¬ 
coming the politician to 
the town was borough 
councillor Rosemary 
Deere and former town 
mayor Mary Emment 
Lewis. 


KITCHENS LTD 


Sales Showroom & Factory: 

11-12 Subway Road, Barry CF63 4QT 

Tel. 01446 736421/743883 

Kitchens & Bedrooms 


Tails and 
trails 

On Sunday, October 2, 
there is a chance to 
explore Kenfig National 
Nature Reserve and 
learn about its history 
and folklore with fun- 
filled guided walks, 
hosted by a local story 
teller from 10.30am- 
11.30am. 

Meet at the Kenfig 
National Nature 

Reserve’s centre. 

Admission is free. 
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Wedding Fayrfs 



LLANTWIT MAJOR police have 
appealed to the public to come forward 
with any information that will help 
them to track down those responsible 
for a spate of burglaries over last week¬ 
end. 

Thieves got away with high tech equip¬ 
ment and a car worth thousands of pounds. 
Three burglaries were reported in Leigh 
Close between the hours of 10.30pm on 


GOODS ARE STOLEN IN BURGLARIES 


September 24 and 8.15pm the next day. 

A fourth burglary was carried out at 
nearby Boverton Court during the time 
period. 

A police spokesman told The GEM: 
“During the burglaries, a number of items 
were removed, including flat screen televi¬ 
sions, an IPhone 4, an IPhone 3, a pink 
Samsung mobile phone, a Nintendo Wii and 
Microsoft Xbox 360 games consoles, cash, 
debit and credit cards, a HP laptop, an 


Advent laptop and a Hitachi camcorder. 

“A car was also taken from one of the 
properties, after a spare key was stolen. 

“The motor vehicle is a black Ford 
Fiesta Zetec, registration CA57 LCJ, which 
has tinted windows and a child seat in the 
car. ” 

Police are appealing for anyone with 
information to contact them on 101, or 
Crimestoppers (anonymously) on 0800 555 

111 . 
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OPEN EVENING 

FOR YEAR 7 INTAKE IN 2012 




Porthcawl Comprehensive School is a very happy school with a proven track record of success 

Situated very close to the coast the school has served the town and surrounding areas for nearly eighty years. 
The considerable achievements of the school are based upon care, and a disciplined learning environment. Each 
child is treated as an individual and the school strives to ensure each child reaches their full potential. 

Porthcawl Comprehensive benefits from some of the best facilities locally. A recent major investment in ICT, 
via a virtualised network, has greatly enhanced opportunities for the students. As well as its outstanding academic 
record the school offers much more to its learners. A national reputation has been developed for the excellence of 
Performing Arts; many former students are now household names, Rob Brydon and Ruth Jones to name two. The 
schools sporting achievements are also first class, Welsh Internationals Ryan Bevington and Tom Pry die being the 
latest to have come through PorthcawTs ranks. 

The school’s mission statement encapsulates what the school stands for, “All at Porthcawl Comprehensive 
School are committed to providing a caring, disciplined, learning environment based on mutual respect where all 
develop their talents to the full”. 
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Classic car show 
boost for charities 


•> 

Chris Major 



receives a 



cheque. 

r 



L 
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ALL proceeds from 
the annual South 
Wales Classic Car 
show at Pencoed 
are being donated 
to charities. 

The first to benefit 
were the Bobath Centre 
for children with cere¬ 
bral palsy, which 
received a cheque for 
£3,000 and the 
Heronsbridge School 
which received a dona¬ 
tion of £1,800. 

Other donations con¬ 
tinue throughout the year 
to local charities nomi¬ 
nated by South Wales 
Classic Car Club mem¬ 
bers. 

Bobath’s fundraising 
manager, Gail Griffiths, 
received the cheque 
from committee member 
Malcolm Champion on 



The cheque is presented to Bobath. 


behalf of the children’s 
centre, while Chris 
Major, former head¬ 
teacher at Heronsbridge, 
was persuaded out of 
retirement to receive a 
cheque from 
Heronsbridge student 
Kirsty Jones, whose 
father Vince is a member www.swccc.net 
of the club. 


The club meets on the 
first Wednesday of every 
month and membership 
is open to anyone with 
an interest in classic 
cars. 

Further details are 
available from the club’s 
website at 


PORTHCAWL REGENERATION: 

^Residents hit by double 
whammy’ Tory AM claims 


THE shadow regenera¬ 
tion minister at the 
Welsh Assembly has 
raised concerns about 
Porthcawl regeneration 
with Bridgend County 
Borough Council 

(BCBC). 

Byron Davies, who is the 
Welsh Conservative regional 
AM for south Wales west, has 
held two meetings with mem¬ 
bers of Porthcawl Civic Trust 
Society and Porthcawl Shout. 

Members raised a number 
of issues with him about the 
way in which the regenera¬ 
tion process has been handled 
by the council, and also about 
the terms of the deal thrashed 
out between the council and 
the private landowners 
involved. 

Mr Davies has now written 
to BCBC chief executive, Jo 
Farrar, asking a series of 
questions: “One of the issues 
which was raised with me was 
what was happening to the 
Monster Park,” he said. 

“I was told that, initially, it 
had been decided that the 
freehold of the Monster Park 
would be purchased by the 
current leaseholders, but this 
has changed with the council 
now buying it themselves. 

“I am concerned that 
BCBC taxpayers are being 
hit by a double whammy. 
They are already compensat¬ 
ing the leaseholders for giving 
up the lease on the park, and 


are now having to compen¬ 
sate the owners of this land as 
well. 

“This will further bite into 
the projected profits which 
the council expect to get from 
this scheme. I want to know 
why this change has come 
about and whether the cabi¬ 
net itself has discussed it and 
taken the decision. 

“We could be talking of a 
considerable sum here, as it 
may well be treated as a ran¬ 
som strip.” 

‘PROFITS QUERIED’ 

Mr Davies has also queried 
how much profit the Sandy 
Bay caravan park made dur¬ 
ing its final year of normal 
operations. 

“It has been said to me that 
the decision to close the cara¬ 
van site was grossly prema¬ 
ture, as 10 years later nothing 
has been done with the land. 

“The timing of this closure 
would appear to have cost 
council taxpayers dearly in 
lost revenue from the site. It 
has also robbed Porthcawl, 
which is a major seaside 
resort, of facilities for camper 
vans and touring caravans. 

“Nothing has been done yet 
to replace these facilities, 
which means that the owners 
of camper vans and tourers 
may have been deterred from 
staying in the town, with a 
loss of revenue to businesses.” 

Members of the Civic 
Trust Society and Shout feel 
that the favourable terms 


being given to the current 
leaseholders to operate kiosks 
and other elements of the 
regeneration scheme amount 
to giving them an unfair com¬ 
mercial advantage over other 
businesses in the town. 

Mr Davies has asked if the 
council has had legal advice 
on this issue from either its 
own officers or from others 
and if not, does it intend to 
seek this? 

Mr Davies said that as 
shadow regeneration minis¬ 
ter, he has doubts about what 
Porthcawl will gain in terms 
of improving its attraction to 
tourists from this scheme. 

“So far, it seems to be all 
about providing the town 
with a new Tesco store and 
extra housing. Neither of 
those will improve the coun¬ 
cil’s attraction to tourists. 

“Where is the swimming 
pool or leisure centre that 
both residents and visitors 
can enjoy?” 

Mr Davies added that he 
shared concerns with council 
taxpayers who could see their 
share of the profits being 
reduced if land values do not 
recover to the levels they were 
at in 2006, when the valua¬ 
tions for this scheme were 


done. 

“I understand that outside 
valuers have warned the 
council that it could be more 
than 20 years before land val¬ 
ues bounce back to those lev¬ 
els,” he said. 

“It is my fear that the resi¬ 
dents of Porthcawl will see 
these key sites sold off with 
very little to show for it. 

“Once the land is gone, it’s 
gone for ever. This is 
Porthcawl’s only chance to 
cash in on its prime assets 
and provide itself with much 
needed extra facilities.” 

Mr Davies is also con¬ 
cerned about the secrecy sur¬ 
rounding the regeneration 
process: “If it were not for 
articles which appeared in 
The GEM, the people of 
Porthcawl would still be in 
the dark about all these 
issues,” he said. 

“I congratulate The GEM 
on printing these stories and 
pulling aside the veil of secre¬ 
cy which the council had 
attempted to draw over these 
dealings. 

“This is public money and 
publicly owned land that we 
are talking about. People 
have a right to know what is 
happening,” he insisted. 


We are now on Twitter - 
follow us @gem-news 

www.facebook. com/gemnews 
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THE name for low price 
Vauxhalls in South Wales 

with FRF FLEXIBLE FINANCE on the 

ENTIRE VAUXHALL RANGE! 


JUST 

£ 13.695 
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OUT IT GOESI 


BUY„ THURS, FRI 9AM-5.30PIII. SAT 10AM-5.30PM. SUN 11AM-5PIII 

DONT MISS OIITI 


SAVE UP TO 

50%. 60% 

Even ?0% OffI 



The Place for Homes 
Unit 1, Retail Area, 
Sutton Road, 
Llandow, 

Near Cowbridge, 
Vale of Glamorgan. 
CF71 7PA 

Tel: 01446 772927/772928 
www.theplaceforhonnesltdco.uk 



THE 6REAT £1,200,000 

RETIREMENT SALE 


E¥ERYTHIMG MUST & Wtii BE SOID 


1 Natuzzi 

1 Over 50% Off display models 
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3 Piece suites 
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SlIeaMilN 49" 4 tf rawer dhrao 

W8s£649JS now £299.95 
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The 


Recycling 

Store 

The Recycling Store offers a convenient, 
compliant and competitively priced recycling 
solution for household and business wastes. 

We buy for cash: 

• Any non-ferrous metals 

• Any ferrous metals 

♦ Car batteries 

• Electrical and electronic items* 

We recycle the hazardous wastes 
below at no charge (conditions apply): 
•TVs 

♦ Fridges 

♦ Freezers 

^ please visit oof website or speak to our staff f<x 
business and coAsumer compliance informatioo. 


Open Monday - Friday: Sam - 4:30pm, 
Saturdays: Sam - 12pm 

wvwv.the-recycling-store.co.uk 

0800 6526 100 

Unit 6 (next to Greggs), Raven Close, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate, Bridgend, 
Mid Glamorgan, CF31 3RF 


We are fiily compliant with all environmefitel h^isiatioci 
Environment Agoncy Exemption: BE56Q5GN 



: David Matthews, Bridgend 


‘Visionary’ farmer’s 
life is celebrated 


THE death has 
occurred of a 
Bridgend farmer 
who put south 
Wales on the map - 
as the only person 
to win the presti¬ 
gious ‘Supreme 
Champion’ beef 
carcass competition 
for four consecutive 
years, in the early 
1980s at UK farm¬ 
ing’s international 
showcase, the 
Royal Smithfield 
Show. 

David Matthews, who 
was presented to the 
Queen Mother on sever¬ 
al occasions, was 
described as “a visionary 
and a gentle man”. 

He was international¬ 
ly acclaimed in beef and 
sheep production circles 
and his Limousin cattle 
set the standard for those 
farmers astute enough to 
respond early to the con¬ 
sumer demand for lean 
meat. 

His brother Evan 
recalled: “David was 
always proud to think 
that our successes in 
Smithfield were the 
basis for the Limousin 
Society’s claim that the 


‘Get in 
line for 
the IT 
scheme’ 

says MP 

THE Vale MP, Alan 
Cairns, is urging 
local charities and 
voluntary groups to 
bid for technology 
support from the 
Microsoft Software 
Donation 
Programme. 

“Working with the 
Charity Technology 
Trust through their 
charity technology 
exchange service, 
Microsoft is one of a 
growing number of tech¬ 
nology companies who 
make donations of their 
products to the voluntary 
sector, ” he said. 

The technology giants 
offer eligible organisa¬ 
tions up to 10 titles, 
including the most popu¬ 
lar software packages 
such as Microsoft 
Windows 7 and 
Microsoft Office 2010. 

Organisations can 
receive up to 50 licences 
of each title every two- 
year period. 

The MP went on: 
“Over the last two 
years, a few organisa¬ 
tions in the Vale have 
been able to access the 
grants, including The 
Amelia Trust, Valeplus 
and the Vale Volunteer 
Bureau. ” 

For more information, 
visit www.ctxchange.org 
or contact the MP’s con¬ 
stituency office on 01446 
403814. 



PICTURED: David Matthews (centre) with the 
Queen Mother and David Inker at Smithfield. 


Limousin was the car¬ 
cass breed. 

“We bought two 
cows, Lemme and 
Lagoue, in 1971 in the 
first batch to be import¬ 
ed from Lrance. 

“We had first seen 
them in the Paris show 
in 1968, after flying out 
with local farmer and 
mentor Mansel Hopkin, 
who was on the council 
of the Royal Smithfield 
Club.” 

David Matthews’ rep¬ 
utation was such that in 
1988 he was chosen to 
judge the overall cattle 
championship at the 
Royal Smithfield Show, 
and he also travelled to 
Australia to judge beef 
cattle. 

Perhaps even more 
importantly, he support¬ 
ed and encouraged a 
group of seven or eight 
Glamorganshire farmers 
to exhibit at Smithfield, 
travelling in proud con¬ 
voy into Earls Court 
each December and was 
feted by the show’s 
enthusiastic patron. The 
Queen Mother. 

David’s influence in 
encouraging farmers to 


respond to market forces 
and his success in shows 
across the UK wasn’t 
confined to beef produc¬ 
tion. 

His great delight was 
the Dorset sheep breed 
and again his decision 
was market-led, buying 
his foundation stock 
from the Dorset farmer 
who had won the Royal 
Smithfield carcass 
championship four times 
in the late 50s and early 
60s. 

His first lamb carcass 
championship at 

Smithfield with a 
Southdown x Dorset 
Horn in 1966, was fol¬ 
lowed by many more tri¬ 
umphs. 

He judged the most 
important sheep compe¬ 
tition in the world, the 
Royal Welsh Interbreed 
Championship, in 2008, 
and this year was presi¬ 
dent of the Dorset Sheep 
Society for the second 
time. 

He sold in the NSA 
Wales and Border Ram 
Sales from its inception 
in 1978. His Dorsets 
dominated the breed 
championships over the 


years. David remained a 
very down to earth, 
helpful and unassuming 
farmer with as good a 
knowledge of the 
wildlife on his farm as of 
his stock. The sound of 
the cuckoo, each fox 
run, and the songbirds 
were all important to 
him. 

Lamily life, too, was 
important. He enjoyed 
the lifelong support of 
his brother Evan and 
five years ago, at the age 
of 70, David married 
Elizabeth and gained an 
instant family with her 
three daughters and two 
grandchildren. 

He often recalled the 
‘wonderful day’ when he 
and his bride were car¬ 
ried in a Landau pulled 
by a pair of grey horses 
from the village church 
to begin their married 
life. 

Elizabeth was a sup¬ 
portive figure at his side 
in shows and sales in lat¬ 
ter years. 

David Matthews is 
survived by Elizabeth 
and his older brother 
Evan. 


IPENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS | 

Walkers wander off 
into land of Silures 


RECENTLY, on a rather 
cloudy but muggy morning, 
Geraint and his sheepdog 
Patch (who was celebrating 
his sixth birthday), played 
host to five Penarth and 
District Ramblers who turned 
up to explore the valley areas 
between Newport and 
Caerphilly. 

Beginning their walk at Machen, 
they first crossed the River Rhymney 
which rises on the southern edge of 
the Brecon Beacons and eventually 
makes its way through New Tredegar 
and Ystrad Mynach to reach Cardiff 
and the Severn Estuary. 

The group made their way to 
Draethen, which is about three miles 
from Caerphilly and very proud of its 
conservation area status. 

They then headed to Coed Craig 
Ruperra nature reserve, an ancient 
woodland area which has probably 
existed since 1600. 

Reaching the top of the hill, the 
group took shelter from the strong 
wind within the walls of the old sum¬ 


merhouse. The earliest evidence of a 
settlement in this area was between 
700BC and 100AD when an Iron Age 
hill fort was constructed on the ridge 
of Coed Craig Ruperra, which would 
have been in the tribal territory of the 
Silures, who inhabited the Vale of 
Glamorgan, Gwent and valley areas. 

Descending through birch woods 
the group reached Ruperra Castle, 
built in 1626 by Sir Thomas Morgan, 
who was in fact knighted by James I, 
and it was built in the style of a typi¬ 
cal Jacobean courtier’s house. 

In 1645, King Charles stayed there, 
raising support following the Battle 
of Naseby. 

Reaching the village of Waterloo, 
they picked up the Eorge Trail, and 
following the old railway line below a 
superb stone viaduct, they returned to 
Machen. 

Membership advice can be 
obtained from Pam on 02920 219102. 

JOY STRANGWARD 
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Rural transport gets big 
boost through Greenlinks 


GREENLINKS, the com¬ 
munity transport scheme 
serving people of all ages 
in the rural Vale, has 
announced that after its 
first year, it has secured 
more than 350 members, 
including 40 group mem¬ 
berships. 

Launched last summer, the 
service was introduced by the 
Vale Council as a pilot communi¬ 
ty transport project, serving 10 
rural towns and villages in the 
Vale, and is part of the wider 
‘Creative Rural Communities’ 
project. 

The membership-based 
scheme, operated through a 13- 
seater mini bus and a seven seat 
people carrier, aims to help peo¬ 
ple in the rural Vale to access 
transport more easily, and at a 
reasonable cost. 

Driven by a pool of volunteers, 
members are asked to pre-book a 
service, and are then offered a 
door-to-door pick up to their cho¬ 
sen destination. Members range 
from individual passengers to 
entire community groups, chari¬ 
ties and schools and sports teams. 

A group of bingo playing 
friends from Rhoose, who are 
affectionately known as the 
Bingo Babes, are among the ser¬ 
vice’s biggest users. Edna, 84, 
from Rhoose, has been using the 
Greenlinks service to travel to the 
bingo with a group of five friends 
since October. 

Edna started using the service 
when she found it difficult to 
reach local public transport due to 
difficulty walking. She said: “I 
think the Greenlinks service is 
absolutely fantastic. 



“The fact that it will pick me 
up and drop me off right outside 
my front door helps me to get out 
and about. If I had to use public 
transport to get around, I don’t 
think I would get out. 

“I use the service twice a week 
to take me from home to play 
bingo with the girls. The 
Greenlinks bus picks me up and 
all my friends up, each Tuesday 
and Thursday, and then takes us 
back home at the end of the after¬ 
noon. If we had to do the same 
journey on public transport we 
would have to make a number of 
changes. 

“I can’t say a bad word about 
the service. It is fantastic and I 
would recommend it to anyone.” 

Graham Cartwright, project 
manager for Greenlinks, said: 
“Since the service began a year 


ago, we have seen the difference 
that this service makes to the resi¬ 
dents in the rural Vale, to people 
just like Edna and her friends, 
and we look forward to hopefully 
seeing our service grow again to 
run more frequently in the week¬ 
ends and during the evenings.” 

The annual membership for the 
scheme is £5 per household. 
Members can take advantage of 
return trips for as little as £2 for a 
return trip. 

All trips must be booked in 
advance and groups can also hire 
the service for a half or full day 
at an agreed flat rate. 

For more information on how 
to become a Greenlinks member, 
call 0800 2941113 or visit 
WWW. valeofglamo rgan. gov. uk 
/greenlinks. 


Extension? Conservatofy? Or the best of both? 
The Hodena Orangery Range by Vale Orangeri es 



All Seasons Living Solutions 



infoC^valMningtnM.oo4Jk 

w¥ifw.valeorangeries.co.uk 


ORAN GERIES 

01446 746353 

All images featured are 
projects completed by 
Vale Orangeries 


HO 


BOILDINO & RlFMt&iSHA^NT 


www.classicdecoratorssouthwales.co.uk Tel: 01446 704422 Fax: 01446 731285 


Private, Commercial and Home Improvement Specialists 



Building projects 

We have a building and maintainance division with all forms of 
construction being undertaken throughout numerous sectors of 
industry. Our previous projects have ranged in diversity and value 
ranging from £ I k to £0.5million. 


Painting projects 

Our painting division carry out all forms of decoration works, 
throughout a number of different industries including retail, 
commercial, construction, industrial, local and national authorities. 
We have a complete range of services from industrial, hygiene and 
intumescent coatings to high class decoration and wall coverings. 


Services available: 
Tailored to our 
clients requirements 


Building 

• Extensions 

Loft Conversions 

• New Build 
Commercial Buildings 
Office Refurbishment 

- Rendering/Plastering 

• Carpentry 


•Tiling 

• Electrical Works 
Kitchen/Bathrooms 
Suspended Ceilings 
Dry Wall Lining 

• Coving 

Floor Coverage 


Painting 

* Commercial & 
Residential Painting & 
Decorating 
Wallpaper & Spray 
Coating 

Wall Covering Specialists 
Hygiene 


Enquines@classicdecoratorssouthwales.co.uk 
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Beach volunteers 
collect up refuse 


LAST Saturday, saw 
20 Transition 

Llantwit volunteers 
enthusiastically col¬ 
lecting up all sorts of 
rubbish from 

Llantwit Major 
beach. 

The sun shone as we 
collected a total of 16 
black bags of rubbish, as 
well other larger unusual 
items! 

The smaller items 
consisted of a variety of 
washed up rubbish such 
as pieces of commercial 
fishing nets as well as 
fishing line used by indi¬ 
viduals. 

Regarding the larger 
rubbish, we had a ‘con¬ 
test’ running between us 
as to who could find the 
most unusual rubbish. 
Early ‘entrants’ included 
a traffic cone, a rather 
shabby baseball cap, a 
jumper, a shoe and a 
couple of toothbrushes! 

As the time pro¬ 
gressed, we had almost a 
complete outfit! 

However, by the end of 
the two hours, I believe 
we had a clear win¬ 


ner... a rather large cut 
off of a wooden veneer 
kitchen worktop! Who 
would have thought we 
would find that at a 
beach? 

Transition Llantwit 
would like to thank 
everyone who joined our 
litter pick at various 


points of the day. 

We would also like to 
say a big thank you to 
the Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast, who provided us 
with gloves and collect¬ 
ed all of the rubbish we 
found. 

SAM SECKER 


Filco is on the 
run, to help 
air ambulance 


THE local inde¬ 
pendent supermar¬ 
ket group, Filco, 
has launched a 
fundraising drive to 
help the Wales Air 
Ambulance Service. 

Part of that drive will 
be to enter a team in 
the Cardiff Half 
Marathon on October 
16. 

It will be the sixth 
year that Filco has 
entered a team, and 
each time the funds 
raised have gone to the 
company’s charity of 
the year. 


College in contention 
for ‘Beacon’ awards 

CARDIFF and Vale College Government’s Learning Pathways 
has made it on to the shortlist agenda, the number of pupils on voca- 
for two prestigious Beacon tional courses has rocketed from 150 to 
JO... .. j more than 700. 

awards, for its innovative and ^he college’s Pathways courses 
inclusive approach to 14 to 19- allow school pupils to choose voca- 
year-olds and for its work with tional courses. A range of college and 
tackling deprivation. school based courses are on offer, for 

The Association of College’s (AoC) example in engineering, hospitality, 
AQA Beacon Award for college/school construction and hair and beauty, 
partnerships is open to all further edu- College 14-19 co-ordinator Stacey 
cation colleges (LE) in the UK who Long said: “We are the largest and 
have forged partnerships with local most awarded 14-19 provider in the 
schools. sector.” 

The CAVC’s Vale sites have spent Next month a team of three AoC 
the last seven years developing and judges will visit the college’s Barry 
improving specific programmes for site to assess provision for 14 to 19- 
pre-16 learners. Working with schools, year-olds. They will meet strategic 
councils and training providers across stakeholders and head teachers from 
the region, under the Welsh local schools. 
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PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

I Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-In ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers. Range Cookers - gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


SHARP LC-42 CT2E 
Full HD, LCD, 42” 

To Clear £499.99 
Lowest UK Price 


Discounts for the over 60s on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Please ask in-store 

3a TYNEWYDD road, iKffon 
KING SQUARE, BARRY hand to advise 

(opposite new libKirv) 

Also large warehouse & showroor 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 
Monday- 
Saturday 
9am -5.30pm 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


This year, the chosen 
charity is the Wales Air 
Ambulance (WAA), and 
Filco director Simon 
Hunt explained how it 
was chosen. 

He said: “We have a 
vote among staff in all 
eight of our stores, and 
WAA came top of the 
poll. 

“The service does not 
receive any direct gov¬ 
ernment funding, and 
relies on public sup¬ 
port. 

“It costs £5,000 to 
equip and train a quali¬ 
fied paramedic to join 
WAA.” 

Together with run¬ 
ning costs, it all adds 
up to the need to raise 
more than £5 million 
each year to maintain 
the service. 

Mr Hunt added: “As 
in previous years, we 
would welcome spon¬ 
sors. 

“We would like to 
take this opportunity to 
thank those who have 
supported us in the 
past, and would be 
grateful for support 
again.” 

Cheques can be 
made payable to either 
Wales Air Ambulance 
or Filco Supermarkets 
Ltd, and sent to Filco, 
19, Boverton Road, 
Llantwit Major, CF61 
IXZ. 



Rita’s seafaring climb 
raises charity funds 


AT the Tall Ship 
Festival on Barry 
Waterfront recent¬ 
ly, Cadoxton Youth 
Project’s Rita 
Limbrick climbed 
the rigging of the 
tall ship Stavros, 
going all the way 
up. 

“Our stall raised £190 
over the two days. This 
year the community has 
raised a staggering 
£2,172 so far,” Rita 
reported. 

“The proceeds will be 
divided between East 
Africa Drought via Y- 
CARE International 
through YMCA England, 
Ty Hafan, Barry Hospice 
for young lives. The Tall 
Ship Youth Trust, 
Children in Need and 
Marie Curie Cancer 
Care. We are still 
fundraising and have a 
number of events still to 


come this year.” 

To make a donation, 
contact Rita Limbrick on 
01446 722979. 


ABOVE: 

Rita Limbrick (second 
from right) with Vale 
MP Alun Cairns 


NEWS FROM FEJSAR 


Friends of art 
group seek 
more members 


ART Central 
Friends’ AGM was 
held last week at 
the Art Central 
Gallery, King 
Square. 

After the reading of 
the minutes and the trea¬ 
surer’s report, the new 
officers were elected. 

Mr Bernard van 
Lierop, one of the mem¬ 
bers, then gave an illus¬ 
trated talk entitled ‘Art, 
Power, Money and 
Crime’ which encour¬ 
aged those present to 
“think a little outside the 


box”. 

The talk was well pre¬ 
sented and suitably illus¬ 
trated. 

The main theme was 
that people prize art too 
highly; paying excessive 
prices for paintings and 
artefacts far above their 
true worth. 

Art should be for 
everyone to enjoy. 

New members are 
welcome and member¬ 
ship forms can be 
obtained from the 
library or Art Central 
Gallery. 


'H COMPUTER CLUB 


Technology is advancing! 


WHAT are your 
childhood memo¬ 
ries of technology? 

My parents told me 
about cars being so rare 
when they were young 
that they would rush out 
to watch one passing, 
while dad wrestled with 
a crystal radio kit just in 
time to hear “It’s all 
over” when Cardiff won 
the FA Cup in 1927. 

I recall our living 
room being turned into a 
mini cinema to watch 
the 1953 coronation on a 
12 inch black and white 
TV, while at the real cin¬ 
ema I recall my delight 
at finding the main fea¬ 
ture film would be in 
colour. 

I was a science-fiction 
fan and enthralled by the 
possibilities of the 
future. Not so much the 
wild space adventures of 
science fantasy, but of 
the effect of technologi¬ 
cal development on soci¬ 
ety. 

Arthur C Clarke wrote 
a fascinating book, 
‘Profiles of the Future’ 
about the possibilities., 
while Azimov wrote of a 
computer he called 
‘Multivac’ that grew so 
massive in successive 
models that it couldn’t 
be accommodated on 
Earth. 

It was built on the 
moon, but still grew so 
that it had to be built in 
‘hyperspace’. 

‘Multivac’ implies the 
involvement of many 


vacuum tubes, ie valves, 
but he couldn’t have 
known about Colossus at 
Bletchley Park that used 
more than 2,000 valves, 
but his imagination 
could visualise some¬ 
thing developing along 
those lines. 

What came as a com¬ 
plete surprise to every¬ 
one was the invention of 
the transistor that went 
the other way, and 
became smaller and 
smaller until the millions 
of valves in hyperspace 
are now the millions of 
transistors on a 
microchip in a computer 
small enough to carry. 

Now we are offered 
50 inch TVs with hun¬ 
dreds of channels and 
high-definition pictures. 
They play DVDs, 


browse the web and will 
soon offer you pro¬ 
grammes that it learns 
will interest you; all in 
3D, without the glasses. 

What next? The news 
says that scientists are 
busy checking on a neu¬ 
trino particle that 
seemed to arrive early 
and therefore must have 
travelled faster than the 
speed of light. 

Another report says 
that scientists can pro¬ 
duce fuzzy pictures of 
what you are seeing by 
scanning your brain - 
will future ‘Multivacs’ 
(using transistors), 
sharpen the picture? 

The man in the street 
usually tends to see his 
contemporary technolo¬ 
gy as the end of devel¬ 
opment. In the 1950s, 


computers were enor¬ 
mous and hugely expen¬ 
sive. The chairman of 
IBM said at that time 
that he could see a world 
market for possibly five 
computers. 

Things have moved so 
quickly during the last 
generation that the one 
after the one after next 
will probably look back 
at us fondly as the 
equivalent of the flat 
earth society. 

Our next meeting is 
on Tuesday, October 
ll,when Howard will be 
looking at golden rules 
and hints and tips to get 
the best out of your com¬ 
puter. Visitors welcome. 

Visit our website 
penarthcomputerclub. co. 
uk HD 


SOUTH WALES’ IBH 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 
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No high heels 
for Lorrainne 
as she tackles 
half marathon 
for charity 


ABOVE: Lorraine (left) is in training for 
the Cardiff half marathon. 

WITH the backing of the Porthcawl and 
District Chamber of Trade and 
Commerce, Lorraine Stone, the propri¬ 
etor of ‘Truly Scrumptious’, the bespoke 
fashion house in New Road, Porthcawl, is 
to run the Cardiff Half Marathon on 
October 16. 

She is entering the half-marathon with sponsor¬ 
ship in aid of the GLAZE prostate cancer charity. 

Lorraine is already in regular training for the half¬ 
marathon and was photographed (above) as she ran 
past the Prince of Wales public house in Kenfig, to 
the support and encouragement of some of the regu¬ 
lars there. 

KEM 
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Charity boost 


WHAT’S ON 
in brief 


ON October 2 and 
October 9, Bonmarche, 
Holton Road, Barry is 
offering every member 
of the WI in the south 
Wales area a discount 
of 30 per cent off 
everything in store - 
hoping to raise money 
for Macmillan Cancer 
Charity. 

The store will be open 
from 10am-4pm. 

Contact Sandra or 
Susan on 01446 739083. 
Zambian choir 
visits Vale 
THE visit of the 
Women’s Christian 
Eellowship Choir from 
Zambia is an eagerly 
anticipated event in the 
life of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Circuit of 
Methodist Churches. 

The circuit, which 
covers churches in St 
Athan, Barry, Dinas 
Powys and Penarth, 
already has connections 
with Zambia through 
Rev Prof Teddy 
Kalongo, a minister in 
the circuit who is origi¬ 
nally from the 
Copperbelt Province. 

The 30-strong choir is 
in Wales for two weeks, 
and will be welcomed 
into the homes of fami¬ 
lies around the country. 

The hectic schedule of 
activities includes a visit 
to the Senedd, St 
Fagan’s and Amelia 
Trust Farm, as well as 
social events and con¬ 
certs. The choir sings at 
the Gathering Place in St 
Athan on October 2 at 
6pm, and Crossway 
Church, Barry on 
October 13 at 7.30pm. 

There will be a collec¬ 
tion on both occasions, 
which will go towards 
the costs of the visit. 


Vale Dyspraxia 
Support Group 

THE next meeting of 
the Vale Dyspraxia 
Support Group will be 
on Monday, October 3, 
at 7.30pm in the Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, 
Barry CE63 4RU. 

The group supports 
children and young peo¬ 
ple with dyspraxia (as 
well as related condi¬ 
tions such as dyslexia, 
ADHD, Asperger’s 
Syndrome, OCD, 
Tourettes) and their par¬ 
ents and carers by pro¬ 
viding advice and infor¬ 
mation, as well as an 
opportunity to exchange 
experiences. 

The group operates a 
24-hour help and advice 
line on 01446 738945 
and a website, 
www.vdsg.org.uk, and 
also runs social activi¬ 
ties and a laptop loan 
programme. 

Solo-style 

success 

THREE local dancers 
are celebrating their 
success at the World 
Dance Masters 
Championships, held 
in Manchester in 
August. 

Lewis Jenkins, 
Rebecca Jenkins and 
Louise Thome (from 
Rhoose and Barry) all 
became world champi¬ 
ons in Solostyle at the 
annual event, where 
dancers come from 
countries across the 
world to compete for a 
title. 

Lewis Jenkins won 


the Division 2 advanced 
teenage male division 
and has now qualified to 
compete in Allstars - the 
highest division overall! 

Rebecca Jenkins won 
the world champion title 
in Division 3 intermedi¬ 
ate junior female, and 
Louise Thorne won the 
Division 3 intermediate 
open female title; both 
will now move up to 
Division 2 advanced for 
the forthcoming compe¬ 
tition year. 

Solostyle is a versatile 
form of dance; and all 
three dancers have 
enjoyed success over 
the years. 

Lewis .Jen ki ns and 
Louise Thorne are teach¬ 
ing Solostyle to 8-11 
year olds in Barry every 
Saturday. Contact 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Cracker jackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D689. 

• £2,000: 724376. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £1,000, 
was won by 627960. 

• £10: 654926, 
667940, 758641, 561149, 
808393, 915829, 367025, 
865900, 784124, 193985, 
444482, 268206, 380535, 
787409, 219469, 619300, 
833121, 705459, 228866, 
375644. 

• £5: 243806,495367, 
126808, 297621, 588867, 
710511, 419391,702678, 
536759, 468092, 723209, 


WWW. solostyledance. com 
or call 07864 361157/ 
07946 396167. 

Penartb artist’s 
exhibition 
ART Central gallery 
in Barry will hold an 
exhibition by Penarth 
artist Terry Setch 
from October 11. 

A member of the 
Royal Academy of Arts 
and the Royal West of 
England Academy, he 
creates works that are 
inspired by the local 
environment. 

The exhibition will 
continue until November 
12 . 

The gallery is open 
Tuesday to Saturday 
from 10am to 4pm and 
admission is free. 


379764, 707244, 383286, 
588924, 882532, 217436, 
769813, 872547, 232673, 
807393, 419174, 481395, 
875170, 236595, 609957, 
175513, 652911, 766548, 
117476, 368596, 224728, 
828464, 388474, 891781, 
313294, 169701, 482994, 
839964, 308876, 266672, 
468357, 219049, 903348, 
101501, 768413, 354761, 
421869, 958811, 844491, 
160985, 339966, 641695, 
836096, 522822, 107516, 
248090, 851969, 329850, 
516870.. 

The GEM cannot be held 
responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


Ty Hafan winners 
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You can now find The GEM 
on Twitter and Facebook - find 
us SLtfacebook.com/gemnews 
and follow us @ gem-news 
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Qx Country Bedroonns 

* B j B I FANTASTIC DISCOUNTS 

Kingstown Bedroom Ranges on Show! plus free delivery 


ON EVERYTHING!* 
UK MADE 
FACTORY 
ASSEMBLED 
BEDROOM FURNITURE 

* Minimum order value applies 
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Unit 1, North Point, 

Western Avenue, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, CF31 3RX 

01656 657526 
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SUNSHINE POWER FOR 
VALE OF GLAMORGAN! 


R oofs in 

Peterston 
super Ely 
have been sprout¬ 
ing solar electricity 
panels over the 
summer, generat¬ 
ing free renewable 
energy from the 
sun. 

The solar panels 
(photovoltaic or PV 
panels) were installed 
through a project started 
by a local group pro¬ 
moting a sustainable 
environment. 

Cyswllt Peterston 
Connect, started in 
September 2009 and has 


focused on energy con¬ 
servation and renewable 
energy generation; 
improved transport and 
access, improving and 
maintaining green space 
and biodiversity, and 
supporting local food 
production. 

The solar electricity 
project began with 
members of Cyswllt 
Peterston Connect who 
were interested in 
installing solar electrici¬ 
ty panels themselves. 

They decided to 
organise this through a 
single supplier to gain 
the benefit of reduced 
prices. 

The project was 


opened out to all resi¬ 
dents of Peterston super 
Ely and there has been 
considerable local inter¬ 
est in the scheme. 

Starting in August, 
seven installations have 
been completed to date. 

The attraction of 
solar electricity is not 
only that free renewable 
electricity is generated 
but also that the govern¬ 
ment pays a ‘feed-in 
tariff’ to householders 
for the electricity gener¬ 
ated. 

These installations 
will now generate a tax 
free, inflation-linked 
income for the next 25 
years under the feed-in- 



Lea^^ng irystalle^-s ot 

solar titciric (PV) And 
solar hot wator systams 

since 2002. 

Friendly and reliable advice 
on the reed in Trinff and 
Renev^afc^e Heat incentive 


: n-ritcf t I ully - 

02920 807 650 < 
Mitii s«M<hemsolar.c*.ul( 


Southern 

Solar 


■WB.soatharnsolar.co.ua 


tariff, with about 7-10 
per cent return on 
investment. 

Southern Solar were 
chosen as the installa¬ 
tion company for the 
project through a care¬ 
ful tendering process 
that selected on cost, 
quality, delivery and 
local benefit for supply 
of labour and equip¬ 
ment. 

As well as best meet¬ 
ing the tendering crite¬ 
ria, Southern Solar had 
experience in communi¬ 
ty centred energy gener¬ 
ation, and commitment 
to a local work force 
and a Welsh supplier of 
panels. 

Rhodri Thomas, 
chairman of Cyswllt 
Peterston Connect, said: 
“We are delighted with 
amount of interest 
shown and the take up 
of this project. 

“It is felt that this is 
an excellent example of 
a small-scale generation 
project which, if it was 
replicated in other vil¬ 
lages in the Vale, would 
make an appreciable 
difference.” 

For more information 
about the project, con¬ 
tact John Drysdale at 
johnddrysdale @ yahoo, c 
o.uk 

CHRIS 

POWELL 


I POSITIVE IMAGE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY NEWS | 

Members are taken on the 


Indian tiger trail - in Barry 


FOLLOWING a 
successful practical 
session, capturing 
the sunset/moonrise 
at Barry Island last 
week, members were 
treated to an illus¬ 
trated talk by 
Phillipa Woods on 
her journey through 
Rajasthan on the 
tiger trail. 

This was an evening 
filled with wonderful 
wildlife shots, including 
one of a particularly 
excited elephant who 
objected to being pho¬ 
tographed and decided 
to charge. 

Luckily for us, our 
guest speaker escaped, 
with the photo to prove 
it. 

Phillipa also took 
time out to photograph 
the people and places of 


India and showed some 
unusual aspects of popu¬ 
lar places including the 
Taj Mahal. 

Finally, photographs 
of the tiger gave time to 
reflect on the uncertain 
future of this magnificent 
animal. 

New members are 
welcome at PIPS meet¬ 
ings, which take place at 
7.30pm on alternative 
Thursday evenings at St 
Baruc’s Church, Phyllis 
Street, Barry Island. 

To find out more 
about our 2011/12 pro¬ 
gramme of speakers, 
photo shoots, competi¬ 
tions and Guy’s photo- 
shop sessions, please 
telephone Bernard 
Brown on 01446 
408483. 

ANNE PHILLIPS 


BARRIVALE 
BRIDGE CLUB 


LATEST results from Barrivale Bridge 
Club: 

September 20:1st, Irene Thomas and Jane Brook, 
60 per cent; 2nd, Mark Roderick and Mike Close 
57.29; =3rd, Kay Dyer and Noelle Bond 51.25; 
Dave Thomas and Tom Kendrick 51.25. 

Helen Jordan and Judith Owen won on handicap. 
New members are always welcome at Barrivale. 
For more information, call 01446 733425. 



Members prearing to capture the moonrise. 


Trust team’s help 


A PRINCE’S Trust 
team from Cardiff 
and Vale 

Apprenticeships, the 
work-based learning 
arm of Cardiff and 
Vale College, has 
raised nearly £250 to 
help a local educa¬ 
tional service. 

The Prince’s Trust 
Team 64 from the Vale 
spent a week working 
with ValePlus on High 
Street in Barry. ValePlus 
is a local charity that 


provides educational, 
social and recreational 
day services for people 
with learning disabilities 
in the Vale and Cardiff. 

The team helped serv¬ 
ice users with numeracy 
tasks, computer work, 
gardening and arts and 
crafts. 

After raising £240 
with a sponsored row, 
the team were also able 
to take different groups 
to Techniquest and ten¬ 
pin bowling at the 
Hollywood Bowl. 


Music festival 

THE Cowbridge Music Festival continues tomor¬ 
row (Friday) with chamber music and solo musi¬ 
cians, including Cowbridge cellist Mary Elliott. 

It takes place in the town‘s Holy Cross Church 
at 7.30pm. Free admission. Donations to 
Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research. 

On Sunday, October 2, there is a Buster Keaton 
silent film evening at Cowbridge Town Hall at 
7pm. 



COMING SOON TO LUNMT MAIOR 
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Congratulations and top marks to... 

St. lohn’s School Porthcawl 

J Celebrating 90 years of excellence! 


VIRTUS SAPIENTA HUMILITAS 


The success 
began in 1 
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by PHILIP 
IRWIN 

T his year has 
been one of 
celebration 
for St John’s 
School in 
Porthcawl, as the 
school celebrates 
its 90th birthday. 

It was in 1921 that 
the Rectory of the his¬ 
toric St John’s 
Church opened its 
doors as a preparato¬ 
ry school, in those 
days just for hoys. 

Quite a few of those 
hoys then moved on to 
Christ College, 

Brecon, and the 
school retains those 
connections to this 
day, with a number of 
fathers of present day 
pupils being old boys 
of Christ College. 

The guiding princi¬ 
ple back in 1921 was 
to give pupils individ¬ 
ual attention - and the 
same ethos is an 
essential part of the 
school today. 

There have been 
changes, of course, 
often as a result of 
responding to parents. 
Raising the leaving 
age to 16 from 13, so 
that pupils could stay 
at the school and com¬ 
plete their GCSEs, 
came about because 
parents’ expectations 
changed. 

The other big 
change, of course, was 
when the school 
opened its doors to 
girls and became co¬ 
educational. The 



ABOVE The St John’s pupils pictured in 1922, the year after the school opened. 


school now takes 
pupils from the age of 
three up to 16. 

Carol Clint has 
been the headteacher 
for seven years - a 
teacher for 33 years in 
total - and fully 
embraces the school’s 
ethos, which she 
describes as a good 
mix of old-fashioned 
high expectations, 
allied to a modern 
academic curriculum. 

This summer, St 
John’s pupils achieved 


Can you help St 
John’s world 
record challenge? 


ST JOHN’S School is 
hoping to celebrate its 
90th birthday by gain¬ 
ing a place in the 
Guinness Book of 
World Records - but 
help is needed! 

At the start of its year 
of celebration, the 
school approached the 
publishers of the world 
famous book, and sug¬ 
gested a project that 
could qualify for inclu¬ 
sion. 

However, satisfying 
the rigorous require¬ 
ments of the Guinness 
record team took a little 
time, and it means that 


the school is now in a 
race against time to hit 
its target. 

Headteacher Carol 
Clint told The GEM: 
“We decided to go for 
the world record for the 
longest scarf ever made 
- and to qualify we need 
to collect 7,000 two- 
metre scarves. 

“For one school, that 
is quite a challenge, so 
we are hoping that peo¬ 
ple in the area can help 
us out! ” 

The school can be 
contacted on 01656 
783404. 


great GCSE results, 
with 65 per cent of all 
examinations taken 
being awarded A* to 
B grades. 

A remarkable 47 per 
cent, more than double 
the UK average, were 
A* and A grades, with 
21 per cent at the high¬ 
est A"^ level. 

More than 80 per 
cent of pupils achieved 
at least one A or A* 
grade, and nearly 65 
per cent gained at least 
four A or A* grades. 

Carol Clint told 
The GEM: “I think a 
key reason is that we 
have small class sizes, 
between 10 and 16, 
and teachers who are 
happy here, which 
means that there is a 
very low turnover of 
staff. 

“Even if a teacher 
is ill, we have a pool 
of back-up teachers to 
call on, who have ties 
with the the school, so 
that pupils are being 
taught by someone 
they know.” 

The individual 
attention means that 
the school make sure 
that pupils are not 
missing out. 

For instance, Mrs 
Clint is very proud of 
the school’s pro¬ 
gramme for teaching 
pupils with dyslexia. 


and the expertise 
gained in this area 
means that pupils 
make real progress. 

Recently, the school 
added two more sub¬ 
jects, drama and PE, 
that can be taken to 
GCSE. 

St John’s also feels 
it is very strong in its 
language teaching, 
and pupils get to start 
early, being taught 
French at five, and 
German at eight. 

Carol Clint says 
that pupils are much 
more relaxed about 
learning the basics of 
a language at that age. 

The school draws 
its pupils from a wide 
area, and three 
minibuses are on the 
road each day to col¬ 
lect and take home 
pupils from Neath, 
from Cowbridge and 
the rest of the Vale, 
and from north 
Bridgend and 
Pencoed. 

The school encour¬ 
ages pupils to get 
involved in other 
activities, and recently 
completed a two-year 
Comenius pro¬ 
gramme, during 
which they formed 
strong ties with 
schools in Ireland, 
Iceland, Germany and 
Turkey. 


Mrs Clint said that 
the school had applied 
to extend this, as it 
had been such a suc¬ 
cess. She added: “The 
pupils are still staying 
in touch through 
Skype and e-mail.” 

For an example of 
the pupil’s extra-cur¬ 
ricula activities, it is 
worth looking at some 
of this year’s high 
achievers. 

Elan Edry gained 
11 GCSEs, 10A*s 
with just the one A, 
and was also the 
school’s ‘Good Citizen 
of the Year’. 

Tom Brown, Laura 
Clint and Daniel 
Shearer, who between 
them gained 9A*s, 
16As and 5Bs, all 
made valuable contri¬ 
butions to school life 
in their roles as head 


boy, house captain 
and chair of School 
Council - and also 
through sport, music, 
the Interact club and 
by acting as role mod¬ 
els for younger pupils. 

One buzz phrase in 
the business world 
these days is ‘value 
added’ and St John’s 
believes that it adds 
plenty of value to its 
pupils. 

Mrs Clint added: 

“1 think we do this 
through letting the 
pupils feel that they 
are part of a small 
family-style communi¬ 
ty- 

“That includes the 
parents as well, and 
they often comment on 
the warm welcome they 
receive here, and that 
they do feel part of the 
school.” 


COWDERY BRAWN I 


CHARTERED CERTI 


ACCOUNTANTS 


Whether starting your business or already 
established, our fiiendly professional staff 
ean provide the support you need. 

• ACCOUNTS AND TAX RETURNS 
• COMPANY FORMATIONS 
• VAT AND PAYROLL 


Regus House 
Mdthouse Avenue 
Cardiff Gate Business Park 

Cardiff CF23 8RU 
Tel: 029 2026 3623 


Cradoe House, 
Heol y Llyfrau, 
i'^erkenfig 

Bridgend CF32 9PL 
Tel: 01656 724469 


E-Mail: office@cowderybrawn.com 

Qjngratulations and continued success to St John’s SchooU 


CIVIL ENGINEERING & BUILDING CONTRACTOR S 

Is pleased to support St John’s School 
and proud parents 
Anthony & Jayne Creffield 
extend their personal congratulations! 

Tel: (01656) 862333 Fax: (01656) 861439 
E-mail: office@manning-online.com 
‘Brodawel’, Coychurch, BRIDGEND CF35 5BU 


GROVE 


Nr, Porthcawl, 

_ |i Bridgend, 

f /^T T TD than 5 minutes from 

vJvJJ-X* , Junction 37 off the M4) 


Join us this winter... _ 

4 Ball Societies Packages 

Special including bacon roll & coffee on arrival, 
including bar meal - 18 holes of golf and one course bar meal. 

Wed & Fri Weekdays £22 per person 

£56 per group Weekdays £26 per person 

{MBxmum 4jroups) (Minimum of 16 goiters) 

' ® For iarge bookings piease caii for detaiis 


k Green Fees £18Weekdays £20Weekends 
# MEMBERSHIP AVAILABLE - please call for further details M 
Call 01656 788771 

or email: enquiries@grovegolf.com . 

Now taking bookings for the festive season. Christmas 
parties, Christmas & Boxing Day dinners available. 




I MECHANICAL ENGINEERING | 


Gates - Wrought Iron Work 
Handrails - Railings 

13 Bridgend Road, Newton, 
Porthcawl CF36 5RL 

Tel: 01656 785810 • Mobile: 075 11 094086 
Pleased to support St John’s School. 
Congratulations and continued success! 



^Russell Pritchard 

FarrieR 

EWENNY 

Is delighted to support 
St John’s School, 

Porthcawl. 

Congratulations and 
wishing them continued 
success! 



St.john's 


h 4<Dn 


Supporting children, education 
and the local community 

www.stjohnsfoundation.org.uk 
Tel: 01656 783576 

Register of Charities No 1126671 
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live. love, drive 

DON’T MISS OUR FANTASTIC AUTUMN 


GREAT DEALS ON 100's OF NEARLY NEW AND USED MODELS 

2011 PRE-OWNED RENAULT MODELS WITH LESS TRAN 500 MILES. THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO BUY AT THESE PRICES 

2011 RenauH CHo 2011 Renault M^ane Coup6 2011 RenauK Scenic 

1.216V Bizu Special Edition 3dr 1.6 Dynamique TomTom Dynamique TomTom 

iv 
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KEEP YOUR CAR IN TIPTOP CONDITION WITH A 
RENAULT RETAIL GROUP SERVICE PLAN 
GET YOUR SERVICE PLAN FROM ONLY 


RENAULT 

Rve. love, drive 



RETAIL 

GROUP 

www.renaultretail.co.uk 



OPEN SUNDAYS 




PER 

MONTH' 


RENAULT CARDIFF 

295 Penartti Road. Carditt CF11 BUU 
Telephone 0292 146 0099 
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JAZZ FOR THE OLDIES AT PETERSTON - 
STORYTELLING FOR THE YOUNGSTERS 


AFTER taking a breather last year, 
Peterston Arts Festival returned in a 
slimmer format, limited to two main pro¬ 
ductions - one involving a storytelling 
performance the other a jazz evening. 

On Thursday, September 22, a day-long story¬ 
telling session was hosted by well known chil¬ 
dren’s author. Cat Weatherill, whose animated 
style and use of musical instruments, puppets and 
word games summoned up an evocative world of 
imagination. 

In the last year Cat has performed in Denmark, 
Kenya, Russia, Ireland, Belgium, Austria and the 
Netherlands, but on this occasion it was the 
youngsters of Peterston Junior School who were 
entralled by her enthusiastic style. 

The second event, the jazz evening, was held 
on the Friday evening (see below right). 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by IAN DIXON 




STANDING ROOM ONLY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL JAZZ STAR 


PETERSTON-SUPER-ELY village hall 
witnessed a virtuoso performance by 
international jazz star Liane Carroll on 
September 23. 

There was standing room only on the 
night and the organisers said they were 
thrilled with the huge level of support by 
villagers. 

Liane, who has appeared as the head¬ 
line act at the legendary Ronnie Scott’s 
Jazz Club, has garnered a number of rave 
reviews over the years. 

As you can see from IAN DIXON’S 
photographs, it doesn’t matter whether 
Liane is at Ronnie Scott’s or Peterston 
Village Hall, she just loves performing. 





SCOUTS CALL 
FOR MEMORIES 


THE 5th Barry Sea Scouts are planning 
an anniversary ball on October 8 at 
Barry Masonic Hall, to celebrate the 
troop’s 60th year in Barry. 

Part of the event will be a historic display and 
reminiscences, and we are keen to contact any¬ 
one who has been involved with the troop who 
might have interesting stories, photographs or 
memories. 

We would also welcome any former members, 
supporters or families of existing members who 
would like to come along to what will be a fun 
evening. 

Further information can be found on the web¬ 
site - www.5thbarryseascouts.org.uk or by con¬ 
tacting the Group Scout Leader Keith Mcintyre on 
07855 463293. 

Nigel Vick, 

Barry. 
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TV HISTORIAN PAYS A 
VISIT TO LLANCARFAN 









ABOVE: 

Local youngsters took part in ‘Paint 
Your Dragon’ and had the added 
excitement of being filmed for TV 




"4k 


1 



I by IAN felt 

MORE than 100 
people turned up at 
St. Cadoc’s church, 
Llancarfan, during 
Open Churches 
Day on Saturday, 
September 17. 

Some visitors came 
for a last glance at the 
ever-more-remarkable 
medieval wall-paintings, 
about to disappear until 
December for resumed 
conservation behind a 
web of scaffolding. 

However, many were 
tempted by the arrival of 
Michael Wood, televi¬ 
sion’s popular historian, 
who was filming for his 
forthcoming BBC series 
on the history of Britain. 

Fortunately, the 
church had a cunning 
plan to inform and enter¬ 
tain both visitors and the 
TV crew. Local artist 
Emma Levey, excited by 
the painting talents of 
the medieval craftsmen, 
had decided to offer visi¬ 
tors the chance to re-cre¬ 
ate the skills of the past. 

The result was Paint 
Your Dragon 2011. 

In practice, this meant 
lime-washing a tempo¬ 
rary panel wall, creating 
large-scale copies of our 
paintings’ characters, 
foraging for genuine 
original pigments and 
then inviting visitors to 
get painting. 






’'SW 


ABOVE: Michael Wood was thrilled to see 
‘Llancarfan ^s treasure’ for the first time. 


The upshot was that, 
to the delight of the film 
crew, the church buzzed 
with visitors. 

At least half of the 
youngsters and grown¬ 
ups were caught red 
handed - mixing and 
painting with brilliant 
reds and oranges, some 
of which ochres Emma 
gathered personally from 
the Clearwell Caves Iron 
Mining Museum in the 
Eorest of Dean. 

“We couldn’t have 
made this happen!” 
exclaimed Michael 
Wood’s camera crew. 
“This is a community 
really bringing history to 
life!” 

As a result, Michael 
tore up his script, inter¬ 


viewed some of our citi¬ 
zens, and recorded his 
pieces to camera amid 
the hubbub of young¬ 
sters painting themselves 
into the past. 

Among those 
involved was the 
remarkably pragmatic 
priest-in-charge, Peggy 
Jackson and Mrs Sally 
Brereton, headteacher of 
the Llancarfan school. 
“The fascinating thing”, 
said Mrs Brereton, “Is 
that by re-living the 
skills of the past, we 
learn so much.” 

Very much in agree¬ 
ment was Emma Levey’s 
volunteer colleague, pro¬ 
fessional conservator 
Penny Hill. Penny is a 
prime mover with the re- 


ABOVE: 

A montage of the different paintings produced on the day. 

created paintings in St 
Teilo’s re-erected church 
at St Pagan’s. 

“Look at those drips!” 
she said with true aca¬ 
demic enthusiasm. 

“There’s a drip just like 
that on your real paint¬ 
ings, which means that 
back in the 1480s, they 
were working with 
runny paints!” 

The present day runny 
paints, created from egg- 
yolks, ochres and some¬ 
thing called Vine Black- 
Prench (glorified soot!), 
resulted in some notable 
recreations - which to be 
honest only served to 
underline the paramount 
skills of Llancarfan’s 
ancient artists. 

In the words of one 
junior villager: “I never 
thought going to church 
could be such fun!” 

Michael Wood’s new 
series is to be transmit¬ 
ted in 2012 - and The 
GEM will be the first to 
know the date, once the 
BBC agrees on the title! 

The church will be 
closed until the end of 
November, except for 
services or by special 
request. 



ABOVE: 

Some painting tuition! 


FLORAL DEMO 

THE Cowbridge and District Flower Arrangers 
Club will hold a meeting at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday, October 5, in Ramoth Church 
Hall, Cowbridge, when Claire Breward will 
give a demonstration entitled ‘Floral 
Inspirations’. 


SALE exhgye fki 30tk seft - gtu zoii 






SALE 


HNAL HtMTION 


ALL MARKEh ITEMS UPSTAIRS MUST <^0... 





MARfCEIi ITEMS 

BOVERTON ROAD LIANTWIT MAJOR CF611XZ (0144A) 794118 
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AN AUSSIE GOURMET LOOKS AT UK FOOD 


Top TV MasterChef explains 
what goes into making an 
amcizing dining experience 


F ood festivals 
are all the 
rage these 
days - in Wales 
there have been 
more than 30 in the 
past year, and 
Cowbridge’s is now 
just four weeks 
away. 

MasterChef’s John 
Torode has spoken 
about how he manages 
a TV career, running 
two restaurants and 
enjoying visiting festi¬ 
vals around the coun¬ 
try. 

Although not attend¬ 
ing Cowbridge’s Food 
Festival, John stressed 
that it is often places 
far from London that 
excite him the most. 


H is currently one 
of TV’s busiest celebri¬ 
ty chefs, with three 
versions of MasterChef 
currently on the go. 

Blood had already 
been spilled on the 
Celebrity MasterChef 
set, as lingerie entre¬ 
preneur Michelle 
Mone filleted her 
hand, rather than the 
fish, in the very first 
episode! 

But that’s ancient 
history to John, who is 
currently filming the 
main MasterChef 
series, set to air early 
next year. 


by SARAH 
O’MEARA 


their senses are alive. 

“It’s not just about 
how things look and 
taste, but how they 
feel, their texture, their 
smell and how they 


trio of MasterChefs 
(Junior MasterChef 
being the third) many 
wannabe chefs have 
passed through his 


The J^ion 

SIZZLING OFFERS 

2 Meals for Only £21 

01446 781208 



Open log fire and 
a cosy atmosphere 


Green 
Dragon 
Inn 

Uancadle 

CF62 3AQ 

Autumn Saver Menu 

Available Tuesday to Saturday 

12-2.30pm; 6-7pm 

2 COURSES FOR £8.95 

Add a third course for only £1 

Wednesday Night - Pie Night 

Choose from a range of our popular 
homemade pies, or opt for 2 ‘taster pies’ 
with a drink* for only £10 

Friday Night - Steak Night 

Choose an 8oz Rump or Sirloin 
plus a drink* for only £10 
or a 16oz Rump or Sirloin 

plus a drink* for only £20 

* Pint of Fosters, SA Smooth, glass of house wine or any soft 
drink. Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 

Christmas Party 
Menus Now Available 

Lunchtime 3 Courses £12.95 or £16.95 
Evening 4 Courses £22.95 

CHRISTMAS DAY^ 

£54.95 adults - £29.95 children 


www.greendragoninn. org. uk 

Telephone: 01446 750913 
greendragoninn99 @ aol.com 


kitchens. But despite 
having presented more 
than 14 series of the hit cook, 
cooking show, he finds “it’s almost like 
the search for new tal- they’ve got an extra 
ent never wears thin. sense and can harness 
“There are high- it to make something 
lights within every extraordinary.” 

series. Times when you During the past 
taste something and it decade, Torode has 
brings you into enjoyed being at the 

absolute raptures. And centre of Britain’s food 
you hope that contin- revolution, 
ues all the way MasterChef winners 

through,” he said. have come from far 

At the moment, the and wide - a refiection 
As the presenter of a Aussie chef is up to his of how high-quality 

amateurs com- cooking has infiltrated 
peting for the coveted every corner of the 
MasterChef Of The British Isles. 

Year title. For Torode, some of 

“Starting a new his favourite food 

series, you have the haunts are way outside 
most extraordinary of the capital, where he 
sense of expectation,” owns two restaurants, 
said Torode, happy to “Being an Aussie, I 
talk, but careful not to like the idea of being 
give away any revela- near a bit of water, so 
tory details. for me it’s all about 

“We’re in the what the coast has to 

throws of discovering offer, 

the best amateur cooks “I adore heading to 
in the country and Craster on the 

there’s nothing more Northumbrian coast, 

brilliant than that..” where there’s an amaz- 
And, of course, he ing castle, 
and co-presenter Greg “Then you can walk 
Wallace aren’t at all along the beach, end 
picky... up at the pub, and eat 

“They have a gift,” the best crab sandcas- 
insisted Torode tie, washed down with 

emphatically about a bottle of dog. 

what makes a winner. “That for me is the 
“In the same way some essence of local food, 
people are able to play And I love Norfolk for 
an instrument, with the same reason.” 
what seems like no Torode also spends 

effort at all, great time in Cornwall, 

cooks have a palate, where he says chefs 
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such as Nathan Outlaw 
are cooking up a 
coastal storm. 

“You can go wherev¬ 
er you like and you'll 
find these extraordi¬ 
nary places that are 
fantastic. 

“And it’s lucky there 
are so many people 
wanting to be chefs, 
because growth in the 
restaurant business 
across the country is so 
great now.” 

Currently taking 
part in London’s 
Restaurant Festival, 
during which cooks 
from all over the coun¬ 
try will be demonstrat¬ 
ing their skills, Torode 
says he loves the influ¬ 
ences diverse food 
events are having on 
cooking culture. 

“I was recently at 
the Liverpool Food 
Festival and it blew my 
mind. There were 
20,000 people being 
really interested in 
what was going on. 

“It was a great 
chance to do something 
we all love: eat, drink 
and talk!” 


Another Great Glamorgan GEM 
reader competition in conjunction 
with the Copthorne Hotel 







Win a Theatre show, a three course meal and 
overnight accommodation with breakfast for 
two at the Copthorne Hotel for a Sunday 
evening in October or November. 

The lucky winner will be entertainetl by the 
In-house theatre group who will perform 
songs from The Magic Sounds of Motown. 

Detroit, Motown, Hilsville USA. Whatever you want to call it, this city 
generated some of the greatest and most enduring music of the 20th 
century. 

Following on from the success of our “Big Wheels of the Motown” 
Show, we take it to the best level. We will pay tribute to artists such as 
Martha Reeves, The Temptations and the great Four Tops. You’ll 
enjoy songs from this era and many more as we recreate the atmos¬ 
phere of the finest period of American music. Don’t get left behind, 
drive on down to the motor city for a night you’ll never forget! For more 
information contact the Copthorne Hotel, 02920 294333. cardiff@mil- 
lenniumhotels.co.uk 

For your chance to win this fantastic prize 
please answer the following question ... 

Which of the following is a group from the Motown Era 
1. The Two Tops; 2. The Four Tops; 3. The Six Tops 

Answer. 

Please send your answer, together with your name, address and 
telephone number to The Glamorgan Gem Ltd., 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7EL. 

The closing date for entries is 6th October, 2011. 

Name. 

Address . 


Tel No. Email: 


COMPETITION RULES: 

The prize is valid for a Sunday evening between 8th October and the 31st 
November, subject to availability. Normal competition rules apply. 


THREE 

HORSESHOES 

Moulton, Nr. Barry 

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH US 



CHRISTMAS 
EVENING PARTY 

Tomato and Basil Soup with 
Fresh Bread Rolls. 

Course cut Pate, Salad 
& Homemade Melba Toast. 

Prawn Cocktail Salad. 

Garlic Mushrooms. 

Homemade Salmon Mousse & Melba Toast. 

Roast Glamorgan Turkey & Stuffing. 

Roast Topside of Beef & Yorkshire Pudding. 
Chicken a la King. 

(Breast of Chicken in a Pepper, Mushroom, White Wine 
& Cream Sauce) 

Wild Mushroom & Brie Wellington 
with a Tomato Sauce. 

Pan Roasted Hake fillets 
with a Lemon and Parsley Butter. 
lOoz Ribeye Steak, Salad, Peas & Homecut Chips. 
Choice of Homemade Dessert. 

Coffee and Mints. 




£19.99 

Tomato and Basil Soup. 


Roast Glamorgan Turkey 
or Wild Mushroom & Brie Wellington 
Choice of Homemade Dessert. 


£14.99 



CHRISTMAS 
LUNCHTIME PARTY 

Tomato and Basil Soup. 

Garlic Mushrooms. 

Salmon Mousse & Melba Toast. 
Roast Glamorgan Turkey & Stuffing. 
Roast Topside of Beef 
& Yorkshire Pudding. 

Pan Roasted Hake fillets 
with a Lemon and Parsley Butter. 
Wild Mushroom & Brie Wellington 
with a Tomato Sauce. 

Mince Pies. 

Coffee and Mints. 

£10.99 

Tomato and Basil Soup. 

Roast Glamorgan Turkey. 
Mince Pie. 

ADD ^^-99 

MULLED WINE 
on arrival £2 extra 


RETURN 
TRANSPORT 
available from 
£3 per head 



BONFIRE NIGHT 

Friday 4th Nov. Tickets now on sale.^ 


)ISC( 
IIGHTS’ 

DJ NOBBY 

9th, 10th, 16th^ 
nd 17th Da 


Tel: 01446 710428 
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Out and About with The GEM 


I Tell us ‘what’s on’ with you - emai 
gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 


Great\ 


[ value Escorted 
Tours with Door to 
Door transfers, 

ftfrf not Oocowor AndhkcM 

tht Cilib* CD^ni. 

and 

pTVi Ukot th* Latur* fWhcn 

Thursday 6th October 7-9pm ! 
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I Mpf aoa iiMC W4< hooAiPfB OctfiPara * 


Call 01446 713410, or visit 


' vrwi^i.voiKJiousehoikSays.cauk 


for further information 
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Ryan Gosling electrifies 
in retro 1980s thriller 


SCREEN 

TALK 


T he Mickey 
Mouse Club 
in America 
has seen many of 
its members go 
onto achieve huge 
acclaim. 

The likes of Christina 
Aguilera, Justin 
Timberlake and Britney 
Spears have all set the 
world alight as they 
have managed to amass 
mainstream glory 
Now, another mem¬ 
ber of the esteemed club 
has taken a different 
path to success. 

Ryan Gosling has 
eschewed the direct 
route to stardom, 
instead working on low- 
budget independent fea¬ 
tures that have allowed 
him to blossom into one 



NEW GROUP OPENING 
5th OCTOBER 

WEDNESDAY 

6.00pm All Welcome. 8.00pm MEN ONLY 

Rob - 07708 941279 

Copthorne Hotel, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff 


MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, 

Junction of Court Road 
& Llanover Street 
Lorraine - 01446 407002 
Rhoose - 6.30pm 
Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way 
Helen-01446 750738 
Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist 
Church, Elfed Road 
Sarah - 07525 852288 

TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.45pm 

Market Street Social Club 
Upstairs Function Room 
Joanne - 01446 404897 
Barry - 4.30pm 
St. Davids Methodist 
Church Hall, Winston Road 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Llantwit Major 
4.45 & 6.35pm 

The Old School 

Wine Street 

Helen - 01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 

South Road 

Niki - 01446 740394 


0844 897 8000 

.vaw JStKingv/nrrl rAim 


WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton Methodist 

Church 

Church Road 

Joanne-01446 404897 

Cowbridge - 6.00pm 

Cowbridge Comprehensive 

Aberthin Road 

Lina-01656 890708 

Penarth 

9.30am & 11.45am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 


IFBEE 

hline 


Penarth 

5.00pm & 7.00pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 


THURSDAY 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Highlight Park Community 
Centre, Barry 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 

The Cabin by swimming 
pool, Hebron Hall 
Sarah - 07525852288 

Barry - 10.15am 

St Helen’s Church Hall 
Wyndham Street 
Niki -01446 740394 

Cowbridge - 10.00am 

Cowbridge Rugby Club 

High Street 

Diane-029 20551206 


iStfimthii 





of Hollywood’s bright¬ 
est prospects. 

Having lit up the 
likes of Half Nelson, 
Lars and The Real Girl 
and Blue Valentine, 
Gosling now teams up 
with Nicolas Winding 
Refn for Drive. 

He plays Driver, a 
mechanic and stunt 
driver who also moon¬ 
lights as a getaway driv¬ 
er. Despite living a 
quiet existence off the 
radar, he becomes close 
to his neighbour Irene 
(Carey Mulligan) and 
her young son. 

But when he offers to 
help the recently 
released from prison 
husband fulfil a rob¬ 
bery, things go awry 
and Driver is forced on 
the run from those who 
want him dead... 

Drive is the sort of 
film you could imagine 
some action-mad direc¬ 
tor like Michael Bay 
would make, most prob¬ 
ably with some lunk- 
headed actor in the 
main role with all man¬ 
ner of crazy car stunts 
and action set pieces - 


it would also be, more 
than likely, a complete 
waste of time. 

So giving the materi¬ 
al to a leftfield director 
like Nicolas Winding 
Refn was the best 
option and the result is 
a minimalist film that is 
mesmeric to watch, 
with a great cast deliv¬ 
ering the goods. 

Those who have seen 
any of Refn’s previous 
work, from his out¬ 
standing biopic Bronson 
to the Pusher trilogy 
will be aware of his 
ability behind the cam¬ 
era, yet here he is a lit¬ 
tle more sedate, the 
film’s woozy languid 
pace matched by Refn’s 
direction. 

The opening setpiece, 
of Driver on a getaway 
job is skillfully com¬ 
posed and played out, 
bombast making way 
for intelligence and 
clever driving and we 
get clear insight into the 
motivations and mental¬ 
ity of the character, 
Refn’s economy setting 
out his stall for the rest 
of the film. 


Dinas comedy 


THE Dinas Powys 
Players are well into 
rehearsals for their 
next presentation 
Out of Focus, a 
comedy by Peter 
Gordon, set in the 
annexe of a church 
hall. 

Total confusion and 
tensions reign through¬ 
out until the various 
parties unite for a com¬ 
mon cause -the vicar’s 
wife’s annual pan¬ 
tomime! 

The production is 


directed by Eileen 
Carryer with a cast of 
eight members - Nicky 
Marsh, Hilary Morgan, 
Deryn Grigg, Graham 
and Cynthia Russell, 
Andrew Gibbons, Derek 
Hooper and Jane 
Rapier. David Edwards 
makes another guest 
appearance. 

Out of Eocus is pre¬ 
sented at the Parish 
Hall, Britway Road on 
November 10, 11 and 12 
at 7.30pm. 

Eor tickets, telephone 
02920 512868 or 
02920 512945. 


A brilliant head start 
for your chiidcare^ 

Before you make that important 
decision, come aiong to one of 
our open days and taik to our 
expert staff about how we can 
meet the individuai needs of you 
and your chiid. 

Our nursery is carefuiiy designed t 
ensure we offer the best possibie environment for 
chiidren from 6 weeks to 8 years. 

We have recentiy refurbished the nursery and are 
proud to have received an exceiient CSSiW 
inspection report - come aiong and find out why! 
We aiso offer schooi ciubs before and 
after schooi and are open 52 weeks a 
year from 7.30am 
- 6pm. 




With the neon lights 
of Los Angeles so 
strong in the mix, com¬ 
parisons to Michael 
Mann here are both pre¬ 
dictable and accurate, 
the film sharing a kin¬ 
ship with Mann’s Thief 
and, to a lesser degree. 
Heat. 

There is an 80s influ¬ 
ence with the neon pink 
credit text and sound¬ 
track but Refn makes 
the story feel almost 
timeless. The sporadic 
action and violence is 
both extreme and jar¬ 
ring, the calm of the 
piece shattered by these 
moments, but Refn 
draws maximum 
impact out of them. 

In the lead, it is 
another flawless turn 
from Ryan Gosling, 
whose dialogue may be 
kept to the minimum 
but his charisma burns 
through brightly in a 
beautifully understated 
performance. 

With his mix of quiet 
malice and cool. 

Gosling radiates in what 
will inevitably be a cult 
hero in the making. The 
actor is absolutely 
superb and he is sur- 


WALK 
IN THE 
WOOD 
WEEK 

ON October 3-9, local 
Ramblers are taking 
part in a national 
walking festival to 
encourage as many 
people as possible to 
enjoy the delights of 
walking and to high¬ 
light a campaign to 
save woodland walks. 

On October 3, meet at 
10.30am at Dinas Powys 
village square for a 3.5- 
mile easy/moderate walk 
at Cwm George and 
Park Wood; contact 
Geraint on 029 2051 
5278. 

On October 4, 10am 
at All Saints Church, 
Park Road, Barry for a 
five-mile easy walk at 
Porthkerry; contact Val 
Won 01446 734925. 

On October 5, 10am 
at the Blue Anchor, East 
Aberthaw for a three- 
mile easy walk at 
Pleasant Harbour and 
East Aberthaw; contact 
Joy on 01446 737131. 

On October 8, 9am at 
Cogan Leisure Centre 
for a 10-mile mod/hard 
walk at Cwm Clydach; 
contact Clive on 029 
2065 4156. 

On October 9, 10am 
at Cogan for a six-mile 
mod/hard walk at 
Castell Coch and Eforest 
Eawr; contact Pam on 
029 2021 9102. 


rounded by top notch 
support. Carey 
Mulligan offers another 
fine turn and yet more 
evidence that she is set 
to become one of 
Britain's best exports. 

Her chemistry with 
Gosling, all stolen 
glances rather than dia¬ 
logue, gives the emo¬ 
tional counterpoint to 
the masculinity on dis¬ 
play. 

Bryan Cranston, from 
TV’s Breaking Bad, is 
similarly as good as 
Driver’s boss and confi¬ 
dant, the actor deliver¬ 
ing the craggy voice-of- 
reason role, shorn of 
stereotype. 

Ron Perlman and 
Albert Brooks, as a pair 
of gang lords, offer 
gravitas and, in the lat¬ 
ter’s case, a chilling 
malevolence and men¬ 
ace, the comedian 
showing he is more than 
capable of doing ‘seri¬ 
ous’. 

Of course, in today’s 
cinematic world of 
computer-generated 
action and 3D, Drive 
seems pretty small-fry - 
but that is the piece’s 
immense power. 

Certainly it doesn’t 
reinvent the wheel, tak¬ 
ing a story that has been 
told many times before, 
but the electric perform¬ 
ance of Gosling and 
Refn’s stylish direction 
mean that the film 
maintains a degree of 
individuality that makes 
it stand out from the 
pack. 

Now let’s hope that 
Michael Bay doesn’t try 
and get his hands on 
any possible sequel.. 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


VERDICT: An out 
standing effort. Drive is 
a stylish thriller pro¬ 
pelled by Nicolas 
Winding Refn’s skillful 
and measured direction 
and Ryan Gosling’s 
mesmerising lead turn. 

Deconstructing what 
could have been a pre¬ 
dictable genre piece and 
infusing it with no little 
panache. Drive is retro 
delight from start to fin¬ 
ish. Essential viewing. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Thief (mi), 
Miami Vice (2005). 


Skating 

session 

CLWB Cymru RES 
is holding skating 
sessions at Colcot 
Sports Centre on 
Thursdays from 
October 6, 

7pm-9pm. 

Skating sessions at 
Llantwit Major Leisure 
remain the same, on 
Saturdays, at 3pm-5pm 


Creative Stitches: 
winning entries 


THE winners of our 
recent competition 
for tickets to the 
Creative Stitches and 
Hobbycraft show at 
the Cardiff 
Motorpoint Arena 
are: 

EM Hurst, 

Bridgend; Mrs L Farr, 
Ogmore by Sea; Jo 
Ping, Llantwit Major; 
Rachel Evans, 
Pontyclun; Helen 


Hughes, Cowbridge; 
Mrs C Davies, St 
Athan; Gaynor 
Holmes, Boverton; 
Mrs J Letts, Dinas 
Powys; Mim Evans, 
Barry and Ann 
Walker, Rhoose. 

Congratulations to 
you all, and keep 
reading for more 
great GEM competi¬ 
tions! 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <£ microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 737827 

www.maesIeganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 
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Out and About with The GEM 


MP’s surgeries 
VALE MP, Alun 
Cairns, will be holding 
surgeries on Friday, 
September 30 at 2pm- 
3pm, Lee Hall, Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys; 
and at 4pm-5.30pm at 
Tesco, Stirling Road, 
Barry. 

All are welcome to 
attend, but it is advisable 
to call 01446 403814 to 
make an appointment. 

AM’s surgery 
THE Vale of 
Glamorgan AM, Jane 
Hutt, will be holding a 
surgery on Friday, 


September 30 from 
4pm-6pm at the Holy 
Trinity Church Hall, 
Trinity Street, Barry, 
CF62 7EU. 
Cowbridge 
coffee 
THE Mayor of 
Cowbridge will again 
be hosting a coffee 
morning in the 
Mayor’s Parlour of 
Cowbridge Town Hall 
this Saturday morning, 
between 10.30am and 
12.30pm. 

All are welcome to 
have coffee and cakes 
for just £2.50. 



Children’s Programme 
that blends dance-fitness 
routines with fun games 
& high energy music! 

At Adventure Island 
with Christian Bullen! 
16:00-16:45 

Wednesday 5th & 12th October 
Taster Sessions 


ZUBATOMIC^ and the Zumba Fitness logo are trade¬ 
marks ofZumba Fitness, LLC, used under license. 
Suitable for age groups 4 to 7 years old. 

To book please contact: 

01446 733344 


V. 


3-10 Esplanade Buildings, 
Friars Rd, BARRY ISLAND CF62 5TJ. 
www.adventureislandwales.com 




★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

iOCEAN LOUNGE: 

i^PORramRY^; 

:{; THURSDAY & FRIDAY NIGHTS. J 
« SATURDAY LUNCH & EVENING.? 
% SUNDAY LUNCH. ? 

I ; UVE 

J Friday. 30th September j 

{ Jack the Biscuit ^ 

? Live Band plus Bingo J 

{ Open Night sponsored by J 
M Thatchers Cider - Only £2 a pint 7 
{ Plus Chilli & Rice - Only £2 J 

t Saturday. 1st October J 

¥ Leanne Louise t 

5 Female Vocalist plus Bingo J 
t Friday. 7th October J 

i Live Entertainment ^ 

J plus Bingo ^ 

^ Saturday. 8th October J 

£ Live Entertainment t 

5 plus Bingo J 

{ Sunday Roast £6.95 j 

^ in the Ocean Lounge Bar i 

5 Choice of meats, Seasonal Vegetables, J 

f Home-made desserts from only £1.99 ^ 

P BOOKING ADVISABLE 

I Every Tliursday: QUIZ NIGHT i 

? _ Curry and a Pint £5.99 _ J 

{ CAR BOOT SALE ? 

5 EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm J 

■K Tofindus-clickdirections@WWW.firejOUSt.com Jf 
^ Ample Parking - Coaches Welcome ^ 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


The proceeds will all 
go to the Mayor’s chari¬ 
ties, which this year are 
Marie Curie Cancer 
Care and the Welsh Air 
Ambulance. 

Mind fete 

THE Western Vale 
Project of Mind in the 
Vale will be holding its 
annual fete at 
Llantonian Hall, 
Llantwit Major on 
Saturday, October 1 
from lOam-Spm. 

Call 01446 796416. 
Friends’ 
coffee 
FRIENDS and 
Neighbours are cele¬ 
brating Older Persons 
Day on Saturday, 
October 1, with a cof¬ 
fee morning at the 
Senior Health Shop, 
Holton Road, Barry. 

The event will be 
opened by Jane Hutt 
AM, at 10am. 

Admission is free and 
there will be a wide 
range of attractive stalls. 

Refreshments will be 
available and a raffle 
will be drawn. 

All proceeds of the 
coffee morning will be 
used for Friends and 
Neighbours’ Christmas 
party and other activi¬ 
ties. 

Contact Gay Fifield 
on 01446 400044 for 
further information. 


Rhoose 

surgery 

RHOOSE ward coun¬ 
cillors Jeff James and 
Gordon Kemp will be 
holding one of their 
regular advice surger¬ 
ies on Saturday, 
October 1 at Rhoose 
Community Hall from 
10am-12noon. 

No appointment is 
necessary and all 
Rhoose ward residents 
are welcome. For further 
information, contact 
01446 710690. 
Churches 
celebrate 
THE Barry churches of 
St Paul’s and Merthyr 
Dyfan hold harvest fes¬ 
tival celebrations this 
Sunday (October 2) at 
Merthyr Dyfan church 
at 8.45am, or at St 
Paul’s Church in St 
Paul’s Avenue at 10am. 

Everyone is encour¬ 
aged to bring fruit and 
vegetables either fresh, 
or tinned; all of which 
will be given to the 
homeless. Services will 
be led by the Rector, 
Father Robert Parrish. 
Harvest 
welcome 
AFTER a very success¬ 
ful coffee morning for 
Bethesda’r Fro and 
Llantwit church funds. 


Stand by for the 
Ogmore Castle 
vintage tractor run! 


THE second annual 
Ogmore Castle vin¬ 
tage tractor run will 
take place on 
Sunday, October 16 
at the Castle Field, 
Ogmore Village. 

Judging of the best 
vintage tractor will be 
held at 10am and the run 
will start at 10.30am - 
Ogmore By Sea, 
Southerndown, St Brides 
Major, Taircross, 

Ewenny and back to 
Ogmore Village - about 


12 miles in total. 

Entries are £10 per 
tractor and you are 
encouraged to get as 
much sponsorship as 
possible, as all money 
raised will go to 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 

Entry forms can be 
obtained from Basil 
George at Basil®basil- 
george.com, or write to 
Ivy Cottage, Ogmore 
Village, Vale of 
Glamorgan CF32 OQP. 
Alternatively, call on 
01656 654440 after 6pm. 




www.oowbrld^rood&nddrlnk org 



Bethesda’r Fro is hold¬ 
ing its annual Harvest 
Festival on Sunday, 
October 2 at 3pm. 

The service will be 
taken by Mr Idris Jones 
and all are welcome to 
stay for tea, cakes and 
sandwiches afterwards. 
Barry toy and 
train sale 
BARRY toy and train 
sale returns on Sunday, 
October 2 between 
10.30am and 3pm at 
Barry Leisure Centre 
in Greenwood Street. 

Now well-established 
alongside its sister show 
(Cardiff toy and train 
sale at Penarth Leisure 
Centre), Barry’s is held 
each year in February, 
October and December. 

Traders come from a 
wide area of Wales 
andacross the border in 
England. 

Large amounts of 
model railway stock are 
on sale, but die-cast also 
makes a strong appear¬ 
ance, along with many 
other items and the 
keynote at Barry is 
always value-for-money. 


Organiser Chris Dyer 
said: “We look forward 
to Barry and the excel¬ 
lent venue. There is so 
much free parking, level 
and easy access, plus a 
top-rate caterer on-site 
for the day, offering 
choice, quality and 
value. 

“All in all, we can 
offer a very happy event 
in a wonderful atmos¬ 
phere and with some of 
the lowest admission 
charges for any such 
show in the UK.” 

Further details on 
01643 702757 and 
07966 694579; website 
www.chrisdyerfairs.co.u 
k. 

Quiz night 
cancelled 
DUE to unforeseen cir¬ 
cumstances, the Barry 
Town Mayor’s Mayor’s 
Charity Rugby Quiz 
Night, which was due 
to be held at the Barry 
Rugby Club on 
Sunday, October 2 at 
7pm has been can¬ 
celled. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Barry Town 


Council on 01446 
704920. 

Total CAOS set 
to Dazzlel 
FOLLOWING their 
successful concert of 
Disney favourites in 
July, Total CAOS, the 
youth group of CAOS, 
is beginning rehearsals 
for its debut musical 
Dazzlel 

Set against the fading 
glitz and glamour of a 
seaside funfair it’s the 
story of one girl’s fight 
against its take-over and 
closure by a mean prop¬ 
erty developer. 


The production takes 
place in February 2012 
during half term week 
and it’s not too late to 
join in. 

Total CAOS meet 
every Monday in school 
term time at Wick 
Village Hall from 5pm 
to 6.30pm and is open to 
anybody aged eight-18 
who wants to sing, 
dance and act. 

Full details are avail¬ 
able from the secretary 
Jenny Hill on 01446 
713110 or the chairper¬ 
son Mel Bruford on 
07791303853. 


«'«'DONT MISS THE... 

BARRY Nr CARDIFF 

TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SUNDAY, 2nd OCTOBER, 2011 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Barry Leisure Centre, Greenwood Street, 
Barry, Nr Cardiff, South Wales CF63 4RU 
BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

75 Tables, Many top dealers in Dinky Toys, Corgi 
Toys, Matchbox, Britains, EFE, Lledo, Hornby, 
Bachmann, Lima, etc - and much, much more 

Admission £1.50 - Child/OAP £1.00 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
E-Mail: dyer@minehead46.freeserve.co.uk 
Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 

Promoted by Chris Dyer, Minehead, Somerset, UK 



What makes your 
local pub great? 

Competition closes this 
Friday. Last chance to vote! 




It has been well publicised that several pubs are closing in Wales 
every week - happily that is not the case in the Vale; 
in fact, many establishments are reporting record business levels. 


To celebrate some of the excellent family-owned, or run Vale pubs. 
The GEM is looking for regular customers to vote for their 
favourite in our new ‘Prize Pub’ competition feature. 


Prize ... 

A 12 month 
advertising 
campaign in 
The GEM 
and on-line, 
worth more than 

£5,000. 

The 

competition 
[will run during | 
September 
and the 
winner will 
I be announcedi 
in October. 


Criteria to consider 

Scores on the doors (Vale hygiene awards) 
Food (Home cooked!organic produce) 
Drinks (Alcohol & quality coffees & teas) 
Disability access 

Child activities!entertainment!meals 
Friendliness of staff!welcome 
Garden!outdoor appearances!flower baskets etc 
Innovation & Diversity - new ideas, 
i.e. offering a take-away service 
Standards of toilets and general cleanliness 
Parking!cab service (will they call one for you?) 
Music!Guest entertainers 
Interiors!Christmas decorations 
Community involvement and charity support 
Green credentials, eg: commitment to recycling 
of food waste, rain water for watering plants, etc. 

What to do next ... 


Enter by email or post - closing date is Friday, 30th September, 2011. 
You must supply your name, address and land-line telephone number. 
Tell us, in no more than 100 words, why you believe your local is the best. 
State the name of the landlord/landlady, pub name and location, 
and how often you visit. 

Send your entries, marked ‘Prize Pub’ to: The GEM, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7EL or email: gemsales(^tindlenews.co.uk 


- Terms & Conditions - 

The five pubs that receive the most entries will be visited by a mystery 
dinerljudge, whereupon the winner will be decided. The winner will be 
announced in The GEM in October. No correspondence concerning the 
decision will be entered into. The judge’s decision is final. 
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Kyle (14) is now St Athan’s 
youngest club champion 



FOURTEEN- 
YEAR-OLD Kyle 
Harman’s name 
will always be 
remembered by 
present and future 
members as he is 
now in the enviable 
position of being 
both the Junior and 
the Club Champion 
of RAF St Athan 
Golf Club. 

He is the first junior 
to win the senior cham¬ 
pionship, and he beat 
Craig Sherman in the 
final. 

Because Kyle had 
qualified for two finals, 
the juniors played their 
championship and plate 
finals, both off scratch, 
on another day. 

Ryan Harris, a 10- 
handicapper came up 
against Kyle, playing off 
four over 36 holes in the 
junior championship. 
Ryan scored a gross 77 


G em colum¬ 
nist Brian 
Lee has 

teamed up with his 
daughter Amanda 
Harvey to compile 
‘A Postcard from 
Cardiff’, a 128- 
page book of 200 
postcard images 
chosen to illustrate 
the changing face 
of the capital city 
of Wales. 

Informative captions 
accompany the pictures 
and with chapters on 
Cardiff Castle, the civic 
centre, sport, school 
days, memorable 
moments, parks and 
open spaces, it is a book 
not only for postcard 
enthusiasts but for any¬ 
one who wants to know 
more about this vibrant 
city. 

In his foreword to the 
book, Alun Williams, 
editor of the South 


over the morning 18, but 
Kyle was in fine form 
and the match was over 
after 28 holes. Both 
players had played very 
well. 

Erin Allison and Dion 
Thomas played some 
outstanding shots in the 
Plate, again off scratch 
over 18 holes. The game 
was all square after 18 
so it went to sudden 
death. 

Dion’s putt on the 
19th looked as if it was 
in the centre of the cup 
but stopped an inch 
short, forcing play onto 
the 20th. It was a shame 
that there could only be 
one winner but all credit 
to Erin for winning the 
title. 

The most prestigious 
of titles is obviously the 
Club Champion and this 
is the match that always 
draws the most interest. 

The members knew 
they were in for a special 
game when stalwart 


Wales Postcard Club’s 
newsletter Cardtalk, 
writes: “Brian and 
Amanda have captured 
the essence of the mean¬ 
ing of true nostalgia, 
which I am sure readers 
will spend many a 
happy hour discussing 
with family and 
friends.” 

Brian (75), is no 
stranger to the columns 
of the Glamorgan GEM 
having written for the 
paper for many years, 
mostly on point-to-point 
and horse racing. He has 
written around 25 books 
while his daughter 
Amanda (51) is feature 
writer for the interna¬ 
tional Morris Minor 
magazine. 

Amanda has also 
contributed to a num¬ 
ber of women’s maga¬ 
zines but A Postcard 
From Cardiff’, which is 
published by The 
History Press at £12.99, 
is her first book. 


Craig Sherman pro¬ 
gressed through the 
knockout stages to come 
up against young Kyle 
Harman. 

At the halfway stage, 
the game had been ‘nip 
and tuck’ all the way, 
and that is how the sec¬ 
ond 18 progressed until 
the 34th, when Kyle pro¬ 
duced a birdie and 
immediately followed it 
with another! 

Craig was one down 
with one to play, and he 
had a birdie putt to take 
the game down the 37th. 
Alas for him it was not 
to be, and he duly con¬ 
gratulated Kyle in win¬ 
ning the battle. 

This year, the Ladies 
Championship saw Liz 
Thomas and Jayne 
Williams in the final. 
Both ladies have been 
champions in previous 
years and their experi¬ 
ence in competition con¬ 
ditions was clearly visi¬ 
ble with some of the ‘get 
out of jail’ shots they 
played. 

Jayne was not dis¬ 
graced in being named 
runner up to this year’s 
Ladies Champion, Liz 
Thomas. 

Other matches played 
on the day saw Jenny 
Young beat Rose 
Dawson to take the 
Millennium Plate 
Trophy and Roger 
Davidge took Hugh 
Williams down the 19th 
to win the Seniors Alex 
Beattie Trophy. 

The club captain, BJ 
Hawkins, had to admit 
defeat to Ben Briggs in 
the Dan Archer, but this 
year’s vice-captain, 
Steve Hopkins, took the 


P E N A R T H 
Lacrosse Club host¬ 
ed a pre-season 
tournament on 
Saturday at the 
Athletic ground. 

Cardiff Harlequins 
from the premier division 
joined Penarth, who play 
in the west one division. 
The coaches of the 
under-19 Welsh squad 
entered a team, as did 
Swansea Hawks from 
west two division. 

The fifth team was 
from UWIC, who play in 
the British universities 
west league. 

The tournament was 
played eight-a-side, as 
opposed to the normal 
10, and games were eight 
minutes each way, rather 
than the normal four 20- 
minute quarters. 

This format suited two 
of Penarth’s newer play¬ 
ers, Dave Macardle and 
Sam Middlemiss, who 
were able to use their 
pace to create chances 
for Penarth all afternoon. 

The sides played a 
round robin section first. 
Cardiff showed their 
experience and won all 
of their games and went 


Plate Trophy from Luke 
Allbrighton. 

A new member to the 
club. To Tak Pang, was 
ecstatic to get his name 
on the Rabbits board 
with an impressive win 
against Steve Kenyon. 

Some of the competi¬ 
tors in the Lairwood 
Park had also qualified 
in other finals, so this 
was another match that 
had to be played on an 
alternative day. 

Kieron Whilding and 
Steve Bacon took on 
Craig Sherman and 
Chris Bacon (son of 
Steve!) with the latter 
pairing finishing victori¬ 
ous. 

All winners and run¬ 
ners up now look for¬ 
ward to collecting their 
crystal trophies at the 
annual presentation 
evening in November. 

They, together with 
all members of RAF St 
Athan Golf Club, warm- 


into the final. 

The under 19s finished 
on six points from four 
games. UWIC and 
Swansea came in just 
ahead on seven. 

Penarth squeezed into 
the final game by one 
point, the difference 
made by a single goal 
advantage. 

The performance of 
James Griffths in goal, 
and the close attack work 
of new boy Conner 
Boyes were both very 
important. 

The final went the way 
of the premiership club, 
but Penarth did reduce 
the margin of defeat from 
the round robin game. 

Overall everyone 
found it a good run out 
before the league season 
gets under way. 

Anyone interested in 
playing is very welcome 
at Penarth Lacrosse 
Club. Games are on 
Saturday afternoons and 
training is on a 
Wednesday evening. 
Contact the club coach 
Ray Nash on 02920 
591900. 

RN 


ly welcome new mem¬ 
bers and visitors. For 
more information, tele¬ 
phone the club manager 
(01446 751043) or visit 
WWW. rafstathangc. co. uk 
CAROL 
MORGAN 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR under-14s 
new flying winger, 
Alex Hill, marked 
only his second 
game in club 
colours with four 
superbly-taken tries 
against a Sully team 
who have always 
provided a strong 
challenge to the 
Llantwit boys as 
they have moved 
through the age 
groups. 

The match started in 
poor conditions which 
improved during the 
morning and allowed 
both teams to play some 
good open rugby. 
Llantwit started the scor¬ 
ing when Alex was sent 
clear on halfway by the 
fluent backs, who were 
well fed all game by out¬ 
standing No 10 lestyn 
Jones. 

Hill rounded his oppo¬ 
site number before shak¬ 
ing off the cover defence 
to score his first try for 
the club. Jones convert¬ 
ed. 

The forwards started 
to provide good quality 
ball for the backs to use 
and another determined 
break by centre Steffen 
Godwin set up a ruck a 
couple of metres short. 
The forwards arrived en 
masse and second row 
Dan Sutton was driven 
over the line. 

Alex Hill scored his 
second try when the 
backs again put him into 
space in his own half. 
Once again, he outpaced 
the cover to score wide 
out. Llantwit continued 
to dominate the rest of 
the half but the Sully 
defence held firm to 
make the score 19-0 at 
half-time. 


ABOVE: 

Rose Dawson; Jayne 
Williams; Liz 
Thomas and Jenny 
Young. 


Llantwit lost No 6 
Max Croucher early in 
the second half, and with 
no natural replacement 
on the bench, full-back 
Charlie Neale decided 
that he’d like to have a go 
in the back row. 

He proved a superb 
replacement as he 
opened the scoring in the 
second half with a well 
taken try following some 
excellent driving play by 
the forwards. 

Ignoring the four-man 
overlap outside him, 
Neale backed himself 
and scored by the posts. 
Jones added the second 
of his three conversions. 

Sully came back in to 
the game as Llantwit lost 
focus and scored a fine 
try for the front row 
union, following a series 
of penalties close to the 
Llantwit line. This 
seemed to re-focus the 
Llantwit boys, who hit 
back with two further 
long range tries from 
Hill. The backs were 
quick to acknowledge the 
fine work of the forwards 
at the final whistle. 

The pack, led by the 
front row of Liam Piper, 
Morgan Thomas and 
stand in hooker Dan 
Richards, provided go 
forward ball for the 
backs to use all game. 
The stonewall defence in 
the backs meant that sev¬ 
eral Sully moves were 
snuffed out before they 
got going. 

Big hits came flying in 
from centres Steffen 
Godwin, Joe Bunt and 
the back three of Rhodri 
Miskin, Todd Oldfield 
and Alex Hill. Man of the 
match was Alex Hill. 
Pinal score, 39-5 in 
favour of Llantwit Major. 

TJ 



ABOVE: Steve Hopkin with Luke 
Allbrighton. 


Family postcard 
is all the way 
from Cardiff! 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 


Penarth warm 
up for a new 
lacrosse season 


Four-try Hill 
caps a fine 
rugby display 



ABOVE: 


Craig Sherman congratulates Kyle Harman 



ABOVE: To Tak Pang with Steve Kenyon. 



ABOVE: 

Roger Davidge and Hugh Williams. 


Vale’s Maria 
triumphs in 
100-mile race 


The Vale’s adven¬ 
ture racing athlete 
Maria Leijerstam 
notched up another 
win in a 100 mile 
race spanning the 
width of Scotland. 

The Scottish Coast to 
Coast adventure race 
started in Naim, east of 
Inverness, and finished in 
Glencoe on the west 
coast. 

Racing solo, Maria 
took the female title in 
the ‘expert class’ show¬ 
ing her skill and speed in 
trail running, road bik¬ 
ing, kayaking, mountain 
biking and mountain mn- 
ning. She was sponsored 
by ‘inov-8’ for the race. 

Despite the urgency of 
the competition, Maria 
was able to savour some 
of the picturesque sights 
too. 

“It was a really tough 
race but the scenery was 
absolutely spectacular 
and I had to stop a few 
times just to look around. 

“The problem is you 
can never stop for more 
than a few moments 
because there is always 
someone chasing you!” 



V_ y 

Maria Leijerstam. 

Maria completed the 
race in 14 hours, 8 min¬ 
utes. 

She is now back in the 
Vale busily planning for 
two local adventure races 
due to take place in 
October - Cardiff Bum 
and Margam Mini Bum. 

Maria added: “Each 
event involves mnning, 
cycling and kayaking and 
is a perfect way of expe¬ 
riencing multisport 
adventure racing for the 
first time.” 

For more information 
on events, people can go 
to: www.multisport- 

wales.co.uk. 
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ABOVE: Pupils enjoyed their day of languages. 


St John’s pupils 
put language 
at the centre 
of their day... 



PUPILS and staff at 
St John’s, Porthcawl 
were treated to an 
array of language lore 
and lists, as they cele¬ 
brated the 10th 
European Day of 
Languages. 

This was originally 
established by the 
European Council in 
order to increase aware¬ 
ness of the importance of 
language learning and 
the need to preserve and 
promote Europe’s rich 
cultural and linguistic 
diversity. 

Pupils at the 
Porthcawl school took 
part in a quiz on the cap¬ 
itals of many European 
countries, sang songs in 
Erench and German (St. 
John’s pupils begin 
learning Erench at the 
age of four) and attempt¬ 
ed to guess, in order, 
which of the top 12 
European languages 
were the most widely 
spoken and which the 
least. 

The fun continued in 
lesson times with pupils 
also enjoying a range of 
European foods, courtesy 
of busy Mums and 
Sainsbury’s. 

Year 6 particularly 
enjoyed a ‘Hermann’ 
German friendship cake, 
baked from sour dough. 

The three modern lan¬ 
guages teachers, Mr. 
Keating, Mrs Sarll and 
Mrs Hannaby, held a spe¬ 
cial European assembly 
and there was a competi¬ 
tion for the best EDL 
poster. 

Pupils also had to 
guess from which coun¬ 
try certain greetings 
came and from which 
countries the words buf¬ 
falo, broccoli and 
umbrella originated. 

Pupils were interested 
to learn that Irish is an 
official EU language - 
but Welsh, despite a cam- 

Home 
for cats? 

A good home is 
being sought for two 
family friendly cats 
aged 10 and six. 

Please telephone 
01446 772680. 


paign by Plaid Cymru, 
has so far been disal¬ 
lowed. 

In terms of mother 
tongue usage, pupils and 
staff were also interested 
to learn that German is 
the most widely mother 
spoken tongue language 
in the EU - 24 per cent 
compared with 16 per 
cent for both Erench and 
English. 

After some research, 
pupils discovered that 
this was due not only to 
the size and population 
of Germany, but due to 
its official status in many 
countries other than 
Germany - Austria, 
Switzerland, Belgium, 
Luxembourg and 

Liechtenstein. 

To prove how inspir¬ 
ing it all was, Mrs Sarll 
embarked on a new 
Welsh improvers’ course 
in the local tabernacle 
(Hebrew word meaning 
“dwelling” or “resi¬ 
dence” by the way) that 
very evening! 

Headteacher Mrs Clint 
is always pleased to 
include this annual cele¬ 
bration of languages in 
the St. John’s calendar: 


“We are very proud of 
our language teaching 
policy here, giving all 
pupils the chance to tack¬ 
le both Erench and 
German from a very 
young age. 

“Through our 

Comenius project, pupils 
have also been exposed 
to other languages such 
as Icelandic, Turkish and 
Irish Gaelic. 

“It has been proven 
that early language 
learning is the best possi¬ 
ble start you can give a 
child in order to achieve 
oral fluency and excel¬ 
lent written skills - and 
to maintain interest in 
later life, which is vital if 
we are to keep the 
breadth of languages we 
all enjoy”. 

Statistics for top 12 
languages spoken in EU, 
as a mother tongue and 
as a foreign language 
combined: English, 47 
per cent, German, 32 per 
cent, Erench, 28 per cent, 
Italian, 18 per cent, 
Spanish, 15 per cent, 
Greek, Portuguese and 
Swedish, 3 per cent, 
Danish and Dutch, 2 per 
cent and Russian and 


Pink coffee morning 


PORTHCAWL Lions 
will be ahead of the 
game when they hold 
their Pink Coffee 
Morning in aid of 
Breast Cancer Care a 
week or so before the 
majority of the events 
for this charity are to 
take place. 

The pink themed 
morning will take place 
in the Atlantic Hotel on 
October 14 from 10am 
onwards. The tickets are 


£3 (available at the door) 
and include coffee and a 
choice of homemade 
cake; there will also be a 
raffle and good selection 
of stalls. 

“Last year the 
Porthcawl Lions Pink 
Coffee Morning raised 
around £700 for Breast 
Cancer Wales and this 
year, with your help, 
members hope to make 
more,” said spokesman 
John Cosson. 


THE BITTEN 
WORD AT 
FEASTIVAL? 


BRIDGEND- 
BASED Seren, one 
of Wales’ best 
known and estab¬ 
lished book publish¬ 
ers, turns 30 next 
week and is cele¬ 
brating with an 
unusual street party 
in the middle of its 
hometown. 

The birthday, on 
October 1, coincides with 
Bridgend’s flagship 
event, Eeastival, Wales’ 
alternative food festival. 

The publishers have 
worked with festival 
organisers to stage a 
street party with an inter¬ 
esting mix of food and 
literature throughout the 
day outside their offices 
in Nolton Street, and are 
offering birthday cake, 
refreshments, a free book 
and discounted books for 
everyone who attends. 

There will be poetry 
readings, open mic ses¬ 
sions, music, and as it’s 
the Wales Alternative 
Eood Eestival, Deli- 
licious, the popular deli 
next door to Seren 
Books, is offering a spe¬ 
cial discount to anyone 
who attends the party 

Mick Eelton, head of 
Seren, said: “Seren’s 30 
years have seen plenty of 
changes. Like everyone 
else, we’ve evolved from 
pasting up bromide pages 
to the digital age and it’s 


never been less than 
eventful, stimulating, or 
rewarding. 

“When Cary Archard 
founded the publishing 
house, I doubt he could 
have envisaged that we 
would be celebrating our 
30th anniversary with a 
Man Booker Prize 
longlisting!” 

Seren Books began 
from a humble back¬ 
ground, trading from an 
old coastal cottage near 
Ogmore-by-Sea, to a 
fully-fledged literary 
publisher based in the 
town of Bridgend. 

Today, the publishers 
continue to work with 
leading writers and 
investing in new talent. 
Patrick McGuinness’ The 
Last Hundred Days, 
long-listed for the Man 
Booker prize, is the latest 
success for this small 
publisher that continues 
to punch above its weight 
in the literary world. 

Seren’s birthday party 
celebration is open to 
everyone and will take 
place outside the 
Bridgend office from 
11am on October 1; guest 
of honour will be 
acclaimed author Dannie 
Abse. 

Eor further details, 
contact Seren Books on 
01656 663018 or visit 
WWW. serenbooks. com/ 


'Green’ charity’s 
appeal over 5p 
levy on hags 


PORTHCAWL- 
based charity 
Sustainable Wales 
is appealing to local 
traders to pass on 
customers’ 5p single 
bag-use levy - to 
help develop more 
local community 
activities. 

Director Margaret 
Minhinnick has written 
to them saying: “As you 
are probably aware, the 
Welsh Government has 
introduced a levy on sin¬ 
gle-use carrier bags. The 
charge will probably 
come in on October 1 
and is a minimum of 5p. 
It will apply to all single 

Library 

closes 

THERE will no 
longer be a library 
service available at 
the Berwyn Centre, 
Nantymoel from 
Friday, September 
30 onwards. 

The nearest council- 
run library facilities will 
be at Ogmore Valley 
Life Centre, which will 
reopen on Monday, 
October 3 after redecora¬ 
tion. 

Eor further details, 
visit 

WWW. bridgendgov. uk/libr 
aries or call 01656 
754856. 


use carrier bags in 
Wales. The local authori¬ 
ty trading standards 
department will be the 
monitoring body. 

“The Welsh 

Government wants rev¬ 
enues raised by the levy 
to be passed on to envi¬ 
ronmental charities, and 
I would like to encour¬ 
age you to pass on your 
levy income to 
Sustainable Wales (SW). 

“Sustainable Wales is 
a community-based edu¬ 
cational project offering 
local responses to global 
issues, aimed at reducing 
our ecological footprint 
and encouraging sustain¬ 
able lifestyles. 

“SW undertook the 
‘plastic bag campaign’ 
locally a couple of years 
ago, with the help of 
Porthcawl and District 
Chamber of Trade, 
which offered informa¬ 
tion, resources and sup¬ 
port to traders. 

“It achieved a 95 per 
cent involvement of 
local shops and close to 
a 30 per cent reduction 
in distribution of plastic 
bags during the short 
campaign period. 

“The media work (and 
requested talks to local 
schools and other groups 
across south Wales) 
spread the name of 
Porthcawl far and wide, 
and helped inform the 
Welsh Government.” 


Pencoed unveil 
first under-15 
girls rugby team! 



Pencoed Phoenix under-15s girls team. 

FOR the first time ever in 
the history of Pencoed RFC, 
Phoenix helded an under- 
15s girls team against 
Gilfach Goch. 

The team was as follows: Kelly 
James, Amy Leverton, Ellys 
Jenkins, Katie Howells, Ria 
Brown, Amy Morgan, Harriet 
Wensley, Ayesha Williams, 
Caitlin Jones, Ceryn Williams, 
Holly Hiscocks, Holly Jenkins, 
Megan Whittaker, Seren Hart, 
Megan Fry; the coach was Paul 
James. 



LEFT: 

Try scorer Amy Morgan. 



Sporting plans are 
on track for 2012 


2012 won’t just be an impor¬ 
tant sporting year for London 
- the residents of Bridgend 
county borough can also expect 
big changes to local leisure 
facilities as well. 

Bridgend County Borough 
Council’s plans to improve its leisure 
facilities and enhance the range of 
opportunities for local people to be 
healthy and active, are progressing 
well, with the new Brackla Sports 
Centre, situated on the site of the new 
Archbishop McGrath School, due to 
open shortly. 

The new facilities include sports 
hall; activity studio; multi-use games 
areas; state-of-the-art floodlit artificial 
turf sports pitch; grass playing fields 
and changing facilities. 

The centre will be used by the 
school during the day but will support 
an extensive programme of club and 
community use at evenings and week¬ 
ends. 

Initially catering for local sports 
clubs and sports clubs relocating from 
Bridgend Recreation Centre, the centre 
will, in the future, accommodate a 
range of courses, classes, casual usage 
and holiday activities. 

Meanwhile, the council’s proposal 
to work with a partner to deliver local 
leisure services are also on track. 

Councillor Lyn Morgan, cabinet 
member for wellbeing, said: “As a 
council we recognise the need for con¬ 


tinued investment in our leisure centres 
and pools with a particular focus on the 
development of Bridgend Recreation 
Centre. There are ongoing negotiations 
with a small number of leisure opera¬ 
tors who through a partnership could 
bring capital investment into our 
leisure buildings. 

“There is also significant change 
scheduled for leisure provision in 
Bridgend County Borough and it’s 
important for our customers to know 
why we are doing this. 

“We want to create a sustainable 
future for our facilities and continue to 
develop services that will meet cus¬ 
tomer expectations and attract new 
users. 

“It’s anticipated that an announce¬ 
ment on a partnership may be made in 
January 2012 as we enter the Olympic 
year,” he added. 

To celebrate the contribution of 
Bridgend athletes and Wales to the 
Olympic and Paralympic games, an 
exhibition entitled ‘Eollowing the 
Blame’ will be based at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre from mid October. 

The exhibition intends to inspire 
more than 3,000 school children, but 
will also be available at set times to the 
public and other interested groups. 

The exhibition includes a range of 
memorabilia including Tanni Grey 
Thompson’s wheelchair, Simon 
Richardson’s gold medal, the Olympic 
torch previously carried by 
Muhammed Ali in Atlanta and more. 
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Porthcawl RFC 
get the show 
back on the road 


PORTHCAWL got 
over the disap¬ 
pointment of losing 
to Cowbridge by 
taking Ogmore 
Vale’s unbeaten 
record at South 
Road on Saturday. 

This was a frenetic 
encounter throughout, 
and both sides set off at 
a pace to show what 
they could do. 

It was the Seaweeds, 
however, who drew first 
blood as wing Sean 
Simmonds made it two 
tries in three matches as 
he skipped over in the 
corner for 5-nil. 

Ogmore could be 
thankful for the accurate 
boot of Ryan Jones, and 
he replied with a good 
penalty for 5-3, before 
some outstanding back 
play saw centre Gareth 
Richards profit follow¬ 
ing phase after phase of 
pressure from the home 
side, and he put on the 
gas to squeeze over in 
the comer for a try and 
10-3. 

With the old cam¬ 
paigner Blair Driscoll 
pulling the strings at fly- 
half, the home side kept 
up the tempo and looked 
dangerous, only for 
wrong options at the 
death to prevent further 
tries, and it was Ogmore 
who clawed back three 
points as Jones slotted 
his second penalty for 


PORTHCAWL 

15 

OGMORE VALE 

12 



Photographs by 
TRACEY 
WILLIAMS 


Winger Sean Simmonds grabbed two tries. 

10-6 at the break. 

Ogmore Vale have 
made their best start to a 
season for many years 
and are a useful-looking 
side in parts, and they 
continued their non-stop 
commitment into the 
second spell, but with¬ 
out really getting close 
to breaking down a res¬ 
olute home defence. 

The home pack too, 
were giving the visitors 



a torrid time at the 
scrum, with loosehead 
Gavin Williams particu¬ 
larly playing havoc with 
his opposite number, 
and this platform helped 
put Porthcawl further 
ahead as Simmonds 
nabbed his second try of 
the match for 15-6. 

Despite the problems 
at the set piece, Ogmore 
Vale continued to thwart 
the home side’s attempts 
to get the ball in scoring 
positions and with Jones 
kicking two further 
penalties to bring the 
match to the wire at 15- 
12, the referee appeared 
to have lost his watch, 
adding some 12 minutes 
of injury time. 

Porthcawl go back on 
the road and pay a visit 
to old adversaries Tonna 
on Saturday. 

PAUL FIELDING 

LEFT: Full-back 
Ollie Jones 
is tackled. 


Bryncethin under-lOs 
are just too strong 
for Bridgend Sports 


BRYNCETHIN 
under-10s played a 
borne game against 
Bridgend Sports. 

With a wet and windy 
start, Bryncethin kicked 
off with the two sides 
evenly matched. 

However, Bryncethin 
soon put the pressure on 
and, with some excellent 
rucking from Liam 
Svenson and Niall 
Bamford, a quick pass 
from Nathan Archer led 
Tom Painter to score the 
first try. 

After the restart, 
Bryncethin started where 
they left off, only being 


thwarted by some good 
defending by the Sports 
but it soon became 
apparent that Bryncethin 
were the stronger side 
with another try scored. 

The second half 
kicked off with 
Bryncethin showing 
some great defending, 
not allowing the Sports 
to gain any momentum 
with excellent tackling 
from Geraint Richards, 
Leon Davies and 
Kathryn Pritchard. 

Dafydd Baker and 
Ethan O’Neill made 
some good ground with 
excellent runs but were 
stopped by the Sports. 


We are now on Twitter - 
follow us @ gem-news 
www.facebook. com/gemnews 


Bryncethin soon 
showed they were up to 
the task with an outstand¬ 
ing try-saving tackle 
from Kane Walters, and 
with minutes left to play 
Mason Jones, running 
from deep, scored a solo 
try, kicking his third con¬ 
version for a 21-0 win to 
Bryncethin. 

Man of the match was 
awarded to Liam 
Svenson, who proved to 
be a real handful for the 
opposition. 

Team: Tom Painter, 
Mason Jones, Kathryn 
Pritchard, Liam Svenson, 
Dafydd Baker, Geraint 
Richards, Nathan Archer, 
Kane Walters, Ethan 
O ’Neill, Niall Bamford, 
Leon Davies. 

RS 


PENCOED 

YSTALYFERA 

36 

25 

THE visitors 
opened the scoring 
in the early min¬ 
utes with a penalty 
goal from their 
player coach 

Gareth James, with 
home outside-half 
Marc Davies level- 

the home side to lead 
24-11 at the break. 

Early in the second 
half, only a superh 
cover tackle from 
Pencoed skipper 
Morris saved a cer¬ 
tain score. 

Ystalyfera then 
camped on the 



ling matters short¬ 
ly afterwards. 

Good combined 
play from Pencoed 
saw them move the 
ball wide, and accu¬ 
rate interpassing 
between full-back Ken 
Morris and right-wing 
Glen Hiscocks saw 
Hiscocks race over 
wide out; Davies con¬ 
verted from the 
touchline. 

James then kicked 
a penalty for the visi¬ 
tors before Davies 
engineered a superb 
try for the home side. 

A stab kick into the 
hands of left-wing 
Liam Halse caught 
out the Ystalyfera 
defence, and the 
young wing took his 
chance well, Davies 
converting for 
Pencoed to lead 17-6. 

Ystalyfera then hit 
back with full-back 
Morgan Harries get¬ 
ting their opening try. 

Approaching the 
interval, Pencoed 
increased their lead 
through back row for¬ 
ward Aaron Halse, 
Davies again convert¬ 
ing from wide out for 


Pencoed 22 for some 
10 minutes, but the 
home side defended 
resolutely not to con¬ 
cede a score. 

Davies then pun¬ 
ished the visitors for 
their indiscretions 
with three penalty 
goals to stretch the 
Pencoed lead to 33-11. 

Ystalyfera then 
began to win more 
possession and two 
converted tries from 
Phillip Thomas and 
their captain Ashley 
Carter brought the 
scoreline to 33-25, 
before Davies settled 
home nerves with a 
penalty goal, and a 
final scoreline of 36- 
25. 

The control of 
home outside-half 
Marc Davies, together 
with a match haul of 
21 points, deservedly 
gave him man of the 
match. 

Pencoed can now 
travel to Mumbles on 
Saturday with a cer¬ 
tain amount of confi¬ 
dence following this 
good all round team 
performance. 

TR 


Rhys kicks 
Pencoed Youth 
to victory 


PENCOED YOUTH 
LLANHARAN YOUTH 


15 

3 


A GOOD crowd 
watched this 

intriguing youth 
derby match at the 
Recreation 
Ground. 

Pencoed, playing into 
a strong wind, defended 
their line well, with a 
couple of aggressive for¬ 
ays from home centre 
Lloyd Bargery gaining 
ground. 

Both sides had first 
half chances, a 
Llanharan effort ruled 
out for a double move¬ 
ment, and a Pencoed 
pass failing to go to 
hand with the defence 
broken. 

The game was being 
played at a good tempo, 
with plenty of skill on 
show, and it was 
Llanharan who opened 
the scoring with a penal¬ 
ty goal shortly before 
the interval. 


Soon after the break, 
Pencoed centre Rhys 
Thomas levelled matters 
with a penalty goal. 
With the wind now at 
their backs, Pencoed 
were on top territorially, 
and former Welsh 
Schools cap Thomas 
kicked a further four 
penalties to seal a 
deserved victory, his 
final penalty a 50-metre 
effort off the cross bar. 

The youth section 
now has an abundance 
of players, with a good 
prevailing squad atmos¬ 
phere, which bodes well 
for the club when this 
current crop of players 
eventually emerge into 
the senior ranks. 

On Saturday, the 
Youth host Nantyffyllon 
in the league. 

TR 


Late fightback 
doesn’t deny 
Pencoed the win 

PHOTOGRAPHS by JULIE HANCOCK. 

LEFT: Pencoed centre Jeff Hobbs hits the gap. 



Pencoed prop Shaun Donovan takes on the Ystalyfera defence. 


Co’wbridge RFC put 
50 points on Banwen 


COWBRIDGE 
RFC entertained 
Banwen at borne 
last Saturday and 
won 59-6, courtesy 
of a masterclass by 
outside balf Carwyn 
Morgan. 

The game had barely 
started before Morgan 
dropped a neat 30-metre 
goal. 

He then put over two 
penalties, with one from 
Banwen sandwiched in 
between. 

The referee was in the 
wars when a Banwen 
player accidentally 
charged into him, but he 
dusted himself off and 
reffed on. 

At the mid-point, 
Banwen pressurised 
Cowbridge and it took a 
good tackle from Huw 
Lougher in the centre, 
followed by great 
defence in the 22, to 
keep Banwen out. 

Cowbridge were for¬ 
tunate that two Banwen 
penalties went under the 
bar. 

A pass to the Banwen 
left wing wasn’t held and 
hooker Luke Adams 
kicked through, and the 
ball bounced nicely for 
flying wing Ilya 
Pellegrotti to gather at 
full pace and touch 
down. 

Morgan added a 
superb conversion from 
the touchline. 

Just past the 30- 
minute mark, a quick 
pass from the base of a 
scrum by Dewi Edwards 
enabled Morgan to put 
centre Lougher through a 
gap for a run 10 metres 
short of the line. Lrom 
the ruck, Morgan moved 
right and put flanker 
Rhys Jones into space to 
touch down for a con¬ 


verted try. 

Just before half time, 
Banwen’s second row 
was sin-binned for per¬ 
sistent infringing at the 
rucks. 

The half time score 
was 23-3. 

Just into the second 
half. No 8 and captain 
Ross Llewellyn joined 
the Banwen player in the 
sin-bin. 

Soon after, Morgan 
slotted his third penalty. 

At the mid-point of 
the half, a deep kick into 
Cowbridge territory was 
brilliantly returned by a 
40-metre run by right 
wing Liam Rowland. 

That brought a penalty 
and a further 10 metres 
for dissent, and then a 
Morgan missed penalty! 

Lrom a scrum, Dewi 
Edwards picked up and 
the forwards drove him 
forward. He twisted for¬ 
ward over the tryline for 
a converted score. 

Hard-working flanker 
Zac Macpherson crossed 
the line but knocked on 
as he dived. 

Moments later, 

Banwen tried to attack 
from their 22. They were 
dispossessed, the ball 
was moved to Morgan, 
then back inside to 
Lougher, who scored 
near the posts. Morgan 
added the extras. 

Lor the last 15 min¬ 
utes, Alun John came on 
at prop for Dai Popham, 
Huw Llewellyn for full 
back Ed Lakin, and Phil 
Edwards in the second 
row for Alex Lewis. 

After his injury prob¬ 
lems, it was great to see 
Edwards back in a 
Cowbridge shirt. 

Cowbridge didn’t ease 
up, adding three fine 
tries by the finish. Lirst, 
a great run by centre 


Huw Llewellyn on the 
burst, a shimmy and then 
an off load to the sup¬ 
porting No 8 Ross 
Llewellyn. 

Luke Boys, after an 
impressive 70 minutes, 
was replaced in the cen¬ 
tre by Dai Roper. 

The penultimate try 
saw Morgan move the 
ball to the left and Huw 
Llewellyn, again at pace, 
burst through the gap for 
his own converted try. 

Just before 

Cowbridge’s last try. 
Ban wen’s outstanding 
hooker added a superb 
40-metre drop kick to 
their score. 

Lrom a scrum five, 
Cowbridge got the ball 
back quickly, Dewi 
Edwards passed to 
Morgan, allowing him to 
size up the options, then 
with a hand off he was 
through the gap for a 
richly deserved try and 
conversion. 

The final score was 
59-6. 

It was a good team 
performance from the 
Cowbridge pack, with 
young second row 
Carwyn Davies at its 
heart. 

The pack secured 
enough ball for Carwyn 
Morgan to run the show. 

The team ends 
September on a real 
high, but we must not get 
ahead of ourselves; 
rather we must build on 
this start. 

Having been on the 
wrong end of many a 
match, we can savour 
this month’s results. 

Next Saturday, 

Cowbridge Lirst XV 
have a tough match 
against Ogmore Vale 
away. 

RV/RK 
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KENFIG HILL 
OUTPLAY QUINS 
IN THE RAIN 

brought about an absurd 
situation where Kenfig 
Hill were unable to gain 
any advantage from the 
yellow card. 

Some dazzling play 
from defence saw the 
ball passed to the Kenfig 
Hill left winger Ben 
Clark, and from the half 
way line he beat the 
opposition centres, wing 
and full back to score 
near the posts; Evans 
made no mistake with 
the conversion 

There was some con¬ 
fusion from a pile up 
near the Mules line 
when a scrum was indi¬ 
cated, but then a try was 
awarded to Kyle 
Blackmore of the Quins, 
the conversion being 
missed. 

Kenfig Hill hooker 
Karl Davies was myste¬ 
riously yellow carded at 
this point and the Mules, 
unlike their opposition, 
brought on a forward 
substitute, opting to con¬ 
tinue scrummaging. 

The Quins tried to 
spin the ball but the 
Kenfig Hill defence 
coped with ease, and 
then Raymond Evans 
scored a try which was 
absolutely sublime. 

He took a pass inside 
his 25 and put up a hang¬ 
ing up and under, and 
while the Quins looked 


KENFIG HILL 
FIRSTS 
vABERAVON 
QUINS 

KENFIG Hill 
returned to the 
Harlequin Road 
ground after a peri¬ 
od of absence and 
outplayed 
Aberavon Quins 
for a fine victory. 

Once the rain started 
before the kick off, the 
conditions were suited 
to the Quins eight-man 
game, but the Mules 
were more than a match 
for them up front and 
their dazzling back play 


held sway 

Kenfig Hill were 
under pressure for the 
first 10 minutes, when a 
charged down clearance 
kick gave the Quins pos¬ 
session. 

Despite using their 
forwards as battering 
rams, the Kenfig Hill 
defence was outstanding 
and the home side was 
limited to a single penal¬ 
ty, converted by outside 
half Marc Sheppard. 

Kenfig Hill outside 
half Raymond Evans 
responded immediately 
with a penalty. 

The Quins scored two 
further penalties through 
Sheppard before a sus¬ 


tained attack by the 
Mules saw centre 
Rhodri Clark power his 
way over for a try, con¬ 
verted by Evans. The 
Mules had the upper 
hand for the rest of the 
half, with only resolute 
defending keeping them 
at bay. 

Kenfig Hill pres¬ 
surised the home side 
from the start of the sec¬ 
ond half and centre 
Rhodri Clark put over a 
short range penalty. 

A Quins front row 
player was then yellow 
carded and, as they had 
used their prop substi¬ 
tute, they opted for pas¬ 
sive scrums, which 



Centre Rhodri Clark on his way to the line. 


PORTHCAWL AFC UNDER-14s 
GRAB WELL-DESERVED WIN 


PORTHCAWL Town AFC 
under-14s took on 
Croeserw in tbeir brand 
new kit (reminiscent of 
Barcelona!) for tbe first 
game of tbe season. 

They couldn’t have picked a 
harder game to start with, as 
Croeserw have won most of the 
silverware over the last few 
years. 

Croeserw started the stronger, 
with their bigger players using 
their size to their advantage - 
and a keeper who could kick a 
football the length of the field. 

The Town defence were in for 
a hard morning, with one long 


kick after another bombarding 
the defence and it was Croeserw 
who scored first, a lovely strike 
from outside the box leaving Ben 
Cannon no chance. 

The second half saw 
Porthcawl start the stronger, with 
their passing game from the back 
starting to click. 

They broke the Croeserw 
defence down the left with a 
Danny Coleman pass finding 
Ryan Matthews, who crossed 
first time for Rhydian Nelson to 
volley in at the near post 

It was one-way traffic and it 
wasn’t long before Porthcawl 
scored their second, as neat play 
between Goerge Beale and Ryan 


Matthews put Jorge Crofts 
through for a one on one with the 
keeper. 

He used his speed to round the 
keeper and slot the ball into an 
empty net, and then with 10 min¬ 
utes left, he rifled the ball past 
the keeper to make it 3-1. 

High praise must go to Scott 
Hodgeson and his defence, and 
to Ben Cannon for his brillant 
handling throughout the game. 

John Nelson and Mike Crofts 
would like to thank Kelvin and 
Sharon from Diamond Centre of 
Wales for sponsoring the boys 
new kit. 

MC 


Ospreys Cup 
win for Pencoed 
RFC under-15s 


Porthcawl 
under-12s start 
season well 


THE elements were 
against Pencoed as 
they travelled to 
Nantyfyllon on tbe 
weekend for tbeir 
first Ospreys Cup 
match. 

Despite the rain, 
Lewis Brennan was able 
to score the first try of 
the day, followed by a 
conversion from Alex 
King. 

Ellis Griffiths got 
Pencoed’s second try, 
followed by a penalty for 
Nantyfyllon, which 
ended the first half. 

After a pep talk, new 
boy Cole Lewis scored 
his first try for Pencoed, 


followed by a try for 
Nantyfyllon, and then to 
end the game, there was 
a second try for Ellis 
Griffiths. 

The final score was 22 
- 8 to Pencoed. 

The squad was: Scott 
Ewing, Jac Briggs, 
Jayke Broker, Josh 
Maunder, Morgan 
Jejferies, Aled Bargery, 
Lloyd Webb, Lewis 
Brennan, Alex King, 
Jordan Fox, Jonny 
Clatworthy, Liam 

Bowen, Eliis Grijfiths, 
Kristan Morgan, Rhys 
Brownsell, Owain 
Clarke, Cole Lewis and 
Jacob Charles. 

JM 


PORTHCAWL 
under-12s season 
has started 

extremely well, with 
wins at home 
against Bridgend 
Sports (36-5) and 
Abercynon (26-0). 

The boys followed 
these fantastic results 
with another home win 
against neighbours 
Kenfig Hill by 54 points 
to nil, and more recently 
notched a narrow win at 
local rivals Bridgend 
Athletic by 12-7. 

Porthcawl's next 
match is away to 
Camarthen Quins on 
October 2. 


This proved to be a 
tough game last season, 
so the boys will have to 
be at their best to prove 
that west is not neces¬ 
sarily best! 

Porthcawl are still 
looking to strengthen 
their squad by recruiting 
a few more forwards. 

If you would like to 
be part of this successful 
team and enjoy playing 
in the pack, please get in 
touch with one of the 
coaches; contact details 
can be found on our 
website at porthcawlr- 
fc.com. 

IB 



PHOTOGRAPHS by 
PETER GILLING 


on he caught the ball, 
sidestepped his way 
through the defence to 
score under the posts 
and then converted his 
try. 

Sheppard then scored 
another penalty for the 
home side, while Rhodri 
Clark scored his second 
try for Kenfig Hill, 
going over from a ruck 
on the Quins line. 

The Quins then 
played hide the ball 
rugby, which Kenfig 
Hill easily defended, and 
in a rare moment they 
spun the ball out and 
back Chris Jones 
crossed in the corner to 
give a final score of 
Kenfig Hill 32, 
Aberavon Quins 22. 

Second row Jon 
Thomas was named as 
the Kenfig Hill man of 
the match, with another 
good performance by 
Raymond Evans. 

Full back Matthew 
Tossell gave a fine all 
round display until he 
went off injured, while 
the pack was superb 
against a team who are 
renowned for their for¬ 
ward play, and once 
again the Mules gave a 
top-class display defen¬ 
sively. 

KENFIG HILL 
2NDs 36 
TONDU 2NDs 12 

The Mules second 
string returned to win¬ 
ning ways with a 
emphatic win over 
local rivals Tondu at 
Croft Goch. 

The Mules scored 
first, following some 
crisp handling along 


their potent back line, 
with full back Lewis 
Morgan crossing in the 
corner. 

Tondu replied almost 
immediately with a 
well-deserved try from a 
fivemetre scrum. This 
was converted to put 
them in the lead at 7 - 5. 

From that point the 
Mules took control and 
further first half tries 
were scored by hard 
working No 8 Lloyd 
Smith, followed by a 
second from Lewis 
Morgan. 

The Mules continued 
to dominate the game in 
the second half and tries 
were scored by centre 
Shaun Burnell (two) and 
winger Deke Morse. 

However, Tondu 
never gave up the ghost 
and scored a deserved 
second try with the last 
move of the game. 

There were a number 
of standout performanc¬ 
es from the Mules, with 
outside half Owen 
Davies leading the line 
expertly in both attack 
and defence, ably assist¬ 
ed by centres Burnell 
and Mark Fitzgerald. 

However it was the 
Mules back row that 
stood out, with tireless 
work from flanker 
Gareth Downs, No 8 
Lloyd Smith and man of 
the match Dai Dent. 

Congratulations also 
to today's referee Nigel 
Woodward of 

Brynamman whose atti¬ 
tude and control ensured 
that both teams were 
able to play attractive 
running rugby. 

GO’S 


Glut of goals for 
Pencoed under-14s 


PENCOED under- 
14s put Caerau 
under pressure 
from the start, and a 
pass from Dylan 
Barrett to Ben 
Clarke saw Pencoed 
go one up after five 
minutes. 

A minute later, Ben 
grabbed his second after 
heading in a cross from 
Alex Howland, who went 
on to score the third. 

Mason Roach got the 
fourth as the ball 
rebounded from the right 
hand post into the back of 
the net. 

A good cross from 
Tom Miller gave Alex 
Howland the chance to 
make it five, and Lewis 
Butler was next to score, 
and he soon followed 
that with his second, after 
a clever flick-on by 
Jordan Burrows. 

Alex Howland scored 


next, for his hat-trick, 
and half-time came with 
the score 9-0. 

It was more of the 
same in the second half, 
and Mason Roach was 
first to score, getting 
another soon after for his 
hat-trick. 

Jordan Burrows then 
stepped up, scoring the 
next two goals, before 
Lewis Butler completed 
his hat-trick. 

Tom Miller was next 
to find the back of the 
net, before Jordan 
Burrows made a fine run 
for his hat-trick. 

Caerau continued to 
battle, but Pencoed were 
proving too strong. 
There were another 
another couple of goals 
each for Mason Roach 
and Lewis Butler, before 
Evan Price scored the 
final goal of the game. 

EJ/SG 


ABOVE: Raymond Evans gliding 
through the opposition. 



Prop Gavin Jenkins on a charge. 


Rhys is player 
of the month 



ABOVE: Wayne Griffiths presents 
Rhys Ward with the award. 
BRIDGEND Athletic RFC’s new presi¬ 
dent, Wayne Griffiths, presented the 
Nathaniel Car Sales player of September 
award to full back/winger Rhys Ward 
Jones. 

Rhys is the leading try scorer for the Athletic with 
five touchdowns so far this season, and has turned in 
consistently high quality performances, as well as 
being exemplary in training sessions. 

Wayne is promising a long term association with 
his company and the Athletic, with many positive 
potential rewards for BARFC club members; 
Nathaniel Cars sponsored the exciting Narbeth fix¬ 
ture at the weekend. 

AB 


Athletic seconds 
show off their 
young talent 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic Second XV 
made it three suc¬ 
cessive victories 
with a 37-10 win 
away against their 
Blackwood coun¬ 
terparts. 

Outside half Tom 
Parry had a match haul 
of 22 points with a try, 
four conversions and 
three penalties to give 
him 51 points in three 
starts. 

Nick Hinton, Johnny 
Jones and Harry 
Griffiths also crossed 


the whitewash. It was 
the first tries of the sea¬ 
son for all four players. 

In the pack, three 
youngsters under 20 
years of age. John 
Mustoe, Harry Griffiths 
and Lee Murphy played 
extremely well, while 
Johnny Jones, usually a 
flanker but playing at 
centre, was the pick of 
the backs. 

This Saturday 

October 1, along with 
the First XV, the club 
travel to take on the stu¬ 
dents at UWIC in a 
National league fixture. 

AB 




































28 - THE GEM 


www,barry-today,co,uk • Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, September 29th, 2011 



uoi 


\TyoM 

RSI 

Call a p 
From OI 

professional 
Mr A-Z list 






E 


Fr«tt Slqr4 box 


Sign up to Sky TV vv th Uc 
FREE Standard lf>bt L!HcjttC! 

• Slif ♦ NO 8y«4«mo FACE • No NO Sob» c f<p N ow 

• EJUOTNiO Wkf c i ionor optrodlnii to Sby ♦ Cl MlOO 

• met Sky • NO box for osiotlnf mm4 now c—two»o ti 
Ihoir Orot Sky • NO pnckii 90 

IQQnSISQgQ N.i.ijiii!im.!.iii^ 

VSBBSSV 

FKEE ESTIMATES • SAME DAY SERVICE 

/ Domovife S ComwofcUi \ 

/ Oocoonto Fof Otpo 
✓ 14 H«or T Oi»yO O«rwo« 

/ 12 Month OMOr«filot 
/ OgtiN SwtlotKi^w 8po«iNtkN 
/ sot Appfoood tntioioro 



X' 


It fwr Aartal Imtillti—? 

ConfocNraiion oi Aortal kiartallw* 
CofOflod7 
Pellco ChoekMl? 

Uxlnp Indutlrir Oa n ch w ixrk Aortal*. 
Ca bipi and Accoaoodao? 

INIVtSlINMEI 


3f°2 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 > 


CALL PAUL 
WILLIAMS 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


di Moaanlod Inalollartion Spwdollala • vtaal our 

vifww.onevlsionltd.co.uk 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

• Blinds 

•Shucters 

•Awniiygs f solar 

'Canopies bUndS 


SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


Barry Aerials 




Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
Reception Fixed 

• GAP Discounts 

11^ * Additionai TV Points 

• Digitai Aeriai Instaiiations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Instaiiations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 





TGn© D 

^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ GAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

vvvvw.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


TVWALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS J 



Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 
E st. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


OearJpotjA 

(^himmy^cep \ ' 

All types of 
flues and 
chimneys cleaned 

Efificient, reliable, no mess. 

07890 857238 

clearsootchimney 

sweep@gmail.com 


.©[iiaQtdamg] §©c?wa©(^ 



BARRY & VALE 
Damp & Timber Treatment 

(Sovereign Contractor) 

BltiBilMliiig ia 


WALL TIES - TANKING 
CONDENSATION CONTROL 
07970 642537 or 01446 420784 


Q. 9 9 

PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 


* 30 years experience 

* Disabled Conversions 

* Render/Pebble Dash 

* Loft Conversions 

* Flat Roofs 

* Garage Conversions 


• Conservatories 

• Painting/Decorating 
» Kitchens/Bathrooms 

» PVC Doors/Windows 

• Decking/driveways 

• DpC Work 


Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax; 01446 743706 Mobile; 07885 537087 


CONSTRUCTION 
Gary Richards 

• New Build 

• Extensions 

• Renovations 
7:01443776616 
M: 07815 730480 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Gonservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 



VALE BLINDS(wa.es)L.d 

SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 
Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


RELIABLE 

CARPENTER 

40 years experience. 
Carpentry, General Building, 
Repairs and Improvements. 

No job too small. 
Free estimates. 

01446 751966 


VfILE CARPETS 

tdat comej. ta (pace 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


4^aor]0cog] 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 IBQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


The G\ 

Reaching the people 
from Penarth to Porthcawl 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 


01446 737695 
07930 157952 


Complete Carpet 
& Upholstery 
Cleaning Specialist 
- 3 rooms for 2 Offer 

Leather Clean and Protect 
Domestic & Commercial 
Cleaning and Maintenance 
End of Tenancy 
Carpet Fitting 

07811 395145 




HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

' Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 
' Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel; 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 
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ID.GULLIVER' 


STADRE 


niNTERNAn^BaERN^ 

I •QUALITYWORK I 

I • COMPETITIVE RATES I 

I » FREE QUOTATIONS | 


07791 752532 
01656 728157 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


9 All Internal & External Work 
§ No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07914 056255 


JOHN 

CLISSETT 

PAINTING & 
DECORATING 

All Work 
Guaranteed 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01446 750625 



"(SSlCP(il©DLl ©©DPWS©©© 


m PAINTING & 
DECORATING 
SERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. 
Gutters Cleaned. 

Free Quotes. 
Clean tidy worker. 
All insurance work 
undertaken. 
FULLY INSURED 
01446 772702 
07505 979078 
Weekend calls welcome 
www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
IVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic and 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering CommerciaC 

01446 771137 ^ & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 



Garden & 
Landscaping Services 




APPROVED MARSHALLS & NATURAL PAVING, DRIVEWAY AND PATIO INSTALLERS 


li 






Approved 
Landscape 
Contractors 
& Driveway 
Installers 


dnvew^s • Fatins & mih 
ids & water features 
CHS • Desipi Service • Trie tetny 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references and portfolio available 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 




MPN Windows, your local Network 
VEKA member Is recommended by 
Steve Davis o% finance ^ , 


Bevelled Front Doors £499 

IF ORDERED IN SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER 
Window AND Door Repair Service 
Available 7 Days 
6 Windows Fitted from £1,495 
Doors Fitted From £450 
French Doors from £795 
Conservatories from £3495 
Garage Conversions from £4500 



• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges 
Trimmed, Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridce (fs 

VUB V 

Tree Services' 

Spe 
jelDt 


HE JflBR 

Horttoifciral 

Tel; 01446 775602 Fax; 01446 773476 
www.riverlea. co. uk 

IS)Husqvarna 


A ' 21. MMfi 


Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Ashdown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 




jConiulHe Ganitii .Swim! 

‘ hfM.1NLi*t)H MSC • mas hrl IFI>. MhlKifck 

lAvtvs • WHI s. ••ths vsd Knew 

01446 4I942H 
07765 611753 




B l-'i If V 1 

1 w 

^ BIG NEWS - New Cardiff^ 
^Showroom opening in OCTOBER^ 

1 FREE BLINDS - FREETV’S - FREE PLAYSTATIONS | 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

Tel: 01446 439212 • 01656 648464 
www.mpnwindows • E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Showroom at: lOa Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9ani to 9pm 7 days a week 


Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 



Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 
Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reliable Service 

01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 


302870 





R^FIT 

(Established Family Business) 

I Double 1 
1 Glazing | 

sSi^tsQ Alarms 1 

Why renew when you can repair! 
Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 





GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


01446 402620 
07900 410306 

• Plastering • Coving 

• Artexing • Painting 

www.multi-finish.co.uk 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

— ” 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 

W Combination Boiler Specialist 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


Cowbridge & Vale I'll lO Plastering 

PLASTERERS I l/ilServices 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


LAING 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

^ Domestic 

1 ■_! Installer 

1 1 ScKeme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefreU@hotmail.co.uk 




TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


ndrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 
Free Quotations 

- Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

email: aaelectricall @ hotmail.co.uk 


^ Lewis & Lewis 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed 

Tel: 01446 771398 
Mob: 07966 265912 y4ate 
k 07966 035781 is: 





All Plumbing, Heating & Gas Services 

Servicing 

302 y 

Combi Boiler Installation 
and Repair Specialist 

» & landlord certified boiler changes & upgrades 
Gas Cookers and Fires Fitted 
Leaking/Burst Pipes 

Tel. 02920 881358 

Mob. 07794 335053 


INSTAU^ 

ELECTR|0fL^ 

• All electrical work undertaken 
•Testing & Inspection 

• Fault Finding • Installations 

• Maintainance • Repairs 

^ Limited Offer: Fuse Board 

Replacement - £349 inc 




01446 421072 
07816 091425 


NiAPtT 


mm 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 




S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 
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J P EI5WA.ROS 

RI.UMaiMC a 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


790127 07719 005520 

t»*o cjma *msu 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured^ 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446740176 * 07876506982 


JX'fiumPintf 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

jJOMiV 


Celtic Plumbing 

Heating & Gas Services 
Boiler installation - 
service and repairs. 

Landlord safety checks. 

Full bathroom installation/ 

01656 729952 
07866133991 Im 



Power 
^^Flush 
Specialist 


Give your Central 
Heating System a 
new lease of life 


Competitive Prices 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


o 

01446 

774484 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
V’RS & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


i[f*wO(^ 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


)©GP27a(; 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofint .co.uk 



1^ a 



Jtirfarli^ioventDDfii^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead FabricationsA/Velding 
EST. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co. 

f 



Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 



Abacus 


Your local skip hire company 

£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


100% Wood/Stone/Soil 


2 yard £79 

3 yard £89 

4 yard £99 

6 yard £119 

8 yard £149 

14 yard £189 

Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 




1 J 


Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

and friendly service 07§54 168459 


Artisan 


TILING SERVICE 

30 Years Experience 
Free Quotes - OAP Discounts 

07838 834864 



Many of our advertisers have 
used The GEM for years.This 
speaks volumes. Some are 
lucky enough to have a great 
response by placing just one 
advert, but series advertising 
reaps regular business... 

"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT" 

Call now — 01446 774484 


plant 

hire 

LTD 


Wendy 


\P 


Plumbing 
& Heating 

testimonial 


1 have been advertising with The Gem 
for many y^^/^ern to'^any tradesperson 
1 Tp" me||u3iness in the Vale. 

1 "7616 097994 


\57§iDQii©(il 


INSTAjfi 

SKIP HIRE LTJ^ ^ 

Mini, Midi & Large Buiiders Skips 

Delivered and Collected 
4^ Discount ONLY on hardcore skips 4^ 
WASTE COLLECTIONS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading 
Estate, Barry, CF63 3RF 

■ =9 Tei: 01446 421072 BS 



All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 




8 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.99 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Instructor training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


O 

j _ L. ■ 

Reaching 
the people 
from 
Penarth 
to Porthcawl 


BEST CfISH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRRP 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc... 

Minimum of £130 to £2,500 for vehicles 

07772 054534 


DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT 
FROM YOUR HOME OR 
WORKPLACE, FLEXIBLE 
COLLECTION TIMES. 


CK CARS 


All MOT failures 
from £150 to £1000 


Cash on collection 


07855 636509 
02921 404753 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


VEHICLE RECYCLING SERVICES 

MoT FAILURES - WRITE OFFS - SCRAP VEHICLES 

Cash on Collection 
Certificate of Destruction 
issued via DVLA link 
Registered with Environmental Agency 
Open Monday - Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm 
Saturday 8.00am - 12.30pm 

Mobile: 07582 947835 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


l[BGi®a(d[£)aQii(a) 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


£140 minimum up to £20,000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle , 
basis with factory components. 

Mobile weigh & pay for ^ metals: 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Stainless etc. Heavy iron, 
batteries & catalytic converters. 

No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 



VEHICLE RECYCLING^ 

& SCRAP METALS 
We buy any; 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 
MINIMUM £165 UP TO 
£20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: insurance or 3rd party 
writeo ffs • Car shells • Engines & gearboxes 

Call US today on 

01446 701707 (24 Hr) 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk I 08453 047117/07785 943145 
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Personal Assistant Wanted 

Friendly lady with M.E., living with her 
children in Llantwit Major, require a respectful, 
reliable PA to assist with various tasks such as 
cooking family meals, ironing, cleaning, 
shopping and taking to hospital appointments. 

5 hours per week available to start, 
possibility of more, days/times flexible 
and to be negotiated. £7.50 per hour. 

Tel: Dewis CIL on 01443 408418 

Quote ref: VOGlll. Charity no. 1098229. 


The Cowbridge & Western Vale Group Practice 

Medical Receptionist 

Part time flexible worker required for unspecified hours. 
A smart appearance and excellent communication 
skills essential. 

Please apply in writing to: 

Mrs Patrical Hold, Cowbridge Health Centre 
The Broad Shoard, Cowbridge CF71 7DA 

Closing date for applications Friday, October 14. 


%G? ©$ 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 Inc. 
VAT - box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer simply 
either send in your description 
along with a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or tele¬ 
phone us with your wording by 
12 noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land line 
telephone number. You may 
alter your advert as items are 
sold. Sorry no refunds are 
given. 


THE BUSH INN 

St. Hilary requires 

Full Time 

KITCHEN 

PORTER 

Please apply with CV to 

bushinn @ btinternet.com 
or Tel: 01446 776888 

Fontygary Inn" 

Rhoose - Requires: 
Experienced Kitchen 
& Bar Staff 
& Part Time Cleaner. 

(Must be available for 
Weekends) 

Please ring: 

07881784779 or email: 

J«rryfontygaryinn@yah^^ 


New Bush 
Washing 
Machine 

£150 

01656 890489 


Landxcape 
Electric Hedge 
Trimmer 

24” blade, almost new 

£25 

0777 8814840 


CARE 

WORKERS 

REQUIRED 

Covering Dinas 
Powys, Penarth 
& Llandough. 
Own car essential. 
Previous 
experience 
preferred. 
£6.25ph. 

(Must be CRB checked) 

Contact: 01446731281 


3’ Pine Dresser - £60 
3’Wardrobe Pine - £30 
Single bed & Mattress 
Pine - £40 

Pull down desk - £20 


01446 795163 


French Tuition 

Experienced teacher 
(native speaker) 
Suitable for GCSE, 

A-Level, Conversational & Business 

Llangan nr. Cowbridge 

01656 862689 



New Florentine 
Mattress Gold 135, for 
double bed, in polythene 
£150. New Leather 
Double Bed Frame with 
New Florentine Mattress 
135 in polythene £300. 

01656 890489 

(39/40) 


Solid Light 
Oak Folding 
Business Desk 

Excellent condition, 
£150. 

07871 188533 


Mahogany Dining 
Table & 6 Chairs. 

VGC, matching dress¬ 
er with cupboard 
space and shelving. 
£150 one 

07713 634264 


Kiln Dried 
Firewood 

“Winter is coming” 

£20 per builders 
bulk bag 

£5 refundable bag deposit 

Delivery within 10-12 miles radius 
if 3 bags or more for £15 charge 

Brynmenyn 
01656 721700 


VICTORIA 

Mercedes Patuto 

10th Birthday • 

4 October 2011 



Trisha Pippin 

29.6.49 - 24.9.11 

Trisha died after an illness borne with enormous 
dignity and courage. She will be greatly missed by 
her husband, Phillip, sons Carwyn and Alun, her 
grandchildren and all her family. 

Funeral service to be held on Wednesday, October 
5th, 2011, 2.15pm at Coychurch Crematorium. 
No flowers. Donations may be made to a 
Cancer charity of your choice. 


Happy 18th 
Birthday 

BETHAN 

GRIFFITHS 

on 29 September 2011 




To our 
wonderful 
daughter 

Lots of love 
Mum;, Dad 
and all the 
family xxx 




Congratulations 
Nathan & Hannah 
(FRANCIS) 

on the birth of beautiful 

Eloise Bronwen 

on 17th September 2011 

A little sister for Libby! 

With much love from 
Mum and Dad, Tristan, Ning and Vincent 
Aaron and Julia, Jotham and Helene 
and Grandparents Faith and Glyn 





W A. Brown & Son 


Fuiic««l Oirreliin 


CivuioctmMIv J I kvan a * tiurs a irmit 
' Kincctf pirn* * Mc«<rnJ nwono 



lUnriMt Ma|or 01^46 7924H9 


o 


INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


HIGGINS 

Mary 

Peacefully on September 23rd at Milsom House, 

St Athan. Mary, formerly of Rhoose, who will be sadly 
missed by all her family and friends. Resting at the 
Private Funeral Home of W James and Sons, Fonmon. 

Funeral Thursday October 6, service 1.45pm at 
St Peter’s Church, Rhoose, followed by cremation at 
The Vale of Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry at 3.00pm. 

Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home, 
or donation to Marie Curie Cancer Care 
c/oJW James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


Mervyn Williams 

1928-2011 

Previously of the Pentre, Rhondda, died at home 
in Llantwit Major on Saturday August 27, 2011. 

He leaves behind his loving wife of 60 years, Eileen. 

He was father to Gareth, Stephen, Keith and Marian, 
with daughters-in-law Audrey and Ann, and also son-in-law 
Christopher. He was a grandfather and great-grandfather. 

A private family funeral was held on September 6, 2011. 

If desired, donations in memory of Mervyn would be welcome 
to Uamau, via the funeral directors, W A Brown and Son 
of Uantwit Major. 

Uamau is a charity which provides help to 16 to 25-year-old sin¬ 
gle and homeless youths in Wales. 




2004 

Fiat Puno 
Active 

Red, MoT May 2012, Tax 
Dec 2011 , Very Reliable. 

£1,395 ono 
Tel: 01446 710404 
07548 392539 


56 Plate 

Peugeot 307 

HDiS 1.6 Diesel 

5 Dr, 36k, 6 months 
tax, 4 months MOT, 
VGC. 

£4,250 ono 
Tel: 01446 678368 


-50D3- 

Toyota Corolla 

5-dr Hatchback 

1.4 petrol, bronze 
colour, 42k miles. 

£2,500 ono 
Tel. 01656 880361 


T Reg Super 
Black Bird 

Full service history, MOT 
March 2012, no tax, 
19,000 miles. Bargain. 

£2,500 ono 
Tel: 07842 539034 


2002 

PEUGEOT 

206 

MOT til May 2012, 
taxed til March 2012. 

£900 ono 
Tel: 07971 596085 




2004 

BMW Z4 2.5i 
SE Roadster 



2 Dr, manual, petrol, Jan 53 
Reg, only 23,000 miles. Two 
owners and full service his¬ 
tory, metallic silver and red 
leather upholstery. MOT and 
Tax to 30 Nov. 

£8,950 ono 
Tel: 07977 422189 


TOriril 

3Bed ^ 
Property 
Cadoxton 

Bond & references. 

For information call 

07788 

455656 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 


TO LET 

BARRY 

ISLAND 

Luxury one bed 
apartment £405. 

Luxury two 
bedroom loft style 
apartment £505 

Both within easy 
access of beach and 
parks. Sea views. Fully 
furnished, secure parking. 
Entry phone system. 
Bond & references 
required. 

No DSS-Over 26 only 

Tel: 07912 138342 


News in brief 


NOW ELIN 
(10) IS ON 
THE RADIO! 



LEFT: 

Elin Alexander 
from Penarth, 
who recently 
recorded a radio 
advert voiceover 
for a children’s 
charity and is 
also set for an 
appearance in 
Casualty’. 


ELIN Alexander 
(aged 10) from 
Penarth, has 

recently recorded a 
radio advert voice¬ 
over for a children’s 
charity. 

She landed the job 
after a telephone audi¬ 
tion with the casting 
director, and also filmed 
an episode of ‘Casualty 
’earlier this year. 

Elin has also been 
selected as part of the 
choir for the touring pro¬ 
duction of Joseph and 
his Technicolor 

Dreamcoat in The New 
Theatre, Cardiff. She 


will be performing in a 
two-week run of the 
show, singing on stage 
for the whole show. 

She said: “I am so 
excited to be involved in 
the show as it it one of 
my favourite musicals. I 
watch the TV show Any 
Dream Will Do and 
Keith Jack was definite¬ 
ly one of my favourites, 
so I am really looking 
forward to meeting 
him.” 

The Mark Jermin 
Stage School in Penarth 
is looking for more chil¬ 
dren to be involved in 
the show; telephone 
01792 458855. 


Grant to help 
Penarth Pavilion 

THE Welsh Government has awarded 
£300,000 towards the restoration and refur¬ 
bishment of the Penarth pier pavilion. 

A total of 15 organisations across Wales will 
share over £2.58 million of funding for projects 
aimed at regenerating the local area. 

Assembly minister Carl Sargeant said: “These 
grants are not simply about improving buildings. 
Local clubs and centres can be the hub of the com¬ 
munity where people, young and old, get together 
and enjoy social activities.” 


USA branch 
meets at Sully 


THE University of 
the Third Age 
(U3A) - an organi¬ 
sation dedicated to 
providing learning 
for people who are 
no longer working 
full-time, has 
arrived in Sully. 

“At the recent inau¬ 
gural meeting, held in 
the Old School at Sully, 
over 100 people applied 
for membership, and 
this is just the start,” 


said Ian Mathias, the 
initial driving force 
behind the Sully branch. 

The first full meeting 
of Sully U3A will be 
held on Thursday, 
October 13, at 2pm in 
the Old School, Sully. 
All members and poten¬ 
tial members welcome. 

For further informa¬ 
tion contact: 07828 
154701 or 07720 
257686, 

membership @ sullyuSa. c 
o.uk 


Barry table sale 
for Eisteddfod 


A TABLE-TOP sale 
and coffee morning 
will be held on 
Saturday, October 
1, in the Welsh 
chapel on King’s 
Square, Barry, from 
I0.30am-2.30pm. 

This is a general event, 
welcome to all: a chance 
to rest your legs while 
shopping, have a chat 
with friends and browse 
some of the high quality 


items at bargain prices 
that people have brought 
along. 

If you want to sell 
unwanted items, you can 
book a table for £5: 
please contact Heulwen 
Cooper on 01446 
733784 to book one now. 

Table hire will go 
towards the National 
Eisteddfod, which is 
being held in the Vale of 
Glamorgan in 2012. TP 
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If your veliide is Still under a manufacti^ 
prairide a FREE (fagiKStic & appraisal servk^ 

hi Nlli/Of leNcle arv) kt£) 

INDCPCNDENT hi wHeiacinittlalJiy 
iutli]9pJcnthrii#ick\huant«ntlvli»4paiBrfQoyQifMir^ 
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leght |Mai ^ XXRiit Mitte to 
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PwiKNm prtMite cMkatEd whicle arri reiBirs tv wfite from the 1^^ 

Einpean vtftlp nonufaaure^ 

Our staff haw ^PK6II9 tiaHng and Ucife from iMiMng in malt dtialer (tan^ 

Mercedes Aul and Saab. Penncweo Is cMcaled to erEurtrq ihal our aaff hne irattgcne 
and conilnw to i««iw exwniw, lo to dat» tniinlig so tb» iw can mw wr haw ^ 
aonte and e9(perten]o to gA u> lie bimn of yor whde pnifenB aocuraiely and 


o 
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UQgyT^ 


landlaMcal Idamalianaslhe dealer, you vmrft find UKaUKyhanir 
oltiAgaraie h S(Mh WAes, Wecan (to eve^bg tha dealer doe (is some, adt as 
Enixdtog new (Tiocl^e^ Key pragrarnmiii ECU ifipaH, Engine tilling anda 

lot more. 

WO aie not a iad( of all trades: we donft (to car sale or boti repaK we ae puehr and sotoly 
dedkated to netoontog whm to tie high 9>a:lteitton the ntonuBOhrer MenM so that 
you gel Ihe bea out of ytxr whkie. We dent out comers and we (tont haw an expertoue 
mato road shcMwoom to fUto and whia oto-workshito (sni a gtossy slKwtoom kS iiiy 
equktoed and very deaa The sarintp we paes cri to you aren’t (torwed from dotoo a second 
rate jito or by ustog low quaty parts or ois. 

(feallto b patantoumand wtwitott^you coniiletopeace of n*it otosoto(to|Kthe bto 
praiae bettor itan mato dsler serMoe lewis at hdepentoni prtoe so that you can rely on IS 
andcomebadt y«r after year. 

If yor car b onfya lew yearsoU and intor warrany, sspectaftsts we can servtae your carlo 
etealy toe same stomtordictMradiomanato the wanany and well glue youaemy of the 
serWeschedtoe wlh toe lechnctan&coitinenis vprow k. If under waranty we wflghe 
you an apprabal totakeio toe dealer, enating toa anytoitgtoats wrong gets resolwdbHcre 
toe w a rr aiy ta ipte . Your setvtoeboitowii be songed andyew wlmateain your wWtte 
serwoe hbuy ensuring Ihe bea possMe leaie wlue & avgotoy reftabtogr. 

we pRNtde a Free Coutesy car, Colealon or Drop Off for ai customer^ nto when 

bottoing. Every serrfcelnciudesaireedalwtiastostic and aroon top III. 
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Merx»des 

Mw 

Jaguar 



Euro Specialists 


Servicing 
Diagnostics 
ECU Repairs 
MOTTesting 
DPF Problems 
Brakes &ABS 
Transmission Servicing 
Air-Con Repairs 
Engine &Mechanicai 
Keys & Key Repairs 
Warranty Claims 
Main Dealer Staff 
Free Courte^ Car 

Permoveo 

Euro Specialists 
5 Woodiam Road 
Bany Docks 
CRi34JE 

06000337807 

vwww4)eiTTioueo.ltdjjk 
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vanhire.co.uk 


• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 
Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota, VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Caraveles,TransitTourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available /‘ 

• Full European Use ^ - ^ 

(special conditions 
apply) 

• Book Online 

hire@wicl<Yanhire.co.uk 





OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 


Barry Ladies RFC 
show promise at 
start of the season 


ON what threat¬ 
ened to be a 
washout Sunday, 
Barry Ladies RFC 
‘The Bombettes’ 
turned out on the 
home pitch to play 
their first league 
match of the sea¬ 
son. 

Facing Gwernyfed, a 
relegated side from the 
league above and with a 
wealth of experience, 
the Bombettes opted for 
contested scrums, and 


with both sides only 
having 15 players and 
no subs, it promised to 
be a battle from the off. 

The first 20 minutes 
saw Gwernyfed fighting 
to get out of their own 
half despite having the 
slope to their advantage. 
Eventually their experi¬ 
ence told and they man¬ 
aged to gain some 
ground and score a try. 

Further pressure saw 
Gwernyfed score a con¬ 
verted try close to the 
half-time whistle. 

The Bombettes were 


Tim’s success 

ABERTHIN trainer Tim Vaughan landed the 
novices’ handicap chase at Plumpton last Sunday, 
with his five-year-old bay gelding, Tae Kwon Do, 
which romped home a nine lengths winner from 
Clu Agus Cail. Tae Kwon Do. 

Winning for the third time, it was ridden by 3lb- 
claiming jockey RJ Killoran and was returned at 
odds of 11-2. Brian Lee 


Main Street Motors 

(Established 40 years) 

All aspects of work carried out including: 

* MoT Work • Complete 12,000 mile servicing 
(including engine diagnostic check) from £85 
• Engine Machining 
Clutches - Timing Belts - Welding 

AH work carried out by fully qualified technicians 
at competitive rates and fully guaranteed 

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY 

Call 01446 743777 


undeterred and started 
the second half briskly. 

Despite plenty of 
endeavour, Gwernyfed 
showed their experience 
by creating and finish¬ 
ing off three overlaps to 
make the final score 29- 
0. The Bombettes had 
dominated the line outs 
and competed strongly 
in the scrums. For their 
first game, they played 
very well and deserve 
acclaim. 

Players of the match: 
The Bombettes chose 
Kim Jones and 
Gwernyfed chose 
Rebecca Boffy. 

The team would like 
to thank Ray and Sam 
for their excellent 
coaching to date and 



Andy and Nigel for 
their assistance. 

Special thanks go to 
Rebecca Boffy for the 
after match meal, to 
Hopkins, the butchers, 
and Jackie’s grocers for 
the supplies and Carol 
in the club for her hos¬ 
pitality. 

Any ladies interested 
in playing rugby, 
regardless of experi¬ 


ence, would be more 
than welcome at Barry 
RFC. The club can be 
contacted at www.bar- 
ry ladie srfc @ hotmail. co. 
uk. 


ABOVE: 
Action from the 
lineout as Barry 
ladies took on 
Gwernyfed. 


Ladies end the 
season on high 


BARRY Plastics ladies 
section ended the sea¬ 
son on a high in the 
afternoon ladies’ 
league, winning a 
close game against 
Cardiff BC. 

The ladies’ double 
rink competition was 
won by Millwood BC. 
The game was played at 
Barry Plastics, where the 
presentation took place 
with representation from 
each club playing in that 
competition. 


The evening league 
ladies had a good run, 
winning their section, 
but failed at the final 
hurdle losing to Cardiff 
and Macintosh. 

The outright winners 
were Bridgend ladies 
who put on a good show, 
the runners-up were 
Cardiff ladies. Well 
done to the girls who 
represented the club in 
both the Welsh and 
Glamorgan competitions. 

MD 


Lucy’s gold joy! 

RECENTLY, in north Wales, Lucy Taylor 
(age 16) from Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive School, represented south 
Wales in the Welsh inter-regional champi¬ 
onships. 

She won gold in the long jump with a personal 
best of five metres. 


COWBRItXSE CAR BUYER 

WTU Bay Aay Car« 

I Livkli' Im-< 

<>r •rllinc 
li)fi paid 

MYLES BROWNING 
07769506517 
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Millar<s> 




Breat Selectioa • Top Quality • BestPrlcas • Special Baals 





Full cream leather, alloys, 
climate, black 

08 08VM.V0S401.8S4-dr ] 


£5,995 



11 11 KA 1.2 Zetec 

alloys air con pantha black 

£7995 

10 60 KA 1.2 Zetec 

white, under 500 miles . 

08 08 KA 1.3 Style 

colour coded, pantha black. 

05 56 KA 1.6 Sport SE leather air con. 

.£7995 

.£3495 

.£2695 

KUGA 

11 11 KUGA 2.0TDCi140ps Zetec 

appearance pack, bluetooth. 

.£17995 

FIESTA 

11 61 FIESTA 1.25 Zetec 

3-dr, bluethooth, frozen white. 

.£9995 


11 11 FOCUS 1, 

pack. 

09 59 FOCUS 1, 
09 09 FOCUS 1, 
09 58 FOCUS 1, 
08 58 FOCUS 1, 
08 08 FOCUS 1, 
08 58 FOCUS 1, 

pantha. 

08 58 FOCUS 1, 
06 55 FOCUS 2, 

sea grey. 

05 55 FOCUS 2, 
05 55 FOCUS 1, 
05 55 FOCUS 1, 
moondust silver 
05 55 FOCUS 1, 
05 55 FOCUS 1, 
05 55 FOCUS 1, 
silver. 


TRANSIT 


08 08 TRANSIT Connect 1.8TDCI T200 


1111 FIESTA 1.4TDCi Titanium 5-dr, bluetooth, 

Sony CD.£11495 

1111 FIESTA 1.4Titanium 5-dr, bluetooth, 

Sony CD.£9995 

10 60 FIESTA 1.25 Edge 3-dr, silver 

del, miles choice .£8995 

1010 FIESTA 1.25 Zetec 5-dr, vision blue.£8495 

1010 FIESTA 1.25 Zetect 3-dr, ocean blue.£8195 

09 59 FIESTA 1.4 TDCi Zetec 5-dr, choice.£8495 

09 09 FIESTA 1.25 Zetec 3-dr, 

hot magenta.£7495 

09 09 FIESTA 1.25 83ps style 3-dr, silver .£6495 

08 08 FIESTA ST 500 full leather, 

pantha black.£6695 

08 08 FIESTA 1.4 Zetec 5-dr, pantha black.£5495 

07 57 FIESTA 1.25 Style Climate 3-dr, tonic .£4295 
06 06 FIESTA 1.4 GHIA 5-dr, full leather pantha£4495 


FUSION 


09 09 FUSION 1.4 Zetec air con, alloys.£6495 

06 56 FUSION 1.4 Zetec Climate tonic.£3995 


FOCUS 


.6 PS Zetec 5-dr, appearance 

.£14495 

.6 Zetec5-dr, vision blue .£6995 

.6 Zetec 5-dr,ocean blue.£6995 

.6 Zetec 5-dr,moondust .£6495 

.6 Style Estate, auto, silver.£6495 

.6 ZetecEstate, vision.£6495 

.6 Zetec Climate, 5-dr, 

.£5995 

.8 Zetec, 3-dr, pantha.£5995 

.0 Ghia, 5-dr,auto, 

.£4695 

.0 Ghia, 5-dr, silver.£4495 

.6 Ghia, 5-dr, silver.£4495 

.6 LX, 5-dr, 

.£3995 

.6 LX, 5-dr, sea grey.£3995 

.6 Zetect Climate, 5-dr, tonic ..£3995 
.6 Zetect Climate, 3-dr, 
.£2695 


C-MAX 


09 59 C-MAX 1.6 Zetec 5-dr, sea grey.£7995 

08 08 C-MAX 1.6 Zetec sports pack, chilli.£5995 


MONDEO 


10 60 MONDEO 1.8TDCi Sport 

5-dr, sat nav. White.£12495 

09 59 MONDEO 1.8 TDCi Titanium 

5-Dr, Pantha Black.£10695 

09 59 MONDEO 2.0TDCi Zetec 5-dr, 

sea grey.£10295 

09 09 MONDEO 2.0 TDCi Titanium X 

5-dr, sea grey.£11695 

09 58 MONDEO 2.0 Edge 5-Dr 

Alloys,pantha black.£7995 

08 08 MONDEO 2.0 ZETEC 5-dr, ink blue.£6995 

08 08 MONDEO 2.0 ZETEC 5-Dr Thunder.£6995 

07 07 MONDEO 2.0TDCi Ghia X 5-dr, 

pantha.£6495 


..£5195 +VAT 


OTHERS 


05 55 MERCEDES A150 Classic SE 5-Dr.£4495 

08 58 CITROEN Berlingo 1.6 VTR Multispace 

Arctic Steel.£6495 

08 08 CITROEN C41.6 VTR+ 5-dr, black.£5695 

07 57 CITROEN C3 1.4 SX 5-dr, 

Tuscan blue.£4995 

05 55 CITROEN C31.4 Desire 5-dr, 

onyx black.£3495 

05 05 CITROEN Picasso 1.6 Desire 

5-dr, blue.£2995 

04 54 VITROEN Picasso 1.6 Desire 

5-dr; blue.£2495 

08 08 DODGE Caliber 2.0 SXT Auto 5-dr, 

full leather.£5495 

09 59 FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 GP 3-dr. 

white, side skirts.£6695 

06 56 FIAT Sedici 1.6 Eleganza 4WD 

5-dr, grey.£5495 

05 55 HONDA CRV 2.2 CTDi SE 5-dr, 

6 speed, 4WD.£6995 

08 58 MAZDA 31.6Takara 5-dr, stormy bue ....£5995 

03 MAZDA 6 2.0 TDTS2 5-Dr. Silver.£2495 

08 58 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZC2 

Convertible.£6495 

08 57 NISSAN Note 1.6 Tekna Auto, 

half leather, black.£4995 

09 09 PEUGEOT 2071.6 Coupe CAB, Auto 

Aluminium silver.£7495 

1010 PEUGEOT 107 Urban 1.0 

5-dr, choice.£4995 

04 04 PEUGEOT 206 1.6S Coupe CAB.£3295 

01 51 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 LX 5-Dr A/C, silver....£1695 
08 08 RENAULT Kango 1.6 Expression Auto 

Cosmic grey.£4695 

07 57 RENAULT SCENIC 1.6 Dynamique 

R cnpprl PdiQQR 

06 56 RENAULT Clio i !2 Ex^ 

silver.£4495 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression 5-dr, 

alloys, cherry red.£2995 

04 04 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Expression 

5-dr, silver.£2695 

03 53 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5-Dr 

Pan roof, keyless entry, black.£1895 

08 58TOYOTA Yaris 1.3TR 5-dr, chilli red.£6495 

09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 

5-dr, star silver.£6695 

08 08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Exclusive 

7 seats.£5895 

08 57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-dr, 

air con.£4995 

07 57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Energy 

Air con, star silver.£4495 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-dr, auto, 

air con.£3995 

05 05 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Cabriolet 

Bertone Exclusive.£3995 

08 08 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 70ps Match 5-dr, 

cornflower blue.£5995 

08 57 VOLKSWAGEN Passat 2.0 140psTDI SE, 

Reflex silver.£8495 

07 07 VOLKSWAGEN Fox 1.4 75ps Urban 3-dr, dia¬ 
mond black.£3995 

08 58 VOLVO V70 2.4D Auto Estate 

Sat nav.£13995 

08 58 VOLVO V501.8 S Estate Silver.£7495 

08 08 VOLVO V501.8S Estate, titanium grey....£7695 

08 08 VOLVO S401.6S Saloon Grey.£8495 

08 08 VOLVO V50 2.0D SE Lux Estate, black, 

cream leather.£9995 

08 08 VOLVO V501.8S Estate, Silver.£7495 

08 08 VOLVO S40 1.6S 4-dr, Orinoco blue .£5995 

08 08 VOLVO S40 1.6S 4-dr, black.£5995 


0707VWFox1.0Ui1)an ] 


£3,995 



Elec windows, colour coded 
Diamond Black 


09 58 MONDEO 2.0 EDGE 5-DR ] 




£7,995 




y Alloys, air con, Pantha black. J 



0857NISSAHHote1.6TeknaAuto ] 


£4,995 



1010PEUGE0T107Urban1.15-(lr 1 


£4,495 



Elec windows, remote locking, 
zircon grey 



Visit €>ur websitG www.pwmillar.co.uk 


PORT ROAD EAST, BARRY CF62 9PZ 

Tel 01446 733248 


OPENWQ TIMES: 
SAT 9-5, SUN KUO^ 
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Peak Performance 


Highest Standards • Lowest Prices 


Servicing & Repair 
on aii makes promise 
(Without affecting 
manufacturers’ 
warranty) 

Engine Diagnostics 

Brakes, weiding, 
shock absorbers 
& timing beits 
changed 

Best Price MoT’s 

(Class 4 and 7) 

Air Con Service 

FREE 

Anti Freeze check 
for Gem readers 

Local Collection & Delivery 
Vale Business Park, Near Cowbridge 

01446 775775 


PART EXCHANGE TO CLEAR 


Special offers available on limitecl stock 

Cardiff Road Business Park, Cardiff Road, Barry CF63 2PQ 

Tel: 01446 700066 • 07919 076S89 

www.auto-pro.oo.uk 


FOR TOP QUALITY PERFORMANCE 

EVERYTIME! 


LAST” 

£36.47 

£33.88 

£35.34 

£45.48 

£44.74 

£54.16 

£54.04 

£46.86 

£55.48 

£47.60 

£68.42 

£50.17 

£52.63 

£45.16 

£56.38 

£91.80 

£64.10 

£93.58 

£58.68 

£105.88 

£98.28 

£65.70 

£146.62 

£69.23 


165 70 13T 
175 70 13T 
185 60 14H 
195 60 15H 
215 60 16H 
175 65 15T 
185 55 15V 
195 65 15H 
195 65 15H 
205 55 16V 
205 55 16V 
195 50 15V 
195 50 15V 
205 50 17W 
225 50 17V 
225 50 17W 
225 45 17W 
225 45 17W 
225 40 18W 
225 40 18W 
225 40 18Z 
235 40 18Y 
235 40 18W 


Nexen 

Pirelli 

Avon 

Nexen 

Capitol 

Dunlop 

Infinity 

Firestone 

Budget 

Dunlop 

Talon 

Bridgestone 

Event 

Budget 

Yokohama 

Capitol 

Dunlop 

Capitol 

Dunlop 

Avon 

Admiral 

Dunlop 

Talon 


me VAX, VALVE & BALANCE 

ONLY ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


54 04 NISSAN Almera 1.8 Auto. In 

metallic silver, 3-dr hatchback, 
remote central locking, e/w, a/c, fsh, 
parking sensors, 70k.£1,995 


53 (03) PEUGEOT 206 Look 
1360CC. Metallic blue, 5 door 
hatchback, a/c, radio/cd, remote 
central locking, 2 keys, fsh, 
80k. £2,195 


05 55 JAGUAR X-Type Saloon SD 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. Met grey, full main 

dealer service history, half leather, 40k.£5,395 

54 (04) SUBARU Impreza WRXTurbo in metallic grey.1994cc, 5-dr hatchback, a/c, 

alloy wheels, fsh, alarm, sports seats, 165bhp, 2 keys, 89k . £4,295 

06 06 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6 HDi LX 5-Dr MPV. In wicked red pearl, A/C, 
radio/CD, central locking, 2 keys, excellent fuel economy, FSH, 78k . .£3,895 

53 04 MITSUBISHI Carisma 1.9 TD di-d Elegance. In steel grey metallic, FSH, 

1 owner, leather interior, a/c, cruise control, towbar, 49k . £2,895 

04 04 CITROEN C2 1.1 lx 3-dr hatchback, remote central locking, alloy wheels, 

2 keys, taxed till June 2012, 68k .£2,595 

54 04 NISSAN Almera 1.8 Automatic in metallic silver, 3-dr hatchback, remote 

central locking, e/w, a/c, fsh, parking sensors, 70k. £1,995 

52 02 SKODA Octavia RS in metallic silver, 5-dr hatchback 1781cc, leather 

seats, fsh, climate control, traction control, a/c, 180bhp. £1,995 

02 02 VOLVO V40 SE in metallic grey, 5-dr estate, full leather interior, cruise 

control, radio/CD, a/c, full service history, 2 keys .£1,895 

02 02 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, pas, e/w, a/con, 89k .. .£1,895 
51 01 FORD Focus in metallic silver, 5-dr estate, 1796cc, petrol, a/c, alloy 

wheels, radio/cd, traction control, fsh, 2 keys, 80k. £1,895 

X 00 FORD Focus Hatchback LX 1.8 5-dr. In red, cd changer, fsh, a/con, e/w, 

91k, comes with 12 months MoT. £1,795 

03 03 FORD Ka 1.3, 3-dr hatchback. In blue, power steering, 2 keys, long MoT 

and taxed, low miles, 55k . £1,695 

02 02 RENAULT Megane Scenic Estate 2.0 Automatic. In blue, 5-dr, 

a/c, electric windows, radio/cd, service history.£1,695 

Y 01 FORD Fiesta. In blue, 5-dr hatchback, sunroof, power steering, radio/cas¬ 
sette, fsh, long MoT, taxed, 70k. £1,495 

V 99 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8SE 5-dr. In blue metallic, estate, radio/cd, 

alloy wheels, full main dealer service history, central locking, 2 keys .. .£1,195 


53 03 KiA Rio ice+ 1.3. In metallic blue, 5-dr hatchback, electric windows, a/c, 

fsh, 2 keys.£1,095 

02 02 CITROEN Saxo VTR 1587cc. In metallic silver, 3-dr hatchback, power 
steering, sports seats, radio/CD, black alloy wheels, 2 keys, 89k.£995 

, __ . _ R 98TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 5-dr. royal blue, fsh, cd, 98k, p/x to clear -£895 

54 (04) SUBARU Impreza WRX 
Turbo in metallic grey.1994cc, 5-dr 

2 teys! »= <>5 HONDA CBR600 RR-5. Just come into stock, taxed and Mold, 

89k.£4,295 1 owner, low miles of just 9,500, superb condition .£4,495 

NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY 
(All csrs come with 1 2 months MOT or long MOT) 


06 06 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6 
HDi LX 5-Dr MPV. In wicked red pearl, 
/VC, radio/CD, central locking, 2 keys, 
excellent fuel economy, FSH, 
78k. £3,895 


Bridgestone Winter Tyre OCQ riQ 

195 65 15H 

205 55 16V £ 90 -®® 


Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm 


Setter Servicing 


Improves vehicle performance 
& fuel economy) 

• Servicing (77 4 

(Manufacturers guidelines) 

• Tyres at very competitive prices 

• Key programming on all makes 
& models 

• MoT tests 

• All repair work undertaken 

• Airbag + ABS faults 

• Diesel additive top ups 

• Gear Box Repairs 


1446 735561 


AutoPro EES 

CAR SALES 
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new broad street motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 





06 06 SUZUKI Jimny 1.3 JLK 3-dr soft top. 

Metallic silver with dark interior, heated mirrors, 
electric mirrors, elec windows, alloy wheels, 
radio/cd, 4-WD 29,930 miles 


£5,995 


06 06 LAND ROVER Range Rover Sport TDV6 
HSE 2.7D Automatic in Bonetti grey with ivory 
leather interior, air con, cruise control, rear ente- 
tainment package, front and rear 
parking sensors, only 59,100 miles [ 


£24,995 


04 54 FREELANDER 2.0 TD4 Sport Premium 
Hardback 3-Dr. In red with charcoal leather 
interior, air con, radio/CD, heated seats, 
sunroof, electric windows, 
niy 73,600 miles 


£7,495 


51 RANGE ROVER Freelander 2.0TDd4 GS 5- 
dr Station Wagon. Green with grey interior, 
air con, alloy wheels, radio/cd, elec mirrors & 
windows, 68,980 miles 


£4,495 


93 K ROVER Mini Italian Job 2-Dr Hatchback. In 

red, white and green with black leather interior, 

radio/CD, many extras, stunning _ 

example, only 75,000 miles 


£3,995 


05 MINI Cooper S 1.6 (Chilli) 2-dr convertible in metal¬ 
lic black with black leather interior, 17 inch 5 star bullet 
design alloy wheels, quick clear front screen, cruise con¬ 
trol, interior lights pack, air con, 
traction control, only 68,780 miles 


£8,995 


04 04 MiNi Cooper 1.6 3-dr hatchback 

in Indi blue and white roof with black interior, 
air con, CD, external chrome line, 
only 95,910 miles 


£4,995 


06 56 MINI Cooper S 1.6 (175bhp) 3-dr hatchback. In 

chilli red with black cloth/red leather ray combination 
upholstery, chrome line exterior, rear spoiler, radio/ 
cd, panoramic roof, alloy wheels, air i 
con, cruise control, only 47,450 miles I 


£9,495 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 


Cardiff Road 


This Week's Special! 

05 05 SMART 0.7 For Two 
Brabus 3-Dr Hatchback. 

In Jack Black with black leather interior, air con, 
fog lights, sports exhaust, heated seats, 
glass roof with sunblind, 
only 33,380 miles 


Finance available subject to status, 

UK residence, over 18 years of age. 
Written quotations available on request. 
Guarantees may be required. 


09 

09 

08 

08 

08 

08 

07 

07 

07 

07 
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07 

07 

07 

06 

06 
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05 

05 
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05 

04 

04 

03 

03 

03 

03 

03 


COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 

03 03 TOYOTA MR-2 1.8VVTi Roadster 2-Dr Convertible. In crystal silver, 
Acapulco interior, CD, electric windows, electric mirrors, wonderful example, only 

71,510 miles .£4,995 

02 52 JAGUAR XK-R 4.2 2-dr Auto Coupe. Anthracite black with red leather interior, climate 
control, ISinch alloys, cruise control, traction control system, only 91,710 miles ... .£9,495 
01 X LEXUS RX300 3.0 Automatic Station Wagon in platinum ice with grey interior, cli¬ 
mate control, traction control, alloy wheels, immobiliser, only 88,000 miles ... .£4,995 
01 X MERCEDES BENZ SL 3.2 SL320 Edition 2-dr Convertible, in Designo mystic 
blue with black leather interior, piano black wood trim heated seats, phone prep, 

panoramic detachable hood, 18” alloy wheels, only 45,000 miles.£16,995 

01 Y VOLVO C70 2.4T 2-dr Automatic Coupe. In moondust with black leather interior, 

cruise control, climate control, CD, heated seats, only 68,250 miles.£3,495 

00 X PORSCHE Boxster S 3.2 2-dr convertible. In basalt black with black leather, interior 
climate control, radio/cd, heated seats, hard top, service history, only 86,165 miles£9,995 
86 D Dax Cobra 3.5 V8. Shelby racing colour, new leather trim, side exhaust phone for 
full details .£POA 

FAMILY 

10 10 RENAULT Grand Modus 1.2 TCE 100 Dynamique 5-dr hatchback. In black with 
charcoal interior, air con, alloy wheels, ISOFIX, radio/cd, under manufacturers warran¬ 
ty, only 28,000 miles .£6,995 

08 58 TOYOTA Auris 1.33 VVT-ITR 3-dr Hatchback. In Ixion blue with dark interior, cli¬ 
mate control, anti-lock brakes, power steering, alloy wheels, only 26,000 miles .£8,495 
08 08 MAZDA 6 5-dr hatchback. In lilac silver with black interior, multi cd, cruise control, 

climate control, traction control, only 6,280 miles.£9,995 

07 57 RENAULT Megane 1.4 16v Dynamique 5-dr hatchback. Gunmetal grey with 

Cicero Carbon interior, a/c, panoramic roof, alloys, cruise control, only 30,110 miles_ 

£4,995 

07 07 VOLVO V50 2.0 D SE Sport Estate in Parents blue with black leather interior, roof 

rails, multi CD, cruise control, heated seats, only 64,320 miles.£10,995 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with 

carbon sport interior, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£5,995 

07 07 FIAT Grande Punto 1.3 Diesel Multijet Active 5-Dr Hatchback. In red with black 
interior, electric windows, radio/CD, immobiliser, £30 a year road tax, very economical 

family car.£4,495 

07 56 HONDA Civic i-VTEC Executive in bluish silver with black suede interior, sat nav, 

cruise control, traction conrol, alloy wheels, radio/CD, only 33,280 miles.£8,995 

06 06 FORD Focus 1.8TDCi Zetec 5-Dr Hatchback. In panther black with black interior, 
front fogs, colour coded bumpers, radio/CD, quick clear screen, 42,560 miles . .£6,495 
06 06 SUZUKI Jimny 1.3 JLK 3-dr soft top. Metallic silver with dark interior, heated mir¬ 
rors, electric mirrors, elec windows, alloy wheels, radio/cd, 4-WD 29,930 miles £5,995 
06 06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-dr hatchback. In moondust silver with dark 
interior, air con, alloy wheels, immobiliser, electric windows, power steering, only 

65,540 miles .£4,495 

05 55 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6 Desire 2 5-dr MPV. Oriental blue with dark interior, 
air con, power steering, elec windows, service history, 1 owner, 62,000 miles . .£3,995 
05 55 CHEVROLET Tacuma 1.6 SX 5-dr MPV. In black with grey interior, alloy wheels, 
air con, radio/cd, electric windows, colour coded bumpers, only 39,240 miles . .£3,495 
05 55 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 CDX Automatic 4-dr saloon in pearl black with bluish 
grey leather interior, climate control, cd auto-changer, front fog lights, anti lock brakes, 

only 64,450 miles.£2,995 

04 54 FREELANDER 2.0 TD4 Sport Premium Hardback 3-Dr. In red with charcoal 
leather interior, air con, radio/CD, heated seats, sunroof, electric windows, only 73,600 

miles.£7,495 

01 51 RANGE ROVER Freelander 2.0 TDd4 GS 5-dr Station Wagon. Green with grey 
interior, air con, alloy wheels, radio/cd, elec mirrors & windows, 68,980 miles . .£4,495 

SMALL 

09 59 FIAT 500C 1.4 Lounge 2-dr Convertible. White with chequered interior, parking sen¬ 
sors, air con, radio/cd, sport model, fabulous car for the summer, 18,280 miles .. .£11,995 
04 04TOYOTA Yaris I.OVVTi Blue 3-dr hatchback. In twilight blue with blue grey interi¬ 


or, immobiliser, power steering, radio/cd, service history only 78,690 miles .. .£3,995 
04 04 NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-Dr Hatchback. In grey with dark interior, radio/CD, electric 

windows, PAS, immobiliser, only 53,640 miles. £2,995 

03 03 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec. In green with grey interior quickclear front screen, 

radio/cd, alloy wheels, electric windows and mirrors only 41,940 miles . £3,495 

93 K ROVER Mini itaiian Job 2-Dr Saloon. In red, white and green with black leather 
interior, radio/CD, many extras, stunning example, only 75,000 miles. £3,995^ 


01 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR 


VAUXHALL 


58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRi 3-dr Sports Hatch. In technical grey with 
charcoal alpha cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, 

only 26,850 miles.£7,995 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Sxi. In metallic grey with 
front fogs, immobiliser, radio/cd only 42,200 miles . 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8i 16v Design automatic 5-dr hatchback. In star silver with 
black half leather interior, alloy whe^s, auto lights, electric windows, air con, radio/cd 

only 43,725 miles.£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 16v Design 3-dr. In star silver with charcoal interior, 
AUX input, radio cd, alloy wheels, aircon, ISOFIX fixing points, 26,930 miles . .£7,995 
08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4i 16v Design 3-dr hatchback. In silver lightning with half 
leather charcoal interior, steering wheel mounted controls, radio/cd, immobiliser, air 

con, only 41,250 miles.£6,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with charcoal interior, alloy 
wheels, climate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers,10,800 miles . .£6,995 
57 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9CDTi 16v (150ps) SRi 5-dr hatchback. In panacotta beige 
with duke charcoal interior, air con, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, cd, alarm, 

only 46,950 miles.£6,995 

07 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4i 16v Design 5-dr MPV. In metro blue with fuse charcoal 

interior, air con, sunroof, front fog lights, radio/cd only 38,930 miles.£5,495 

07 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.3 CDTi 16v Life 5-dr MPV. In metallic grey with dark interior, 

air con, CD, split folding seats, ideal family car, only 42,380 miles .£5,495 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 16v (115ps) life 5-dr hatchback. In metallic silver with 
charcoal interior, air con, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, anti-lock brakes, only 

--- £4ggg 


50,200 miles 


SPORTS 


07 MITSUBISHI Shogun 3.2 DI-DC Elegance LWB Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon 

in black with black leather interior, parking sensors, sat nav, alloy wheels, cruise con¬ 
trol, 7 seats, only 42,640 miles. £16,995 

57 BMW 320D M Sport Automatic 4-dr Saloon in black sapphire with black half 
suede interior, cruise control, climate, aux input, service history, 47,560 miles £14,995 
07 VW EOS 2.0 Fsi 2-dr convertible. In black with black leather interior, air con, sat 

nav, hands free phone prep, i-pod connection, only 55,100 miles. £10,995 

56 MINI Cooper S 1.6 (175bhp) 3-dr hatchback. In chilli red with black cloth/red 
leather ray combination upholstery chrome line exterior, rear spoiler, radio/cd, 

panoramic roof, alloy wheels, air con, cruise control, only 47,450 miles. £9,495 

06 LAND ROVER Range Rover Sport TD V6 HSE 2.7D Automatic in Bonetti grey 
with ivory leather interior, air con, cruise control, rear entetainment package, front and 

rear parking sensors, only 59,100 miles. £24,995 

56 LEXUS GS300 3.0 LE 6-speed Auto 4-dr Saloon in Aleutian grey with Grampian 
grey leather interior, memory seats, cruise control, multi-cd, reversing camera and 

sensors, high luxurious car, only 66,235 miles. £11,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere 
anthracite interior, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, 49,998 miles .. .£8,495 
55 BMW 1 Series 2.0TD 118d Sport 5-dr Hatchback. In sapphire black with 
anthracite interior, CD, climate control, alloy wheels, front fogs, 52,000 miles . .£8,995 
55 FORD Focus 2.0 Titanium 5-dr hatchback. In magnum grey with half leather 
interior, hands free phone prep, quick clear front screen, radio/cd, cruise control, serv¬ 
ice history, only 57,785 miles . £5,495 

54 MINI 1.6 Cooper (Chilli) 2-dr convertible. In blue with blue leather interior, Har¬ 
mon Kardon hi-fi, cruise control, heated front screen, heated seats, air con, only 

26,060 miles .£7,995 

05 MINI Cooper S 1.6 (Chilli) 2-dr convertible in metallic black with black leather 
interior, 17 inch 5 star bullet design alloy wheels, quick clear front screen, cruise con¬ 
trol, interior lights pack, air con, traction control, only 68,780 miles. £8,995 

04 SUBARU Impreza WRX 2.0 Turbo 4-dr saloon. In black with black interior, air 

con, alarm, immobiliser, multiple air bags, radio/cd, only 56,250 miles. £5,995 

04 MINI Cooper 1.6 3-dr hatchback in Indi blue and white roof with black interior, air 

con, CD, external chrome line, only 95,910 miles . £4,995 

53 HONDA Civic 1.6 VTec SE Sport 3-dr Hatchback. In Aqua green, half black 
leather interior, air con, alloy wheels, heated electric mirrors, CD, 46,400 miles .£3,995 
53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy 

wheels, body coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles. £3,495 

03 PORSCHE 911 3.6 Carrera 2-dr Coupe. In Basalt metallic black with black leather 
interior, CD, Bluetooth iPod connection, aluminium gear knob and hand brake, 18 inch 

5-spoke alloy wheels, only 70,700 miles. £19,995 

03 AUDI TT 1.8T Quattro 2-Dr Hatchback. In blue, with grey leather interior, air con, 

heated seats, multi CD, alloy wheels, only 65,980 miles . £8,995 

03 BMW 3 series 2.0 318Ci 2-dr convertible. In metallic gold with black leather inte¬ 
rior, multi cd, heated seats, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, cruise control, air 
con, only 56,310 miles.£7,995 


05 


Complete Service & MoT’s available to customers and general public. 

Great cars, Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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07 57 SUBARU Legacy, 2.0 R automatic 
4x4 estate, 90,000 miles.£6,995 


leather, 
. .£4,995 


07 57 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8 T3, 5-dr, 
28,000 miles .£6,995 


HERE IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR HUGE STOCK, FROM OVER 140 USED CARS, 4X4s & MPVs 


10 FORD Fiesta (New shape) 1.2 Edge 5-H06 56 JAGUAR XJ 2.7 Executive DieselH08 SAAB 9.3 1.9TID Vector Sport dieselH05 55 MERCEDES E200K EleganceH06 56 FORD S-Max 1.8 Zetec (diesel 
dr, 33,000 miles.£6,995 HAuto, 63,000 miles .£12,495 Hestate, 77,000 miles.£7,995 ■Automatic 4-dr, 79,000 miles .. .£6,995 ■mPV) 7 seats, 92,000 miles_£6,995 


07 57 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 1.9 TDi^04 GOLF Match 1.4, small engine, ^05 55 CORSA 1.21, first car over 45mpg, 
diesel, 32,000 miles.£7,995 ■economical, only 55,000 miles . .£3,995 ■5-dr, 32,000 miles.£3,995 




03 52 MINI Cooper 1.6, chilli pack,^B08 08 HONDA Civic 2.2 CDTi diesel, H07 57 FORD Galaxy 1.8 TDCi Ghia, black 
35,000 miles .£4,995 ■burnt orange, 74,000 miles _£8,495 ■(diesel MPV), 65,000 miles_£9,995 


08 57 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec automatic, H06 56 FORD Focus 1.8 TDCi Ghia, diesel, 
black, 34,000 miles .£5,995 ■55,000 miles .£5,995 


07 07 LEXUS IS 220 diesel, black edi-H06 06 RAV 4 2.0 VVTi XT4, automaticHOS 08 AUDI A3 1.6 SE Sport, black, 
tion, keyless start, 77,000 miles .£7,995 ^4x4, leather full, 77,000 miles . .£8,995 ■economical, 63,000 miles.£8,995 


08 08 Volkswagen Tiguan 2.0 TOiS 3-dr,H07 57 NISSAN X-Trail 4x4 Aventura DCi, 
panoramic s/root, 61,000 miies .£12,995 Htop of range diesei .£8,995 






07 (New shape) 
FORD Transit 
diesels 
T280 2.2 TDCi 
from £3.995 + VAT 


08 58 New Fiesta 1.4, 5-dr Zetec, 23,000^04 54 MERCEDES CLK 200K, convertibie, 
miies, the best coiour ever.£7,995 Honiy 45,000 miies.£9,995 


£6,995 




07 07 FORD FocusST-Z, performance, biue,^l06 56 BMW 520 SE auto diesei estate, ■OS 58 BMW M3, fuiiy ioaded, inci. sat^OS 08 GOLF GT TOi Sport, diesei, biackH07 57 TOYOTA RAV 4 0-40 T180, biack, 
fuii service history, 85,000 miies . .£6,995 ^^superb vaiue .£7,995 Bnav, carbon fibre roof, 20,000k .£31,995 ■ieather, 65,000 miies.£10,495 Hdiesei 4x4, 70,000 miies .£12,995 
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AFTER PLUCKY NAMIBIA IS HIT BY POINTS BLITZ... 

The quarter finals beckon Wales 



AFTER two tough opening 
matches, Wales must have felt 
heartily relieved to be facing 
the less taxing challenge of 
Rugby World Cup minnows, 
Namibia, at the Taranaki sta¬ 
dium, New Plymouth, on 
Monday. 

They went into the game know¬ 
ing that the African team had 
already conceded a total of 185 
points in their previous three 
matches in Pool D. 

Both Samoa and Fiji had rattled 
up 49 points against them, while 
world champions South Africa had 
run in 12 tries, while handing out 
an 87-0 heating to their smaller 
neighbours. 

Yet it was also true that despite 
their lowly status on the interna¬ 
tional stage, Namibia had achieved 
a measure of success against Wales 
in their three previous meetings, all 
on home soil. 

At Windhoek on June 2,1990, 
the Welsh tourists narrowly won 
18-9 - while one week later, 
Namibia almost pulled off a major 
shock before being edged out 34- 
30. 

On June 5,1993, the gap between 
the two widened to 38-23, but again 
the plucky Namibians showed a 
worrying ability to breach the 
Welsh defence. 

In fact, over the three games, 
they scored a commendable six 
tries to Wales’ 10 - and it all added 
up to a banana skin of giant pro¬ 
portions for a Welsh team showing 
11 changes, which faced Namibia 


again this week. Back from injury 
were prop Gethin Jenkins, ex-skip- 
per Ryan Jones and outside half 
Stephen Jones, making a record 
101st appearance, while Lee Byrne 
was given a chance to impress at 
full back, in an experienced line-up 
that was fully expected to brush 
aside Namibia’s challenge. 

On paper at least, it was clearly 
going to be another mismatch, with 
the only question being - could 
Wales surpass their main pool 
rivals’ scoring efforts and also 
claim a vital bonus point against 
the only team that has never won a 
World Cup game? 

The answer, in the end, was a 
resounding yes, but not before a 
sloppy, error-ridden first half had 
caused a few palpitations in the 
Welsh backroom. 

Even three tries in the opening 18 
minutes from young Scarlets’ cen¬ 
tre Scott Williams, Dragons’ 
winger Aled Brew and his superb 
clubmate. No 8 Toby Faletau, plus 
a Stephen Jones penalty - for a 22- 
0 first half lead - would not have 
been enough to erase the sense of 
unease at the profligate waste of 
gilt-edged opportunities. 

Clearly, some very tough talking 
at half time had the desired effect, 
for the tries then came thick and 
fast. 

First, Scott Williams went over 
for a second try, swiftly followed by 
a rejuvenated Gethin Jenkins, who 
shrugged off his injury woes, along 
with would-be defenders, and burst 


through like a centre three-quarter 
from 30 yards out, to make the 
score 36-0. 

The plucky, but outclassed 
Namibians, who had been made to 
play four World Cup matches in 16 
days, then got on the score sheet 
with a converted try of their own, 
after intercepting a loose pass 
from, of all people, the otherwise 
dependable Stephen Jones. 

However, with the game effec¬ 
tively won, it was now simply a 
question of piling on the points and 
it was the signal for head coach 
Warren Gatland to send in fresh 
reserves, including former 
Cowbridge schoolboy, Lloyd 
Williams in the 58th minute 

Seven Welsh tries then came in a 
rush, with two for giant wing 
George North, one each for centres 
Jonathan Davies, Scott Williams 
(completing his hat-trick) Lloyd 
Williams, Lee Byrne and the 


impressive Alun Wyn Jones. 

All in all, 12 record-breaking 
touchdowns and a bonus point not 
only matched South Africa’s effort 
against the unfortunate Namibians, 
but also put Wales firmly in sight 
of their quarter final objective, 
with only Fiji (who lost 7-27 to 
Samoa) to come in Hamilton on 
Sunday. 

Given such a decisive 81-7 victo¬ 
ry, it may seem churlish to point 
out that no-one should get too car¬ 
ried away. 

Lowly Namibia had already been 
‘softened up’ by a string of pul¬ 
verising defeats and a punishing 
Pool D schedule. 

Moreover, there were times in the 
first half when old Welsh problems 
were in danger of resurfacing - 
careless handling errors, lapses in 
concentration, indiscipline, and 
lack of a Kiwi-like ‘killer instinct’ - 
all of which have cost them dear in 



I ABOVE: Lloyd in full flow. \ 

the past. To their credit, the players 
took heed of the halftime ‘pep 
talk’, and knuckled down in the 
second half, their superior fitness 
ensuring it was one-way traffic as 
the hapless Namibians were buried 
under yet another World Cup 
points avalanche. 

Every one of those points, 
though, will prove absolutely vital 
for a burgeoning Welsh side that is 
growing in confidence as the tour¬ 
nament progresses. 

This time, unlike 2007, Fiji 
should hold no fears as Gatland’s 
men push on towards the quarter 
finals and a likely Celtic clash with 
Ireland. 


Corey’s high-pressure kick 
clinches win for Athletic 

Bridgend Athletic 28 v Narberth 27. 

Report by Mark Davies. 

_ Photographs by Glennsports. _ 



WITH two of last 
year’s youth team, 
fly-half Corey Butler 
and wing Mike 
Powell, making their 
first starts in the 
SWALEC League, 
supporters could have 
been forgiven for 
thinking that the 
youngsters were tak¬ 
ing over, but this was 


balanced out by veter¬ 
an Paul Jones also 
making his first start 
of the season! 

Conditions were ideal 
and a feast of uncompro¬ 
mising and determined 
rugby was served up for 
the fans in this six-try 
thriller. 

Both sides were 
fiercely competitive at 
the 


breakdown under the 
eagle eye of referee Mr 
Kevin Shorte, who was 
firm and consistent in 
his decision making all 
afternoon, and you can’t 
ask for more than that! 

The Athletic attacked 
from the kick off when 
hooker Simon Mustoe 
seized the ball and burst 
forward. Unfortunately, 
the ball was spilt as the 
support arrived. 

Narberth then went 
through a spell of disci¬ 
plined driving play that 
led to a penalty that out- 
side-half Rhys Davies 
thumped over. 

This was immediately 
cancelled out when 
Narberth infringed from 
the re-start and Corey 
Butler bisected the posts 
from 35 metres. 

The Otters then took a 
three-point lead from a 
second penalty. 

Wing Mike Powell 
made a strong run after a 
good line-out take by 
Callum McLeod, and No 
8 Griff Davies drove on 


before releasing the 
backs. 

The ball was spilled 
but the home forwards 
were able to disrupt their 
opponents’ scrum. James 
Olds spun the ball to his 
left, where Morris used 
Rhys Jones’ dummy run 
to wrong-foot the 
defence and put wing 
Lloyd Pemberton in for 
the first try. Butler con¬ 
verted from out wide. 

Mustoe made another 
strong run from the kick¬ 
off and Paul Jones was 
on hand to hack the ball 
up to the visitors’ line 
but a good scramble 
managed to clear the ball 
to half-way. 

Full back Rhys Jones 
was brave under the high 
ball but when an Ath 
player was penalised for 
not releasing, Narberth 
forced a line-out close to 
the home line, followed 
by an attacking scrum. 

Waves of attackers 
wore down the defence 
to create space on the 
right for wing Tom 


Bonell to dive over in 
the comer for a convert¬ 
ed try to take back the 
lead. 

Butler sent over 
another penalty to level 
the scores before 
Narberth again estab¬ 
lished a foothold in 
Athletic territory. 

They won clean line- 
out bah at the tail before 
moving the bah to the 
right. Centre and captain 
Steve Martin made a 
half-break and deftly 
off-loaded to put Bonell 
in for his second. Davies 
again goaled. 

With time mnning out 
in the half, Butler 
reduced the deficit to 
four points with a mon¬ 
ster effort from half-way. 

The second half con¬ 
tinued in the same excit¬ 
ing and uncompromising 
manner, with Narberth 
sending strike mnners 
Gareth Bateman and Jim 
Kaumaitotya at the 
Athletic defensive line, 
while fly-half Davies 
kicked for position and 


to pressurise the Athletic 
lineout while the 
Ewenny Road boys tried 
a more expansive 
approach through their 
back-line. 

Three-quarters of the 
way into the game, the 
Athletic won clean line- 
out ball 30m out and 
Morris crashed into 
Narberth’s defence. 

Quick ball was recy¬ 
cled wide where replace¬ 
ment hooker Stuart 
Nation drifted half 
through a gap to hand on 
to Olds, who linked 
quickly with Rhys Jones 
to put Mike Powell in 
for a try that went 
unconverted - but it put 
the home team back in 
front by a solitary point. 

Narberth were not 
going to he down and 
minutes later created a 
classy try of their own. 
Centre lUchard Davies 
delayed his pass to part¬ 
ner Steve Martin, who 
raced into space before 
releasing Bonell for his 
hat-trick. Again Davies 
converted. 

As time ticked on the 
Athletic attacked, only 
to have to work hard to 


repel the counters of 
Narberth. 

At last they used a 
penalty decision to kick 
to touch as Bonell 
received a yellow card 
for pulling back a chas¬ 
ing player. Even then the 
Ath were struggling to 
make head-way against 
their opponents but as 
time ran out a last des¬ 
perate effort from a tap 
penalty by Tom Davies 
allowed Morris to float a 
long pass out to Powell 
for the wing to grab his 
second try in the corner. 

Now it was all down 
to young Butler. He 
must have had ice in his 


veins as he sent his 
touchline conversion 
straight through the 
uprights and took the 
relieved congratulations 
of his teammates. 

Both sides can take 
credit for a fine display 
of rugby and the Athletic 
were delighted to main¬ 
tain an unbeaten home 
record in the league 
stretching back to 2010. 

Next week the Athletic 
travel to Cyncoed, 
Cardiff to take on the 
students of UWIC in 
what promises to be 
another cracker in 
Division West of the 
SWALEC league. 

















































